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ARDXC Officials and Addresses 
Committee 
Officers: Tony Magon (President), Robert Fitzgerald (Vice-
President), John Wright (Secretary), Geoffrey Wright (Treasurer) 
Ordinary Committee Members: David Brown, John Sanderson, 
Dennis Allen, Denis Smithson. 
Correspondence for Committee: John Wright, 29 Milford Road, 
Peakhurst, NSW, 2210. 
 
Annual Membership Fees (from 1/7/2013): 
All prices quoted in Australian dollars and include GST. 
Australia $62 (Student under 18yo $31); 
NZ, Pacific & Asia $84; Rest of the World $98; 
Family Membership $10 
Email only membership $20 Australia (or US $20 overseas) 
Email + Hard Copy Membership $70 Australia 
Sample copies of the ADXN are available for $5 (or equivalent) 
from John Wright, 71 Hilton Avenue, Roselands, NSW, 2196. 
Email inquiries can be directed to dxer1234@gmail.com 
 

 
Editorial Deadlines & Addresses 

Next deadlines: 
Mar 2019 (Issue 622): Friday 1 March 2019 
Apr 2019 (Issue 623): Friday 29 March 2019 
 
SW Trail, On Air and Editorial 
Craig Seager, 12 Pellion Place, Windradyne, NSW, 2795 
(email: shango12@gmail.com) 
Broadcast Band/FM/The Listening Post 
John Wright, 71 Hilton Ave, Roselands NSW 2196. 
(email: dxer1234@gmail.com) 
Utility 
John Volpato, PO Box 247, Deakin West, ACT 2600. 
(email: john@volpato.net) 
Amateur 
Bob Ronai, (email: vk2bob@gmail.com) 

 

News from Club HQ (with John Wright) 
Welcome to the February 2019 edition of the ADXN. I hope you 
all enjoyed Christmas and the New Year. 
 
Lots of things to ponder over but first as is customary we 
welcome to the club and firstly a name that is been off/on with 
us over and over again since 25/7/80.  
 
1219 Matthew Francis now lives in the Eastern suburb of 
Sydney, Paddington. (I hope you can come along to a meeting 
one day Matt).  Welcome back! 
 
2821 Ben Jones who comes from Brighton Vic, but working in 
Sydney. 
 
2822 Barry Smith who hails from that wonderland called 
Peakhurst in Sydney. Barry is a VK2 and as he knows where I 
live, come along to a meeting!  He also knows where the 
Peakhurst Inn is!     
 
2823 Tim Gaynor from Gunnedah NSW, about 260 km north 
west of Sydney and is the operator of Unique Radio on 5045 
LSB. 
 
2824 Juha Ylonen from Helsinki, Finland. Juha is experiencing 
snow and minus temperatures, well we in Australia are the 
opposite, we are in a furnace like 39 C today but a cool change 
has hit and now it’s like tropics! 
 
You’re all much welcome to contribute to whatever section you 
please. Also, we have meetings in Sydney, Bathurst (Saturday 
mornings at the coffee shop), Brisbane. 

 
The big day for Sydney is at Wyong on the Sunday 24th Feb. 
Nigel Holmes has said that he is coming to town, and staying 
at my place. The Saturday we have a busy day planned, then 
the 5.15am drive to Wyong, Nigel, the next morning so no late 
sessions at the Peakhurst Inn!                                         
 
Wyong Field Day 24th February 2019. 
This is still held at the Wyong Racecourse on the Sunday. We 
haven’t been for a couple of years due to myself having to 
organise everything and standing up and talking for 6 hours. 
This was on the committee meeting Agenda in November. Not 
many takers. I need about 3 volunteers to actively assist for a 
couple of hours each, and not run off after 2 minutes not to be 
seen again, after receiving a free entry pass to put a couple of 
hours in at the stall. 
 
Brisbane meeting, Saturday 9th February. Meeting starts at 
11am 9 Sylvateere Crescent, Wakerley. (Near Capalaba). John 
& Collen Smith’s. For further info you can call 0429 176 131. 
Now don’t forget to bring any new radio toys with you. There 
are some members who never been to a meeting. You’re all 
welcome.  
 
For Sale 
FT43 cores for balun building these are the Neosid equivalents. 
$3-50 each and $4-00 fee for the packing and postage. Contact 
myself 0416 766 490 or email dxer1234@gmail.com or postal 
mail to John Wright, 71 Hilton Ave, Roselands 2196. 
 
ABC Radio Australia online petitions to revive shortwave  
Lately a number of these have taken to the internet. Tecsun 
radio’s our own Gary Cratt has a website where you can add 
your comments. A Google search will provide a few of these 
sites. Now as the leader in portable radios for all bands without 
a doubt Gary has his business in Brookvale in Sydney’s north, 
from which you can do mail order or internet order see Gary at 
his facility 24/9 Powell Road, Brookvale or call Sydney 02 9939 
4377. 
 
Tecsun Radio’s now has an SDR at Goulburn NSW. 
Tecsun Radios Australia has set up a Software defined radio 
(receiver) in Goulburn, a rural town in NSW, Australia. It's a 
quiet location for radio "noise", far away from high density 
population and the accompanying RF noise generated. 
 
The SDR itself is called a "KiwiSDR" and is a commercially 
available unit, costing around $500. Other SDRs only receive a 
narrow portion of the radio spectrum, and require extra 
equipment to connect to the internet. 
 
With the Kiwi SDR, it is easy to remotely identify that a signal 
exists from the "waterfall" display and then accurately tune and 
receive it. 
 
Promotions on Unique Radio the latest is that for 2nd half of 
January and all for February, on 5045 LSB (Lower sideband) 
125 watts from about 0830 UTC to around past 1030 UTC, 
Mon-Wed-Fri nights we have 2 X 30 sec promotions for the 
club. Tim QSLS by email to  nri3@yahoo.com.au 
 
We have sponsored Ozy Radio Craig, and Radio 4KZ Al and 
willing to assist others, we do have another two members likely 
to start at some stage. Essentially we have become the Latin 
America of the 1970’s! Membership is at 146 members, mainly 
from these sponsorships. Also, I have had 250 pamphlets 
made up for Wyong. 
 
Facebook page   
Yes, going gangbusters join us! 
 
