
QSL cards

By Paul VK5PAS



A little bit about me
• married to Marija (VK5MAZ)
• 2 children & 2 grandchildren
• Retired Detective
• avid SWL as a teenager
• licenced in June 2010 – 

VK5FPAS
• upgraded 12 months later – 

VK5PAS
• abt 110,000 QSOs
• card checker for ARRL
• card checker for CQ
• WWFF National Co-

Ordinator – VK & ZL
• former WIA Director



My QTH – South Australia







What is an amateur radio QSL card?

• a documented 
confirmation of a 
contact with another 
amateur radio station

References.
1.  Wikipedia



QSL cards also used by…..

• CB radio operators
• Short Wave Listeners (SWL)
• Broadcast stations

References.
1.  WIkipedia

CB QSL card c/o https://boingboing.net/2007/09/19/ham-radio-
qsl-card-g.html







A tradition of amateur radio
• sending and receiving QSL cards is a 

traditional part of the hobby of amateur radio
• dates back to the early years of the hobby
• ‘final courtesy of a QSO.’
• sometimes refers to as ‘wallpaper’

References.

1.  International Amateur Radio Union, iaru-r1.org



‘More than a mere piece of 
wallpaper’

• “To me a QSL card is more than a mere piece 
of wallpaper.  (I don’t think the term wallpaper 
does justice to a QSL card anyway).  A QSL 
card is a picture, portraying the thoughts of a 
man and woman in layout, wording and 
colour schemes.…….Above all things, a QSL 
card helps to set the seal of friendship 
established between peoples of various races, 
colors, and creeds in some 260 countries of the 
world.”

E.W. Trebilcock, SWL, Australia (1958)



What does QSL mean?

• adopted from the Q code
• a standardized collection of 3 letter codes that 

each start with Q
• initially designed for commercial radiotelegraph 

communication (later adopted by amateur radio)
• Q codes created c. 1909 British Govt - "List of 

abbreviations ... prepared for the use of British 
ships and coast stations licensed by the 
Postmaster General

References.
1.  Wikipedia, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Q_code



What does QSL mean?
• Q: Can you 

acknowledge 
receipt?  

• A: Yes I am 
acknowledging 
receipt.

• QSL card is an 
acknowledgement 
card

References.
1.  Amateur radio Victoria

Image c/o 
https://k9zw.wordpress.com/



History of QSL cards

Image c/o Ham Radio-50 Years and Back Facebook page



Some important dates
• 1901 – Guglielmo Marconi communicated across the 

Atlantic
• following Marconi’s success, many people commenced 

experimenting
• 1905 – first commercially produced wireless telegraphy 

transmitter/receiver became available
• 1905 – Wireless Telegraphy Act – Australia
• 1908 – Wireless Telegraphy Club of Columbia University

vEarliest recorded amateur radio club

References.
1. ARRL
2. Wikipedia



Some important dates
• 1910 – Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) was formed

vfirst & oldest national amateur radio society 
• 1912 – sinking of the Titanic

vPrompted new international radio laws
• 1912 – US Congress approved the Radio Act of 1912

vRequired amateurs to be licenced & restricted to the single 
wavelength of 200 m

• 1914 – American Radio Relay League (ARRL) was 
formed

• 1914 – WW1
vall amateur radio operation ceased in Australia

• 1917 – WW1
vall amateur radio operation ceased in the USA References.

1. ARRL
2. Wikipedia



3TQ’s letter to QST magazine

• June 1916 issue of QST magazine
– magazine commenced in December 1915 

• letter by Edward Andrews 3TQ of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

• card received from William T. Fraser 8VX 
in Buffalo, New York

• signals heard ‘clear and strong’

References
1. https://www.dokufunk.org/amateur_radio.
2.  Wikipedia



Comments by Mr Andrews 3TQ

• “I wish to commend the spirit of unselfishness 
that is quite evident in Mr. Fraser and others 
who send cards which tell of receiving the 
signals of a fellow amateur.”

• “I would urge upon the members of the 
A.R.R.L. and the readers of QST to notify by 
postal and by the very next mail the owner of 
the station whose signals they hear and to 
give such other information as they may think 
of aid or inspiration to the recipient”.



The letter to QST magazine

Images c/o https://worldradiohistory.com/QST.htm



Editor’s comment

Image c/o https://worldradiohistory.com/QST.htm



8VX QSL card from January 1917

Image c/o hamgallery.com



Letter to QST magazine by 8UX
• August 1919 – letter to QST 

magazine from Carl D. (Don) 
Hoffman 8UX

• cartoonist with QST magazine 

References.
1. w2pa.net
2. worldradiohistory.com

“Here’s a little idea-run a suggestion that the fellows 
with long distance ham receiving sets make themselves 
up a form for post cards something like this and send 
each time a new long distance station is heard.”

