Results of the 2012 CQ
WW WPX SSB Contest

BY RANDY THOMPSON,* K5ZD
Expanded Results on the Web Solar Indices During
As usual, ORM and operator lists y this article on the WPX SSB Contest 2009-2012

WPX Contest page of the CO websie <www cg-amateur- Yeoar Solar Flux Index A Index K Index
radio.coms. In addition, this year the top scores for the U.S. and 2012 103 10 2
Europe are also on the web in order that we can once again 2011 114 1 a
provide you with a full top-ten” list of world high scores in aach 2010 88 7 2

—Wzvu 2009 7 3 1

category.

wara hopelul for the S4th running of the CQOWPX SSB Contest

in March 2012. Entrants watched the solar forecasts, plotted
their strategies, and trisd to anticipate which category would pro-
duce the most fun, highest score, of a new all-time record.

At the starting gun, the rates were excellant. Many stations
reported more than 400 QS0s in the opening hours. Fifteen meters
was bast from the wastern USA, while 20 and 40 wers the hol
bands back east and in Europe. Something happened to the sun
on Saturday, though, and the spall was broken, Conditions dropped
to anly falr, and squeezing most of the activity into 40, 20, and 15
meters made for a rough-and-tumble experence,

QRM was a popular toplc in the chatter after the contest. Scolt,
KTZ0, said, 9 am not sure | have ever heard 15 as packed as |
haard it this weskend. It sounded ke 20 at the bottom of the solar
cycle.” From Matija, S53MM, “ORM was killing me almast all of the
time." Ed, KBCTA, enjoyed his expariance: "Haavy rain on Saturday
kept ma inside, and what batter way to spend the day than on the
radio fighting ORM on S5B!"

Those who stuck it out saw conditions improve on Sunday. More
than ane entrant commented on having their best rates at the end
of the contest! You |just never know how a contest will play out, so
it is important to stay in the chair all the way to the and, or mayba,
like Dave, KELL, you just can't resist. *| didn’t plan to put in much
time In this contest, but | had fun on Friday night and kept coming
back to the radio like a moth to the flame.”

In the and, much of the enjoyment of contasting is about the expe-
risnce, Bill, K2PO, describad it this way: “it's always fun to have an
exotic station come back to a CQ when you're working US stations.
5X1D was the highlight in that category this time.” Robene, CE4CT,
had soma mamarable momants, loo: =...In the middle of the contest
there were two sarthquakes, 5.9 and 7.2, but in nelther stop trans-
mitting for no loas the rate.”

“WPX iz like a worldwide cosfume ball. You never know who may
be behind the maskl"—Jim, AD1C

Tha WPX Contest counts prefixes as multipliers. This encourages
activation of interesting spacial callsigns and some stations “bor-
rowing” callsigna that have a less common prefix. The result is more
fun, but never knowing 1o whom the voice behind the
belongs. Many Croatian stations added “20” to their prefix 1o cale-
brate tha 20-year anniversary of the 9A prafix, L'Y22A was In hanor
of the 22nd anniversary of independence of Lithuania. The leam at
EIT™ used EINOOT to commamorate the 100th annivarsary of the
Izt (and first!) sailing of the 5.5. Titanic. IY4FGM was the Marconl
Memorial Station oparating from the villa where young Guglielime
Marconl made his first experiments In wireless communications.

Al'm a few weeks of dizappointing conditions, sxpactations

“e-mall; ckSzd & cqgww.com>

Steve, GW4BLE, operated single band 75 melers. You can listen
to your QSO with him at <www.gwdble.dxlixt.co. ui.

Tha top prefix count among all entries was once again achleved
by tha big German multi-multl station DR1A, with 1841, This is 828
fewer prefives than their record set one year ago. The best prefix
tolal by a single-operator was CN2R with 1424, Special thanks to
those stations who provided some of the more interesting prefix mul-
tipliers, including: 4GALD, SP12EU, BJ10SAl, 9A22P, HUBA, L53D,
Le0s, LZ12FDAY, LZ17848IB, LZ40YE, SZBP, TM22P, TM380,
TOTBC, UEBSDRK, V55V, VPSZV, YBEY, and YE3J. Harley, KBEI,
commented, “Some of these calls were so weird | had no idea what
| was working and where to point the beam!”

Single-Operator All Band
The race for top Single-Operator All Band score was once again
betwesn perennial champions Jim, W7EJ, at CN2R, and Tom,
W2SC, atl 8P5A. Jim used his proximity to Europe 1o gain double
QS0 points on the low bands and set a new all-time record. Tom
made 800 more contacts, mostly on 20 and 40, but i just wasn't
enough, Andy, AEBY, was close behind from P49Y, After wrestling
with pulling QS0 numbers out of the QRM all weakend, Andy sug-
gested a new way of saying numbers: “., .we should all use: rero,
ung, due, lres, quattro, cinco, six, siate, offo or ocho, Nova of AUFVE
... doing so would lessen necessary repeats and up the scores
considerably.” Should contesters creale their own set of phonetic
numbers?

Who says the guys in New England win everything? There was
a battle of superstations with super ops for the top USA score. Kevin,
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