Plenty inside enjoy! Let the editors know what you’re hearing!  
Johno                     
 
(Front Cover: Transmitter site of 2BS Bathurst, which left MW 
1503 at the end of December, in favour of FM 95.1 MHz). 
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mailto:john@volpato.net
mailto:vk2bob@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Craig/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/dxer1234@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Craig/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/nri3@yahoo.com.au


 

 
 

Jan/Feb 2019 - Australian DX News - 3 

 

    Shortwave Trail 
 Our monthly roundup of members’ loggings edited by Craig Seager 

 
Editorial Address 12 Pellion Pl., Windradyne NSW 2795 
E-mail  shango12@gmail.com 
 
 
So, here we are for another year of Oztrail Columns, and many thanks to our band of merry men who were active on the bands 
during December and January.  Just a reminder to please use the general format seen below for submissions.  It slows down the 
editorial process if I have to re-sequence the components of a logging to match all the others.  Also, we are not interested in 
antenna bearings (unless there is something worth commenting on in particular), or whether it was a man or woman talking (it will 
generally be one or the other!) Do send links to any audio recordings of interesting stations, as these add a multimedia dimension 
to the “railway timetable” format.  Otherwise, we’re not too picky here!    Read on ……. 
 
3260 Radio Madang, Madang. Tentative as no ID 

heard. 1121 male announcer, 1122 music, poor 

signal.  13/1 (Zollo) 

3325 NBC, Bougainville. 1008 muffled audio but 

sounded like news in EE w/male and female 

announcers. 1012 heard mention of "NBC" so 

pretty sure this is ID'd correctly. 19/1 (Zollo) 

3325 RRI, Palangkaraya, Kalimantan Tengah. Voice 

of Indonesia's Mandarin service at 1135 with talks 

and contemporary jazz ballads. A very quick ID in 

English (!) as "Voice of Indonesia" at 1143. A fair 

signal and no sign of NBC Bougainville this night, 

although NBC was there last night at this time. 

13/1 (Wagner) 

3990 PBS Gannan, Hezuo. CC. Fair with female and 

male speakers. //5970, 1240. 9/1 (Brennan) 

4750 CNR1, Hailar. CC. Poor but good enough to copy 

under Bangladesh Betar 1039. 18/12 (Brennan) 

4765.06 Tajik Radio 1, Yangi Yul. Distinctly Central Asian 

sounding music programming with Tajik anncts at 

1930. The music reflects this country's position on 

the border with Afghanistan and close to Pakistan, 

Jammu and Kashmir. The Tajik language is a 

dialect of Persian (closely related to Dari). 

Interestingly, many Tajiks also speak Russian, a 

throwback to the eras of domination by the 

Russian Empire in the 1870s+ and later the 

Soviets, where it was known as the Tajik Soviet 

Socialists Republic (Tajik SSR). A surprisingly 

good signal right up until the signoff at precisely 

2000 UTC. Slightly off-frequency on 19/1 

(Wagner). ⧫Fair only w/local mx 1155, best signal 

on the Airspy/Wellbrook combination, 5/1 

(Seager) 

4800 CNR1, Golmud. CC Good at 1041, 18/12 

(Brennan) 

4810 AIR. 17/1 from 1530 w/nx in EE (&no more //9380, 

but //11560). Also, here Armenia is silent here at 

1500-1800 since around 27 December!!! 

(Pankov*). 

4820 PBS Xizang, Lhasa. CNR1 px in CC. Fair at 1043, 

18/12 (Brennan) 

4885 Echo of Hope, Seoul. A strong signal with 

spasmodic atmospheric noise (local 

thunderstorms). Heard with a KK talk at 0924 on 

31/12 (Allen). ⧫Good with male speaker (religious 

px?). 0905. 12/1 (Brennan) 

4900 V.O. Strait, Fuzhou. Amoy. Mix of male and 

female talk with pops. Good at 1049, 18/12 

(Brennan) 

4920 PBS Xizang, Lhasa. Tibetan. Female talk with 

musical excerpts. 1054, 18/12 (Brennan) 

4940 V.O. Strait, Fuzhou. Amoy. //4900. Very good. 

1058. 18/12 (Brennan) 

4990 PBS Hunan, Xiangtan. Listed at 10 kW output, 

this is one of a handful of lower-powered Chinese 

regionals. Fading in at 1110 with Mandarin news 

talk or commentary, fair signal and an even earlier 

f/in than when previously noted on Jan 4 (then the 

f/in was 1125). Pretty good for an evening with the 

usual summer atmospherics, although some 

adjacent channel QRM from the RWM Taldom 

time signal on 4996 kHz, which was putting in a 

strong signal tonight. Asian signals often appear 

to be better in our summer months in Australia, 

despite the noise. 13/1 (Wagner) 

5045L Unique Radio, Gunnedah. Fair signal, despite 

thunderstorm noise, pops 11155, through until 

closedown annct. With e-mail address. Gave 

frequency as 3210, 1200*, 12/12 (Seager) 

5050 Voice of Beibu Bay Radio, Nanning, Zhuang 

Autonomous Region of Guangxi. Mandarin music 

programming at 1045. At 1100, time pips and IDs 

in Mandarin including a very brief one in English 

as simply “Beibu Bay Radio”. Into Vietnamese 

programming at 1101 with lots of canned anncts, 

and extended commentary at 1106. Into pop 

music by 1110. A fair signal for its listed 15 kW. 

Also runs // 9820 kHz with a very good signal and 

overpowers the co-channel CNR 2. The city of 

Nanning is near the border of northern Vietnam 

(hence the Vietnamese programming.) The station 

is a joint project CRI and the local Guangxi PBS. 

Beibu Bay Radio draws its name from the Beibu 

Gulf Economic Zone of China’s southwestern 

coastal region, part of the infamous Gulf of Tonkin. 

Older readers and those interested in the Vietnam 

War will remember that on August 2, 1964, 

President Johnson claimed that Vietnam attacked 

American destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin. This 

file:///E:/My%20Documents/Radio/ARDXC/ADXN/Oztrail%20Columns/2014/shango12@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

Jan/Feb 2019 - Australian DX News - 4 

 

sounded the start of a significant escalation in the 

war between Vietnam and the US and its allies. 

19/1 (Wagner) 

5055 4KZ, Innisfail QLD. Beatles “All You Need is 

Love”, and a mix of other ‘60s pops at 2020. 

Strings of adverts for retailers in Innisfail, Cardwell 

and surrounding districts. A fair signal at 2020 but 

pretty ratty by 2030 onwards. Fades out around 

2115 (7:15am QLD time). 19/1 (Wagner). ⧫Heard 

at fair level, but noisy at 0935, 31/12, with a song 

by The Little River Band (Allen). 

5860 R.Farda via Kuwait. Heard with a Farsi ann 

before a song at 1905 on 11/1. A good signal with 

only slight noise and fading (Allen). 