• He was accredited the inventor of the ‘amateur 
DX report card’ by QST magazine.



Letter to QST magazine by 8UX

Images c/o https://worldradiohistory.com/QST.htm



A standardized card designed?
• 1919 - standardised card with callsign, 

frequency, date, etc. may have been 
developed by C.D. Hoffman, 8UX, in 
Akron, Ohio

References.
1.  Wikipedia



Uncle Vic 2UV

• William Edward ‘Bill’ ‘Uncle Vic’ Corsham 2UV 
(later G2UV)

• produced first ever QSL card in Europe

References.
1. http://hamgallery.com/
2. The Shortwave magazine
3. Wikipedia

http://hamgallery.com/


2UV closing down.

• “This is 2UV, 2UV.  Amateur 
Radio Station 2UV 
transmitting a test 
programme from 104 
Harlesden Gardens, 
Harlesden, London NW10 in 
England.  I would be pleased 
to receive reports on this 
transmission.  All reports will 
be gratefully acknowledged.  
This is 2UV transmitting and 
closing down.”

References.
1. Radio Society of Harrow
2. .The Emergence of Broadcasting in Britain



“the International Fad That 8UX Started.”
• September 1924 article of QST magazine
• Howard S. Pyle 8ST 

Ø“the majority of amateur DX report cards have 
many faults.”’

Ø“why plaster the station walls with report cards?  
It does not appear to be a really good stunt.”

Ø“avoid cheapening your card by a display of 
‘vaudeville humor.’”  

Ø“take a little time and see if you can’t evolve a DX 
card that will be a credit to your station”

References.
1. w2pa.net





Amateur DX Report cards

• Originally referred to as Amateur Radio DX 
Report cards.

• later referred to as QSL cards



WW1 & WW2 – a lean time for 
QSLing

• Amateur operations 
ceased during WW1 
(1914-1918)

• 1940 – US operators 
forbidden to contact 
foreign countries

• 1941 – USA entered 
WW2 – amateur 
activities ceased.

References.
1. cochranp.wixsite.com
2. Radio World magazine, Sept 1934



USA call sign districts
• following the Radio Act 1912
• callsigns

vdistrict number
vfollowed by letters assigned to the operator

References.
1.  QSL Cards: A History, 1916 2000 
John Findling



NU-6BZC
• some ops used U for USA or NU for North 

America USA.



2BEA, New York
• 1922 QSL of 2BEA who was William P. 

Schweitzer of New York, NY.

References.
1.   Ham Radio 50 years and 
back Facebook page



ARRL station 9AIO

• 1924 QSL card of 9AIO

Images c/o



5QA, Texas

• 1926 QSL card of Rufus Valentine “Vol” 
Hargrove SR of Abilene, Texas

References.
1.   Ham Radio 50 years and back Facebook page



Alfred Hermann ‘Alf’ Traeger A-5AX

Images c/o Wikipedia



Blackwood Radio Club
• This is now the Adelaide Hills Amateur Radio 

Society Club, the club to which I belong



QSL card from S. Preiss



International Radiotelegraph 
Convention

• 1927 – International 
Radiotelegraph Convention 
of Washington

• Radiotelegraph Regulations, 
Washington, 1927
vAssigned call signs to each 

country
vK, N, W – USA
vG – Great Britain
vVHA-VMZ - Australia



Example of the new USA callsigns



Jean Hudson W3BAK
• 1933
• 8 years old
• The world’s youngest ‘YL”

References.
1.  Radio magazine, June 1933, page 7



Jeanne Poli, W1MJC
• 1940 QSL card of W1MJC, Connecticut

vTho most girls prefer hair waves I get a big thrill 
out of Air Waves!

Image c/o https://www.oldqslcards.com/



R.L. Varney G5RV

• Louis Varney, inventor of the G5RV antenna

https://www.oldqslcards.com/





W1AW
• The Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial Station



DXpedition QSL cards



Special event QSL cards



Obsolete countries



Why QSL?

• thrill of receiving a QSL 
in the mail

• awards
• tradition
• hobby within a hobby
• create memories

References.
1.  ARRL



Do I have to send a QSL card?

• not compulsory to send a QSL card 
to confirm a contact

• it is considered environmentally 
wasteful to send one for each contact 
made with the same station.

