School Amateur Radio Clubs
By Julie VK3FOWL and Joe VK3YSP




School AR Clubs are back in business!
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What is SARC?
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* A fun, weekly, lunchtime activity
* A select group of students

* Promoting STEM using AR

* A first, positive experience of AR
* Not a Foundation Licence course
e Our focus is on Primary Schools




What is SARCNET?

* An extensive program for schools that anyone can use
* A lunchtime net for students: VK3SRC, 7100kHz LSB
* A website with free on-line resources: www.sarcnet.org

School Amateur Radio Club Network

Home About News Schools Activities Missions Projects Events Awards FAQ Links Gallery Site Map

Welcome to SARCNET

This site is a free on-line resource for anyone associated with or thinking about setting up a School Amateur Radio Club. That is, a fun, school lunch-time activity for a select group of students who would rather be
tinkering with electronic gadgets and exploring the air waves than dodging footballs or watching cricket

Schoal Amateur Radio Clubs are a neat way to get in an extra shot of science and technology, while exercising your on-air conversational skills and tuning up your enquiring minds. It will expand your horizons,
build your confidence, hamess your creativity and help you develop new skills. Each week there will be different activities to whet your appetite. SARC members leam to work together as a group and help each
other through some pretty exciting challenges.

This site is for schoal principals, teachers, parents, students and amateur radio enthusiasts. It provides inspiration, ideas, articles, news and activities all free to download, modify and use as you wish

The first thing we would like to give you for fre is our total encouragement and support for this very worthwhile and successful activity. Please do not hesitate to contact us for advice

Next, please read our SARC article with an introduction by our biggest supporter, school principal Mr. Michael Day

Then check out our frequently asked questio
handy reference for all SARC members T

page. Have a look at the schools already parlicipating

ihis. program and some of the amazing activilies they do. You can download our booklel which provides a
is also a proposal to start a club, a form for new meml

ot
to fill out and a newslelter to kick things off at school

Oh, and did we mention a challenge? Well, your mission, should you decide to accept it, could well be on our missions page. These exciting role-play adventures will certainly test all of your skalls.

Finally, keep up to date with all the news. Don't forget that when you set up your own School Amateur Radio Club and your school is listed here, you can contribute to this site by sending us your own news articles
activities and missions. You will also receive our regular SARG newsletler by e-mail

Good luck from Julie VK3IFOWL and Joe VK3YSP For more information see about SARCNET.
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School Amateur Radio Club members are a select
aroup of students.

SCHOOL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB NETWORK T


http://www.sarcnet.org/

Introduction By Principal Michael Day

“It is interesting that in this day and age of mobile broadband
networks and social media that Amateur Radio, the pioneering
radio hobby of the last century, would be an excellent way of
introducing science and technology to young children today.
Amateur Radio enthusiasts are an amazing, untapped resource
for educators. They are hidden away in every community, and
can provide their own equipment and expertise. They also
have a zeal to pass on this technology to the next generation.
And, | would say, their aging ranks could do with some new
recruits from us. So this largely free and enriching
collaboration between the schools and the Amateur Radio
fraternity is a classic win-win situation.”




Is it worth it?
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Setting Up
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On-Air Sessions and Morse Code Practice
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Station Setup and Radio Operation

MIC

MICROPHONE T CABLE |

RADIO —

POWER
CABLE

POWER SOURCE



file:///C:/Users/joe/Documents/My Web Sites/sarcnet/activities/activity_operation.html
file:///C:/Users/joe/Documents/My Web Sites/sarcnet/activities/activity_stations.html

Call Signs, Bands and UTC
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Radio Alphabet, Codes, Reports, Jargon

CODE SOUND

A ALPHA AL FAH

B BRAVO BRAH VOH

C CHARLIE CHAR LEE

E EEII:ILA EIEII:( ?j No. | Readability

F FOXTROT UIEM?T(S TI ! Unreadable

— 2 Barely readable

3 Readable with diffic
4 Almost perfectly Re
5 Perfectly Readable

MEANING
Interference

Roger Yes, OK
Low power .
T and Cl Negative No
Off and Clear Over Back to you

Ready to operd copy

Heard and understood

Rig

Radio Transceiver

Eyeball

Face to face meeting
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Operating Procedures and Logbooks
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Satellites and Repeaters




Hidden Transmitter and Interference Hunts




Electronic Components




Electronic Kit Construction




Microcontrollers & Renewable Energy

PWM Analog SP) 12C Serial Arduino
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Antenna Construction




Digital Modes & SDR
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Search and Rescue Mission
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High Altitude Balloon Launch




What can you or your club do?

e Start your own School Amateur Radio Club!

* Get your AR club to start one or to sponsor you
 Talk to school principals and teachers about SARC
* Provide free AR club membership for all students
* Run weekly AR club workshops for students




Conclusion By Principal Michael Day

“When | first introduced the School Amateur Radio Club
at St. Kevin's Primary School in Ormond Victoria, | had no
idea what a success it would be. We were lucky to have an
Amateur Radio enthusiast within our ranks, so the
introduction was initially driven by this staff member. The
teachers, parents and students are now raving about it. To
see the children confidently building electronic kits or
talking to other schools over shortwave radio is quite
incredible. | am now exploring ways to expand this
program.”




The End — Thank Youl!

SARCNET — VK3SRC website: www.sarcnet.org email: info@sarcnet.org
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