5875 Radio Thailand, Ban Dung. 1100 "Public 

relations department in Bangkok" a few seconds 

after carrier, then Radio Thailand ID in EE for 

Vietnamese service.  31/12 (Zollo) 

5930 R.Romania International, Tiganesti. Heard at 

2005 on 5/12 with a Ukrainian talk. Fair level 

signal, but noisy (Allen). 

5945 V. of Turkey, Emirler. A noisy reception of TT 

songs and anns at 1918, 11/1 (Allen). 

5950 VO Tigray Revolution, Addis Ababa-Gedja. 

Tentative as no ID heard. 1813 African 

music/singing. Possible jamming heard?? Very 

poor signal by 1826. 28/12 (Zollo). ⧫Some great 

regional African music and Tigrinya anncts at 

1940, a fair signal. Various lists are showing R. 

France Int’l via WRMI in English at this time, but 

nothing heard here or on any remote SDRs from 

RFI. 29/12 (Wagner) 

5950 KBS World Radio via Issoudun. Quite good here 

with FF reports heard at 2008 on 5/12 (Allen). 

5970 Radio "Studio 52 Hitmix" from Germany? 19/1 

at 1304 w DJ in EE & evergreen song 

"Blockbuster" &mixing w/2 other stations. 1300-

1400 is beloved time for several private stations 

like Mighty KBC, SWRadio, those on 6085, 7310, 

9485 etc (Pankov*). 

5985 NHK Radio Japan, Ibaragi-Koga-Yamata. 1057 

IS chimes, 1100 ID in Russian. EAs service. 13/1 

(Zollo) 

5985 Myanmar Radio 1102 8/1 in Burmese. (Emanuel) 

5990 R.Romania International, Galbeni. The best 

reception this morning by far! Strong, steady 

signal with hardly any noise. Heard with a 

Romanian talk about the G20 Meeting at 2012 on 

5/12 (Allen). 

6000 The Overcomer Ministry via Kostinbrod. 

Brother Stair raving on with countless details of 

how to contact him! Heard at 1927-1930 on 11/1 

(Allen). 

6010 Vatican R., SM Galeria. French to CAf at 2040, 

fair signal. 4/1 (Wagner) 

6030 Radio Marti, Greenville. ID at 1058. Spanish to 

Cuba. 18/1 (Zollo) 

6035 Bhutan BS, Thimphu. English service at 1050 

with music anncts and some rather low-rent 

contemporary pops. National news at 1100. A fair 

signal but severe local summer atmospherics 

made sustained listening difficult, 17/1 (Wagner) 

6055  Radio Nikkei 1, Chiba-Nagara. Tentative as no 

ID heard. 1112 classical music. 1/12 (Zollo) 

6090 Amhara State R., Addis Ababa. I believe this is 

the one after the CRI s/off at 1957 in Amharic. A 

fair strength from its carrier but the modulation was 

way down. Talks and occasional Afro regional 

music. Faded by 2010. 29/12. (Wagner) 

6110 R.Fana, Addis Ababa. Rhythmically vibrant 

African songs at 1935. A good signal but with 

heavy co-channel QRM at equal strength from 

CRI-Xian’s Russian service till that one signs off at 

1957. Then R. Fana can be enjoyed in the clear 

with a beautiful signal and great music. 29/12 

(Wagner). ⧫Variable signal quality with reception 

of a talk in the listed Amharic language before a 

song at 2020 on 5/12 (Allen). 

6120 V. of Turkey, Emirler. A bit of noise but otherwise 

quite good with a TT talk and some lively music at 

2023, 5/12 (Allen). 

6145 PBS Qinghai, Xining. Presumed to be the weak 

signal here at 1209 with chat in Mandarin and 

soppy music. Runs // 9780 but even weaker there. 

27/12 (Wagner) 

6150 R.Habana, Quivican. S/on a minute late at 1201 

to NAm with full ID in Spanish. A fair signal with 

some splash from the strong CNR 2 on 6155. 

27/12 (Wagner) 

6155 ROI. 22/1 at 0641, classical piano music from Ö1, 

as they always play for a few minutes to gently 

wake up the Austrians, also here during their only 

SW service left. Reception usually too poor to 

enjoy, but almost succeeds today. We must 

treasure every precious moment of classical on 

SW, since there is so little of it. Is there ever *any* 

on US SW stations, public or private? Sacred 

music overlapping with classical genre does not 

count since it`s for the glory of God, not Art 

(Hauser*) 

6170 Voice of Korea, Kujang. Tentative as no ID 

heard. 1117 French to Lat Am. Female 

announcer, adj channel int from 6165. Music at 

1121. // 6185 which was better signal. 31/12 

(Zollo)  

6185 V. of Korea, Kujang. Very good reception of the 

news in EE including an ID before a KK song at 

1005, 31/12. (I usually hear China Huayi BC here 

at this time) (Allen). 

6185 China Huayi BC. Chengdu. CC. Good. Male and 

female speakers. 0920. 18/1 (Brennan) 

6195 BBC, Kranji. 1123 EE service with ID at 1129. 

31/12 (Zollo) 

6200 V.O. Jinling, Nanjing. CC. Pops, very good. 

1335, 03/1 (Brennan) 

7205 AWR via Nauen. Fading in and out of the noise 
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after s/on in EE at 1930, 5/12, then into a talk in 

the Tachelhit language (Allen). 

7225 VOA via Biblis. Fair level but noisy with a Kurdish 

talk at 1939, 5/12 (Allen). 

7225 PBS Sichuan 2, Chengdu. Only just heard. Music 

px. //6060. 1250. 10/1 (Brennan) 

7230 CNR1, Xianyang. CC. Good with female talk. 

//7345. 0840, 26/12 (Brennan) 

7235 Vatican Radio, Santa Maria di Galeria. Heard 

with a Latin church service at 1943, 8/12. A strong 

signal level with some slight distortion (Allen). 

7245 RFI, Issoudun. Quite strong at 1942 on 5/12 with 

FF report, but also quite a bit of noise and fading 

(Allen). 

7254.94 Vo Nigeria, Abuja. Hausa to WAf at 0602 with the 

news. Sometimes this is a strong signal into Mount 

Evelyn but not today! 18/1 (Wagner) 

7259.99 Unid. 24/1 at 1527, JBA carrier slightly offset, vs 

LSB QRhaMs. I don`t have any other carrier 

nearby. Others have been trying to unravel 

Mongolian Radio 3 (per Mauno Ritola, not 2), from  

PBS Xinjiang on slightly different frequencies, but 

at this hour X should be off. Aoki/NDXC has 

Mongolia until 1600, while EiBi says irregular until 

1500. But there is another possibility on 7260 at 

15-16 M-F: Channel Africa in English (Hauser*) 

7280 VoV, Son Tay. English to Eu at 1900 to s/off at 

1927. Then s/on 1930 in French. Fair signal but 

some splash from AWR on 7275. 29/12 (Wagner).  