References.
1.  Radio Society of Great Britain, 
https://rsgb.org/main/operating/qsl-bureau/what-is-a-qsl-card/



Types of QSL cards

• Hard copies
– Direct or via the 

Bureau

• eQSL
• Logbook of the World 

(LOTW)
• Electronic

– email
References.
1. https://www.m0oxo.com/direct-a-bureau-instructions/new-
to-qsl-ing-how-to-guide/



Choosing a QSL card

• design your own and have a local printer 
produce them

• QSL creators - web
• order from one of the many large QSL card 

printing companies
• Give consideration to the layout of the card

vphotos, logos
• Consider the quantity you will need

vLarger quantities are generally less expensive 
References.
1. https://www.m0oxo.com/direct-a-bureau-
instructions/new-to-qsl-ing-how-to-guide/



Standard size

• IARU & member societies recommend 
a maximum size of 3½ by 5½ inches 
(140 mm by 90 mm)

• Cards of unusual dimensions – slow 
the work of Bureaus

• Some cards (especially from 
DXpeditions) can be a gate-fold 
design with multiple pages.

References.
1. ARRL, The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service, 2022
2. Wikipedia





What does a QSL card contain?
• amateur radio station callsign
• location
• licensee’s name
• postal address
• details on radio equipment
• date/time of contact
• frequency/mode
• signal report
• Comments
• IOTA reference & Island name
• CQ zone/ITU zone

References.
1. Amateur Radio Victoria
2. m0oxo.com
3. m0urx.com



What should the card not contain?

• religious statements
• political statements
• what seems humorous to you, may not be to 

somebody in a foreign country
• what may not be offensive to you, may be to 

someone in a foreign country



Comments by Tim M0URX

“The first thing I would say is that a QSL 
card should be given as much thought as 
the radio station in your shack.  A QSL card 
for me is more than just a confirmation of a 
two way QSO.  The QSL can show your 
culture, shack, antennas, job and so much 
more with just a little imagination.”



My QSL card



My QSL card



Special QSL cards



My old SWL QSL cards



My old SWL QSL cards



Some basics when filling out a card

• ALWAYS use UTC time – NEVER local time
vensure your shack clock is accurate

• signal reports using the RST system
• use legible writing

vuse printed labels if your handwriting is poor
• ensure the details on the card are accurate
• do not cross out mistakes – start again
• multiple QSOs – list in chronological order

References.
1. w5ue.net
2. How to Succees at QSLing by WN3VAW



Other tips

• be patient
– QSL Bureau takes considerable time
– Direct QSLs don’t come back overnight

• listen to any QSL instructions given by the station 
on air

• ensure the DX station has your callsign correct
• Ensure you have the DX stations callsign correct

vdopying errors from the DX Cluster and not listening

How to Succees at QSLing by WN3VAW



What does Pse & Tnx mean?

• Pse – Please QSL
• Tnx - Thanks



Lack of response

• If you say you QSL, then please QSL.



Read the QSL instructions
• Take the time to read carefully the QSL 

instructions
vQRZ.com page
vwebsite



Read the QSL instructions



Read the QSL instructions



Physically sending out QSL cards

• Bureau
• Direct
• QSL Manager



QSL Bureau
• specialised ‘post office’ for 

QSL cards
• least expensive way
• not everyone uses the Bureau
• VK – more than 10,000 QSL 

cards received from overseas 
per month

• cards are forwarded to IARU 
officially recognized Bureaus

• For many years the Bureau 
was reliable, inexpensive & 
universal for most countries References.

1. Amateur Radio Victoria
2. ARRL
3. International Amateur Radio Union, iaru-r1.org



QSL Bureau

• developed due to addresses of individual 
stations not being widely available

• international postage was expensive
• following WWII – difficult to obtain addresses 

for amateurs in Soviet Union and most other 
Warsaw Pact countries

• callbooks were incomplete for many countries

References.
1. International Amateur Radio Union, iaru-r1.org



VK QSL Bureau

• c. 1928 - First QSL Bureau in Australia

Image c/o Wireless Weekly, July 23, 1937



ARRL QSL Bureau, USA
• c. 1932 – idea of a QSL Bureau originated
• prior – cards distributed from ARRL HQ in 

Hartford
• Herman ‘Herm” Schmidt W2AEN, Bronx, New 

York – took over the first Bureau

References.
11. QST magazine, 1933
12. Radio magazine,’After the SK’  1938



ARRL QSL Bureau, USA

• 1933 Second district - 10,174 
cards

• 1937 Second district – 35,716 
cards

• 1937 – over 300,00 cards 
handled by the 9 Bureaus

• 2022 – abt 300,000 outgoing 
cards per year

• ARRL membership
• Small fee per amount of cards

References.
1.  ARRL, The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service



ARRL QSL Bureau, USA

• https://youtu.be/Vxgcn3sMVtU

https://youtu.be/Vxgcn3sMVtU


Impacts on QSL Bureaus

• Amateurs have become environmentally 
conscious

• Electronic confirmation systems eg. eQSL, LOTW
• Newer hams not as interested in the tradition of 

QSL cards
• Cost of sending packages of QSL cards 

internationally has dramatically increased
• Budgetary pressures on member societies forcing 

them to reassess their priorities
• Difficult to recruit volunteers

References.