⧫Very good reception of a FF report about 

Viet/China relations at 1949 on 5/12 (Allen). 

7285 R.Sonder Grense, Meyerton. Very weak in 

Afrikaans under static at 0522 on 9/1 (Adams). 

7290 IRRS via Tiganesti. Heard with an EE talk about 

an Indian writer’s books about agriculture and 

climate change. Fair reception with slight noise 

and fading before s/off at 2000 on 8/12 (Allen).  

7300 R.Akhbar Mufriha, Woofferton. S/on at 2100 to 

NAf. ID anncts in Tachelhit and regional music, 

and then into HCJB preaching later the address 

was given at 2112. Into Arabic ID and 

programming at 2115. Fair signal. Jan 4 (Wagner) 

7305 CNR1, Shijiazhuang. CC. Fair at best. 0847, 

26/12 (Brennan) 

7315 R.Algerienne via Issoudun. A noisy reception of 

the Koran transmission in AA at 1952, 5/12 (Allen). 

7325 Radio Romania Int. EE on 16/12 at 0139 w/px 

called Listeners Letter Box //6130 (here under 

Tibet) (Pankov*). 

7335 R.Kaduna Nigeria, Issoudun. Hausa to WAf at 

0615. News with many mentions of Nigeria. A 

weak signal to start by gradually improved by 

0645. 18/1 (Wagner) 

7340 AIR, Mumbai. Strong signal at 1515 with long laid-

back Indian grooves and anncts in the presumed 

scheduled Baluchi language. The audio appeared 

to be distorted at times in both speech and music, 

so definitely some transmitter issues here. 4/1 

(Wagner) 

7345 CNR1, Beijing. CC. Excellent signal. Sounded 

like a news px.0850. 26/12 (Brennan) 

7450 PBS Xizang, Lhasa. S/on in CC at 1100 on 31/12. 

Fair level signal with slight noise and fading 

(Allen). 

7495 North Korea Reform R., Tashkent. Korean 

commentaries at 2040. A weak signal and faded 

by 2100. 29/12 (Wagner) 

7520 WHRI. EE on 30/12 from 0300 //5920 w/rlg px & 

from 0328 w/different px on 7520 in RR called 

"Your Story Hour Ministries" (Pankov*). 

7780 R.Argentina al Exterior, Okeechobee FL. The 

RAE German service at 2125 with its unique 

Argentinian-flavoured programming. This is a 

weekday only service. Fair signal. 4/1 (Wagner) 

7780 WRMI w/Radio Slovakia Int. EE on 18/1 w/px 

dedicated for a great hero Jan Palah of CZ, fired 

himself in 1969 after an invasion of Soviet/Warsaw 

pact troops there vs Prague Spring (Pankov*). 

9100 Echo of Hope, Seoul. KK. Talk and mix of pops. 

0855, 26/12 (Brennan) 

9400 The Overcomer Ministry via Kostinbrod. Fair 

level reception of an EE talks about the loss of 

privacy in today’s modern world. Heard at 1931 on 

8/12 (Allen). 

9410 BBC via Kranji. English to SAs on 16/1, fair at 

0125 (Adams). 

9420 VO Greece, Avlis. Tentative as no ID heard. 

Greek to Europe. 0700 presumably religious 

singing...0752 same and still no ID as of 0805. 

30/12 (Zollo) 

9420 CNR13, Lingshi. Uighur. Weak with male talk. 

1155. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9435 Voice of Korea, Kujang. EE to Lat Am with ID at 

1003. 1/1 (Zollo). ⧫1025 on 3/1 in English. 

Recognisable but not readily readable (Emanuel). 

9440 Bible Voice (a.k.a. Dardasha 7), Nauen. S/on 

0600 in Arabic to NAf. A very weak signal for most 

of the 15 min broadcast. 18/1 (Wagner) 

9470 PBS Xinjiang, Urumqi. CC. Poor under EWTN. 

0907, 26/12 (Brennan) 

9480 CNR11, Baoji Sifangshan. Tibetan. Good. 

Operatic singing. 0910. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9490 PBS Xizang, Lhasa. Tibetan. Fair with some 

QRM from CNR1 on 9500. Music px. 0913. 26/12 

(Brennan). 

9500 CNR1, Shijiazhuang. CC. Excellent signal. 

Station promos and canned announcements. 

0917. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9510 IRRS Italy via Romania site. Rlg px in EE on 20/1 

from 1030 - bad choice of freq: till 1050 CNR in 

Mo& from 1120 Iran in Vernaculars (Pankov*). 

9515 CNR2, Beijing. CC. Very good. Female news(?) 

reader. //9570. 0922. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9525 Radyo Dengê Welat, Grigoriopol. Kurdish news 

reports at 2015. Frequent technical breaks 

(interruptions) in transmission noted over a 25 min 
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listening period. Otherwise, the signal was 

strong….when it was there! 29/12 (Wagner) 

9525 Voice of Welt (Radyo Denge Welat), Issoudun.  

Tentative as no ID heard. 1833 male announcer. 

Kurdish to M East. 28/12 (Zollo). ⧫Heard with a M-

Eastern type song and music and then Kurdish 

anns. Strong reception level with only slight noise 

and fading at 1935 on 8/12 (Allen). 

9530 CNR11, Baoji Sifangshan. Tibetan. Good. Pop 

ballad and choral mx. 0925. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9550 VoA via Pinheira. Weak with snatches of EE to Af 

on 9/1 at 0605 (Adams). 

9560 PBS Xinjiang, Urumqi. Not a bad signal, despite 

periods of noise. Heard with a Uighur talk at 1004 

on 28/12 (Allen). ⧫Uighur. Poor, male talk. 0934, 

26/12 (Brennan) 

9570 CNR2, Golmud. Fair. Heard under KBS. Male 2 

male talk. //9515. 0937. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9580 KBS, Kimjae. Japanese to Japan at 0120, good 

on 16/1 (Adams). 

9585 TWR, Manzini. 26/1 at 1513, S5-S7 in Special 

French about Dieu, J-C. It`s 100 kW TWR at 1455-

1525 in Malgache/French at 64 degrees, following 

another 1418-1453 in other languages at 5 

degrees. May well be the only African on band 

now (Hauser*) 

9610 KNLS, Anchor Point. 0942 1/1 in Chinese 

(Emanuel).  

9620 CNR6, Beijing. Hakka. Radio play. Good. //6165. 

0942. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9634.91 VoV, Son Tay. Network 1 service in Vietnamese, 

noted at 0305 (1:05pm AEDT), but can be heard 

most of the daylight hours here. Fair signal. 29/12 

(Wagner) 

9650 Saudi Arabia Main Px, Riyadh. AA on 29/12 at 

1900 w ID //9555, 9870, several MWs (Pankov*). 

9650 Voice of Korea, Kujang. 0952 on 11/1 in 

Japanese. Just there (Emanuel). 

9665 KCBS Pyongyang, Kanggye. Poor with 

Domestic service in Korean at 0316 on 16/1 

(Adams). 

9680 Voice of Hope, Lusaka. Barely audible in EE to 

SAf at 0601 on 9/1 (Adams). 

9685 CNR5, Beijing. CC. Good. Female talk. //11620. 

0951. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9700 Sri Lanka BC, Trincomalee. Booming in with 

what sounded like a Tamil comedy song followed 

by instrumental music, then another song. Heard 

at 1153 on 31/12 (Allen). 

9710 KNLS, Anchor Point. EE to Far East. Religious 

prog 1017, ID at 1019. 26/12 (Zollo) 

9720 Sri Lanka BC, Trincomalee. Hindi (?) to SAs at 

1117 with a selection of local songs. A beautiful 

signal. 27/12 (Wagner) 

9720 CNR2, Baoji Xinjie. CC. Good. Mix of male talk. 

//9515. 0955. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9730  Myanmar Radio, Yangon. Tentative, very weak 

reception of Domestic service with snatches of 

English fading in and out at 0306 on 16/1. Pleased 

to hear this after many years of trying in this time 

slot. (Midday Asian Mode) (Adams). ⧫Fair signal 

with a Burmese talk at 1010 on 28/12. However, it 

was spoiled by splash from RTI in Cantonese on 

9735 (Allen). 

9740 RRI, Tiganesti. Weak in SS to SAm on 16/1 at 

0303, fair at 0325 (Adams). 

9755 CNR2, Baoji Sifingshan. CC. Fair only 1005. 

26/12 (Brennan) 

9765 Deewa Radio via Udon Thani. Pasto to 

Afghanistan at 0116, fair on 16/1 (Adams). 

9765 NHK in JJ w DJ in JJ on 20/01 at 1705-1755 w hits 

of Johnny Mitchel, like "The Big Yellow Taxi" 

(Pankov*). 

9770 KBS World Radio, Kimjae. 0958 music, female 

announcer, 0959 ID "One Fine Day with Lena 

Park". EE to SE Asia. 26/12 (Zollo). ⧫ID at 1130 

for Chinese service to SE Asia. 31/12 (Zollo) 

9775 CNR2, Beijing. CC. Fast male talk. Good. 1103. 

26/12 (Brennan) 

9775 Unid. 27/1 at 1447, F-G, ``You are listening to a 

test transmission`` and music medley (a few 

seconds each) of S Asian, Portuguese? and off in 

less than a minute at 1448*. AFAIK, such tests 

come only from the Encompass Woofferton site 

(Hauser*) 

9780 AWR via Moosbrunn. Noisy reception of FF talk 

heard at 1934 on 8/12 (Allen).   

9780 PBS Qinghai, Xining. Noisy reception of a CC 

discussion at 1016 on 28/12 (Allen). 

9785 CNR8, Beijing. KK. Reasonable. Female talk. 

//5975. 1112. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9790 R.Saudi Int’l (BSKSA), Riyadh. This station 

appears to have resurrected this frequency for the 

Arabic general service at 1550 with talks. Arabic 

songs and talk at 1603 after the station ID. Co-

channel QRM from CNR 1 until that station 

stopped at 1600 after their time pips. General a 

good signal from Riyadh once China left the air. 

Jan 4 (Wagner) 

9790 VOA, Tinang. 0920 11/1, in Chinese (Emanuel). 

9810 CNR2, Baoji Sifingshan. CC. Good. Female talk. 

//9515. 1117. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9820 V.O.Beibu Radio, Nanning. VV. Good with 

female pop ballad. //5050. 1129. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9830 CNR1, Beijing. CC. Excellent signal. Canned 

promos. //9845. 1129. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9840 Voice of Vietnam, Hanoi-Sontay. EE to 

Indonesia. 1003 male announcer news/current 

affairs, ID at 1007. 26/12 (Zollo) 

9850 Qinghai PBS, Xining. Barely audible in Tibetan 

on 16/1 at 0255 (Adams).  ⧫A quagmire here at 

1220 with PBS Qinghai via Xining in Tibetan PLUS 

VoKorea, Kujang in Korean. And possibly even 

Sound of Hope also heard here, and all at fairly 

weak signal strengths. 27/12 (Wagner). ⧫Good 

but sharing with VOK. //5990. 1144. 26/12 
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(Brennan) 

9860 CNR1, Beijing. CC. Good with mix of male and 

female talk. //9845. 1148. 26/12 (Brennan) 

9865 AIR, Bengaluru. Vividh Bharati service to SAs 

with pleasant instrumental music at 0315 and 

Hindi anncts. Good signal. 29/12 (Wagner). ⧫A 

good reception of s/off in Hindi including several 

ID details. Heard at 1200 on 31/12 (Allen). 

9885 VoA, SM Galeria. French to Af at 0620 (weekdays 

only) until s/off 0630. Fair to good signal. The 

earlier services from VoA on this freq between 

0330 and 0530 are via Pinheira, Saõ Tomé. 18/1 

(Wagner) 

9900 BBC WS, Kranji. 1112 1/1. English. Good signal 

(Emanuel). 

9910 KTWR, Guam. EE on 20/1 at 1135 giving the 

addresses abc@twr.org.hk and Box 900, 

Hongkong (at the same time another rlg px also in 

EE was heard on 11965) (Pankov*). 

9920 FEBC, Iba. Very good with some jamming 

evident. Male talk and children’s songs. 1220. 

09/1 (Brennan) 

9930 World Harvest Radio, Palau. 1041 religious prog 

in EE, with ID heard 1044. 13/1 (Zollo) 

9940 R.Thailand, Udon Thani. Excellent reception of a 

Malay commentary at 1208 on 31/12 (Allen). 

9950 AIR, Bengaluru. Nepali service at 0325 with 

music programming, fair signal. 29/12 (Wagner) 

9990 R.Farda via Kuwait. Heard with a selection of 

enjoyable, upbeat Persian songs at 1205-1212 on 

31/12 (Allen). 

11520 WEWN, Vandiver. English to WAf at 0051, poor 

on 16/1 (Adams). 