1.  International Amateur Radio Union, iaru-r1.org



IARU Resolution 18-1

• IARU Administrative Council, 
Seoul, Sept 2018

“resolves that member societies are 
encouraged to continue to 
offer QSL bureau service in their 
countries, exchanging cards with the 
bureaus of other member-societies, 
for as long as doing so is 
economically justifiable….”

References.
1. International Amateur Radio Union, iaru-r1.org

Image c/o Simonzirkunow, WIkipedia



Tips for Bureau cards
• follow the instructions of your 

representative body, e.g. ARRL, 
WIA

• if the station has a QSL Manager, 
then the card goes to that 
countries Bureau, not the station 
worked – enter in ‘via” area on 
card

• be prepared to wait – it can take 
time

• some Bureaus are quicker than 
others & have better technology

• staffed by volunteers
Images c/o Preocessing of QSL cards in the DARC QSL Bureau – You Tube



Direct

• most expensive way
vPaying postage both 

ways
• sent to the station 

worked or a QSL 
Manager

• generally good return 
rate

• return is normally quick
• you have a physical card

References.
1.  ARRL



USD & IRC

• US Dollars
• International Reply 

Coupon (IRC)
vNot valid in some 

countries

• follow QSL 
instructions



Tips when sending Direct

• follow the instructions on QRZ.com
• Send to the correct address

vif they have a QSL Manager, then the card goes there
• include a self address envelope
• Use heay duty envelopes – not flimsy
• include return postage – USD or IRC
• Don’t let the $$ or IRC be visible
• Postal theft
• Don’t write callsigns on envelope

References.
1.  ARRL



Tips when sending Direct

• Seal the envelope with sticky tape to prevent 
tampering

• Don’t use commemorative stamps
• Make the letter look like a professional letter, 

not a personal letter
• cut a small corner so the contents of the 

envelope can be inspected

References.
1. How to Succees at QSLing by WN3VAW



QSL Managers

• manage QSL operations on 
behalf of other amateurs.

• particularly Dxpeditions
• reasons

v  no bureau exists for that 
country

voperation is only short lived 
e.g. Dxpedition

vpostal services may be poor
vmaximise operating time

References.
1. electronic-notes.com 



OQRS - Online QSL Requests

• enables amateurs to request a QSL card through 
the log search page in Club Log.

• option to have card sent direct (payment) or via 
the bureau

• available to all Club Log users
• a free web-based tool for producing DXCC league 

tables, expedition tools, log search services & 
most wanted lists

• quicker option
• No need to send your QSL card

References.
1. https://clublog.freshdesk.com/
2. https://clublog.org/ 

https://clublog.freshdesk.com/
https://clublog.org/


OQRS - Online QSL Requests



OQRS - Online QSL Requests





Pay via Paypal



eQSL
• designed to be the fastest, easiest, and 

cheapest way to exchange QSO confirmations
• Fast upload
• Apply for awards online
• Can print out the card

References.
1. ARRL
2. eQSL



eQSL

• https://www.eqsl.cc/qslcard/index.cfm

https://www.eqsl.cc/qslcard/index.cfm


Logbook Of The World (LOTW)

• Fast upload
• No physical cards or 

electronic card
• Receive a credit – 

towards DXCC & other 
awards

• Fees charged



Logbook Of The World (LOTW)

• https://lotw.arrl.org/

https://lotw.arrl.org/


Electronic

• Due to costs, there has been an increase in 
electronic QSLing



Electronic – my wife Marija VK5MAZ



What to do with all of your QSL cards

• Photo albums
• Display boards
• Frames
• website

References.
1.  ARRL



Upon your passing

• Consider passing on your collection to one of 
the historical QSL card collections



Interesting sites & You Tube videos

• https://groups.io/g/qslcardcollectors
• http://hamgallery.com/qsl/
• https://www.oldqslcards.com/
• https://www.ik3qar.it/manager/

• https://youtu.be/X1SjLIEDIHw
• https://youtu.be/MXjTMpC9oi8
• https://youtu.be/Vxgcn3sMVtU
• https://youtu.be/OLZ8nhacgmY
• https://youtu.be/Bsue_BmXd2U
• https://youtu.be/Hfinur3s6aQ

https://groups.io/g/qslcardcollectors
http://hamgallery.com/qsl/
https://www.oldqslcards.com/
https://www.ik3qar.it/manager/
https://youtu.be/X1SjLIEDIHw
https://youtu.be/MXjTMpC9oi8
https://youtu.be/Vxgcn3sMVtU
https://youtu.be/OLZ8nhacgmY
https://youtu.be/Bsue_BmXd2U
https://youtu.be/Hfinur3s6aQ


Questions?