11530 R.Dengê Welat, Grigoriopol. Kurdish to the ME 

at 1130, a Kurdish song at 1134. Very good signal. 

This service runs from 0600-1500, and I can hear 

it for pretty much the entire time. 27/12 (Wagner). 

⧫Kurdish. Very good with pleasant music px 

followed by news. 1058. 17/1 (Brennan) 

11560 AIR. Almost daily after broadcast in Urdu till 1530 

is w nx in EE//4810 & others, but no more on 9380 

(Pankov*). 

11590 AIR, Panaji. Only fair in Sinhala at 0046 to SAs on 

16/1 (Adams). 

11601 Voice of Tibet, Dushanbe. S/on 1230 in Tibetan. 

Moves to 11605 at exactly 1235, right in mid-

sentence and runs until 1300 s/off. Fair to good 

signal on 17/1 (Wagner) 

11610 KNLS, Anchor Point AK. S/on 1100 in Mandarin 

to EAs, NF (ex 7355). Fair signal. Jan 4 (Wagner) 

11620 VoA, Tinang. To SEAs at s/on 1130 with slow 

English until s/off 1200, NF (ex 17790) and a very 

good signal. // 15715 (also very good) and 12125 

(weak signal) both via Ban Dung also heard, 10/12 

(Wagner). ⧫EE service to unknown area. Sign on 

1129 with ID and theme song. 1130 Special 

English programme that airs daily. Sign-off 1200. 

No mention I can find anywhere of this frequency! 

(heard also on 3/1 and 31/12 and see also log for 

15175). 1/1 (Zollo) 

11640 Radio Taiwan Int., Kouhi. 1040 on 4/1 in 

Chinese. Good readable signal (Emanuel) 

11665 RTM, Kajang.  May have been missing for several 

days according to one report, but currently on air 

now (@ 0530UT) playing some woeful pop ballads 

and occasional anncts. Interestingly, anncts are 

definitely NOT in Malay as reported in all the usual 

online frequency lists. Perhaps the language is 

Iban or Kayah? Not sure! ToH passed with 

continuous music, then news at 0502 for about 10 

min. Still nothing heard on 9835. 14/1(Wagner). 

11670 RHC, Bauta. Poor in SS at 0100, splash from 

RTM, Kajang in Malaysian on 16/1 (Adams). 

11680 Voice of Hope, Lusaka. Very good in EE to SAf 

on 9/1 at 0548 (Adams). 

11740 R.Japan via Kranji. Good reception of a Burmese 

discussion heard at 1049, 13/1 (Allen). 

11745 Al-Azm Radio, Jeddah. Arabic for the Saudi 

troops on the Yemen border at 0635 with Qur’an 

prayers, a fair signal. 18/1.  YouTube video clip of 

Al-Azm at https://youtu.be/ewNL1OSGqb4 

(Wagner)  

11760 RHC, Bauta. Poor in SS at 0035 under CNR 1, 

Shijiazhuang on 16/1 (Adams). 

11780 Radio Nacional Amazonia, Brasilia. RNA 

getting beaten up by CRI 0008-0030 21/1, lively 

'musica popular Brasileira' leaking through CH 

chat. (Sheedy). ⧫25/1 at 1332, Brazilian talk and 

music but only S5-S8 as RNA is normally weak in 

our mornings. Recheck at 1425, no signal; at 1517 

a JBA carrier which by now could be TWR 

SWAZILAND in Somali. Apparently RNA is not on 

continuously all-day (Hauser*) 

11780 R.Romania International, Galbeni. Fair level 

reception of a Romanian discussion including an 

ID at 1017 on 2/12 (Allen). 

11785 CRI via Cërrik. 0718 on 20/1 in English, howling 

QRM degrades, mostly readable (Emanuel). 

11790 CRI via Xianyang. With poor-fair EE 

programming // 11885 (Xianyang) on 21/1 0015+. 

(Sheedy) 

11790 Bible Voice, Talata Volonondry. Some heavy 

American bible bashing at 0210 until s/off 0230, 

beamed to SAs on Thurs, Sat and Sun only. A 

weak signal for most of the time, 19/1 (Wagner). 

11790 RFI via Talata-Volonondry. Swahili identification 

heard at 0545 under NHK, Yamata in Russian on 

9/1 (Adams). 

11800 RRI, Tiganesti. Spanish to SAm at 0030, poor 

under CNR 2, Beijing on 16/1 (Adams). 

11810 KBS World R., Kimjae. Japanese to Japan at 

0225, a weak signal, 19/1 (Wagner) 

11825 WHRI, Cypress Creek. 0908 on 6/1 in English. 

OK signal, major QRN fades in/out degrades 

severely (Emanuel). 

11850 BBC, Kranji. English to EAs at 1240 with a 

file:///C:/Users/Craig/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/abc@twr.org.hk
https://youtu.be/ewNL1OSGqb4
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discussion on racism in England, NF (ex 15510), 

very good signal, 12/12. (Wagner) 

11860 Rep of Yemen Radio Sana’a. Saudi sponsored 

broadcast, probably via Jeddah or possibly 

Riyadh. Long Arabic songs (quite listenable, 

actually!) at 0645 until 0657 when it was flattened 

by a ridiculously strong mile-wide signal from CRI-

Cërrik signing on for their 0700 Mandarin service 

to Eu. Interestingly, there was no propagation here 

of the 11860 kHz co-channel PBS Xizang Tibetan 

service on this particular afternoon. However, PBS 

was indeed operating according to several Asian 

KiwiSDRs. 18/1 (Wagner) 

11905 BBC via Al Seela. Poor in Farsi at 0524, under 

CNR 6, Beijing in Hakka on 9/1 (Adams). 

11915 R.Taiwan Int., Paochung. 1003 19/1 in 

Indonesian. Great Signal Disappears at 1005 

(Emanuel). 

11945 CNR1 (jammer). Echo-jamming v. VOA (unheard) 

0020 21/1. CNR1 also noted on 15245 v. VOA & 

9670 v. RFA (both VOA/RFA unheard) & on 

regular sked 15550 from Beijing. (Sheedy) 

11955 CRI, Kunming-Anning. Tagalog service to 

Philippines, with IS at 1130, followed by ID in 

Chinese then presumably in Tagalog, and then 

sounded like news. 18/1 (Zollo) 

11965 KTWR, Agana. Tentative as not 100% sure of ID. 

Station chimes at 1102, but barely audible, 1105 

JBA male announcer religious prog, heavy fading. 

26/12 (Zollo). ⧫Heard with a song in the Madurese 

transmission at 1027 on 2/12. Fairly strong but 

noisy (Allen). 

11995 BBS via Kranji. Abrupt on in Hindi at 0059, very 

good on 16/1 (Adams). 

12015 BBC via Dhabbaya. Only fair in AA to EAf at 0530 

on 9/1 (Adams). 

12019 VO Vietnam, Hanoi-Sontay. 1007 World News in 

EE to Indonesia. ID'd at 1012 with mention of 

"VOV Sunday Show". 13/1 (Zollo) 

12035.7 V.O.Turkey. 25/1 at 1331, VOT English has just 

started but JBA, only enough to tell it`s an off-

frequency day. Already off at 1422 recheck to hear 

if it`s built up as the Sun levants itself (Hauser*) 

12070 FEBC, Iba. Good in CC to FE on 16/1 at 0020 

(Adams). 

12085 Voice of Mongolia, Ulan Bator. 0904 on 20/1 in 

English. OK, fading to nothing (Emanuel). 

12140 R.Azadi, Ban Dung. Pashto service to 

Afghanistan at 0235, rapid-fire talk, possibly news 

at 0240, fair signal and // 13860 but much weaker 

there, 19/1 (Wagner) 

13600 CRI via Kunming. Weak reception of Chinese 

lessons in the Tamil service at 0355, followed by 

Tamil anns before s/off at 0400 on 21/1 (Allen).  

13695 AIR GOS, Bengaluru. EE to Oceania. 1028 music 

then ID. 26/12 (Zollo). ⧫Beamed to the ME in the 

Kannada language at 0243 with what sounded like 

story-telling in song, a fair signal here at Mount 

Evelyn, but well heard on the Qatar KiwiSDR, 19/1 

(Wagner) 

13745 R.Thailand/HSK9 in EE 0012-0030+ 21/1 with 

world & business news & @ 0030: 'This is Radio 

Thailand news--Special Report." (Sheedy). ⧫Thai 

to WNA with EE pop music at 0130, good on 16/1 

(Adams). 

13760 Voice of Korea, Kujang. 0844 30/12 in Russian. 

Poor to nothing (Emanuel). 

13765 R.Farda via Udon Thani. Weak reception of lively 

songs before Persian anns including an ID at 0521 

on 5/12 (Allen). 

15105 VOK, Kujang. Heard at 0238 with usual music px. 

Abrupt finish at 0240 followed by heavy hum 

presumably from the txr. High pitched tuning 

signal heard 0250-0255 then IS at 0300 ahead of 

scheduled CC px and a return to the music. Good 

signal. 21/1 (Brennan) 

15110 VoA via Tinang. Good in Burmese to SEA at 0137 

on 16/1 (Adams). ⧫Burmese. Talk followed by 

sign off theme. Good 0230. 21/1 (Brennan). 

15120 BSKSA, Riyadh. Noisy reception with periods of 

fading. Heard with a Bengali commentary at 1107, 

21/12 (Allen). 

15140 R.Sultanate of Oman, Thumrayt. Noted in 

English (not the scheduled Arabic) at 1540 with 

pops and anncts, mentions of Oman and coming 

events. Mixed at an equally fair level with R. 

Habana via Quivican in Spanish also with lively 

Latin riffs. 4/1 (Wagner) 

15160 CRI, Nanning. Very good reception of a 

Cambodian talk, then a song at 1111 on 21/12 

(Allen). 

15175 VOA, Ban Dung. Tentative as no ID heard. Show 

about batteries in EE finishing at 1138. At 1145 

heard // to 11620 which was about 1 sec ahead. 

19/1 (Zollo) 

15197.2 RHC. 27/1 at 1542, cursory check for spurs from 

RHC 15140 finds this one with enough squishy 

music sound to match, i.e. 2 x 28.6 kHz above, 

and signs of others above and below at those 

multiples. Something`s always wrong at RHC 

(Hauser*) 

15215.12 Gaweylon Tibetan Radio, Al-Dhabbaya, UAE. 

Tentative as no ID heard. 1206 male announcer. 

Tibetan to S Asia. 14/12 (Zollo) 

15225 CRI, Kashi. CZ transmission for Europe heard at 

1115, 21/12. Fair level signal spoiled by noise and 

fading (Allen). 

15235 Athmik Yathra Radio via Nauen. Surprisingly 

strong reception with only slight noise and fading. 

Language listed as Nockte. Heard at 1345, 31/12, 

including an ID and Sri Lanka contact number 

details (Allen). 

15255 R.Romania International, Galbeni. Heard with a 

FF talk at 1117 on 21/12. Good level with only 

slight noise and fading (Allen). 

15280 NHK World Radio, Yamata. 0730 12/1 in 
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Japanese. Weak, fades, mostly readable, QRN 

below degrades (Emanuel).  

15285 Athmeeya Yatra R., Nauen. Good to see the 

return of this station after an absence from the SW 

bands. S/on 1230 with a clear ID in the Kashmiri 

language to SAs on Thursdays (various other 

languages on other days of the week). A fair 

signal. 27/12 (Wagner) 

15310 BBC via Tinang. Here with a Burmese discussion 

with “We wish you a Merry Christmas” playing 

quietly in the background. Heard with slight noise 

and fading at 0010 on 25/12 (Allen). 

15330 FEBC, Bocaue. Another good reception of a 

happy-sounding, bouncy song with plenty of 

percussion accompaniment on the Mon 

transmission heard at 1122 on 21/12 (Allen). 

15335 CRI, Kashi. 0813 on 12/1 in Russian. Just there 

(Emanuel). 

15410 AIR, Panaji. Strong reception of a Thai talk 

spoiled by electrical interference at 1125, 21/12 

(Allen). 

15450 FEBC, Iba. Fair level but slightly noisy reception 

of a talk in the listed Hui Zu language at 0920 on 

4/1 (Allen) 

15500 AWR, Trincomalee. Amharic service to EAf at 

0400-0430. A good signal but heavy QRM from 

the stronger co-channel CNR 2. 28/12 (Wagner) 

15529.7 R.Kuwait, Sulaibiyah. English to Eu at 0540 with 

preachings from the Holy Prophet. Into a pop rock 

song at 0545. A fair and clear signal but way off 

frequency, 18/1 (Wagner) 

15570 CNR 11, Baoji (Shaanxi province). Broadcast in 

the Kham language first noted at 0330 (s/on 0300) 

to 0400, when it then changes to Tibetan. A fair 

signal. There are a few regional dialects of Kham, 

which is spoken in Nepal and parts of Tibet. It is a 

complex Sino-Tibetan language. Indeed, some 

consider Kham to be a Tibetan dialect, although 

listening to this broadcast, there is a distinctly 

different sound between Kham and Tibetan. 28/12 

(Wagner) 

15595 Vatican Radio, Santa Maria di Galeria. A good 

level signal with some slight noise and fading. 

Heard with what sounded like RR prayers at 0954 

on 13/1 (Allen). 

15600 Test. 21/1 at 1509, dead air at S9+10 but soon a 

music medley and ``You are listening to a test 

transmission`` and off at 1510*. This is the pattern 

of Woofferton, Encompass ex-BaBcoCk. WOF is 

in fact HFCC-registered for IBB Kurdish at 14-15; 

certainly not Bulgaria after 1500, among 

numerous wooden entries for Spaceline (Hauser*) 

15625 AWR via Trincomalee. Cantonese to FE on 16/1, 

poor at 0140 (Adams). 

15690 Radio Farda, Biblis, Germany. 1213 pop music, 

1214 male announcer ID "RadioFarda.com". 

14/12 (Zollo) 

15715 VOA, Udorn. EE on 20/1 at 1145 w/px "Learning 

English", feat the theme of Missouri river problem 

in the past between Nebraska & Texas states 

//12125, but silent on 17790 (Pankov*). 

17700 Radyo Pilipinas, Tinang. Only fair at 0220 in EE 

to ME, //17820 Tinang also fair on 16/1 (Adams). 

17820 Radyo Pilipinas, Tinang. At 0318 in English with 

travel chat and pop songs in English. A somewhat 

tinny narrow audio bandwidth….were they 

phoning this into Tinang? :-). Weak signal. 28/12 

(Wagner) 

19050H VO Homeland/Denge Welat via Issoudun. 2nd 

hx of fundamental 9525 on 15/1 at 1650 in KU. Let 

to remind from Mon to Fri at 0400-0445 & 0500-

0545 the pxs are in Turkish (not in Kurdish!) 

(Pankov*). 

21600 VoA, Tinang. Tibetan service at s/on 0300 to EAs. 

A weak signal but no jamming and also noted on 

// 21795 via Tinang with a weak signal, and also 

on 17865 with a good signal. 28/12 (Wagner) 

 

Contributors: 
Rumen Pankov, Sofia, Bulgaria (Sony ICF2001D, Folded 

Marconi antenna). 

John Adams, Langwarrin Vic (Sony ICF-SW7600GR, 7 Metre 

Reel Antenna) 

Dennis Allen, Milperra NSW (Icom IC-R75, Realistic DX160, 

Longwires) 

Phil Brennan, VK8VWA, Darwin NT (JRC NRD 515, Afedri 

SDR, Wellbrook ALA1530 LNPro, PA0RDT mini whip) 

Rob Wagner, VK3BVW, Mount Evelyn, VIC (Yaesu FTDX 

3000, Kenwood TS2000, Yaesu FRG100, Kenwood R5000, 

Tecsun PL-680, Horizontal Sky Loop, Double Bazooka 

antennas for 80, 40 and 20 metres, Par EF-SWL End Fed 

antenna, BHI NEIM1031 Digital Noise Eliminating Module, 

MFJ-1026 Noise Cancelling Module, ATU). 

Dan Sheedy, Moonlight Beach, CA (PL380/6m X wire [which 

is a classy way of saying I wrapped 6m of bell wire around the 

roof-rack on the XTerra & alli-clipped it to the '380's whip]). 

Glenn Hauser, Enid OK USA (JRC NRD-545 with 

Wellbrook ALA-330S; Icom R-75, Tecsun PL-880, Radio 

Shack DX-398, Grundig Yacht Boy 400, with random wires; 

Grundig G8) 

Bob Emanuel, Blackheath, NSW (Icom R8500, Sony AN1 

Active antenna). 

Craig Seager, VK2HBT, Bathurst NSW (Perseus SDR, JRC 

NRD-545, Airspy HF+, DX Engineering Preamp, Wellbrook 

feeder isolator, Icom IC-746, Loop Skywire, Home-made 

Loop with LZ1AQ amplifier, Wellbrook ALA1530-LNPro) 

*   Denotes listener outside of Australia 

  Digital mode  

    Editor’s hot choice  

(CS) ⧫ 
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   On Air 
 

The Latest News from the Shortwave Bands  
edited by Craig Seager 
 
Editorial Address 12 Pellion Pl., Windradyne NSW 2795 
E-mail  shango12@gmail.com 
                                                    

CONGO [Brazzaville]    
On Jan 5th at 1854 UT on 6115 kHz the ID in French was 
"Radio Diffusion Congo Nacional". 
(Rumen Pankov-BUL, via wwdxc BC-DX TopNews Jan 12) 
 

CONGO D.R 
6210.19 kHz, Radio Kahuzi, Bukavu, at 1640-1710 UT, on 
Jan 18, French, comments, mentioned "Congo", "Les 
Congolais", at 1700 UT English, religious comments. At first 
fair signal but now deteriorated and became almost 
inaudible. 
(Manuel Mendez, Lugo-ESP, HCDX Jan 18) 
 

INDIA 
Re:  AIR Kurseong on 4895 kHz. reactivated. 
 
I contacted AIR Kurseong just now and the info is that they 
are back on SW from January 1, 2019 after being off air (on 
SW) for some months. 
 
Currently they are on air for the morning transmission only 
on 4895 kHz at 0055-0400 (Sat Sun 0430) UT. 
 
After about 10 days they will be on in the evening hours also 
on 4895 kHz at 1130-1700 (Sat, Sun 1741) UT. 
 
After about 20 days they will be on the daytime frequency of 
7230 kHz at 0620-1030 UT. 
 
The transmitter is of 50 kW but it is being operated now at 
30 kW 
<http://www.allindiaradio.gov.in/station/KURSEONG/Pages
/default.aspx> 
(Jose Jacob IND  VU2JOS, direct, EEDXC Top News Jan 
16) 
 

MONGOLIA    
4895 kHz, Mongolian Radio 1, Murun, at 0730-0934 UT on 
Jan 11, nothing here in my QTH, no audio, no carrier, but 
heard via SDR Kiwi remote receiver in Irkutsk, Russia, with 
Mongolian comments, male and female, Mongolian songs, 
and with SINPO 25332. 
(Manuel Mendez-ESP, hcdx Jan 11) 
 
Yes, this seems to have reactivated since new year after a 
long inactivity, excluding some one-day appearances. 
Heard with weak signal here in Finland due to geomagnetic 
storm. Carries now 1st programme instead of 3rd. 
 
[later]  Re: Mongolian Radio, Murun on air now, heard via 
remote SDR Kiwi Irkutsk, Russia. 
 
But just as I hit 'send', it went off the air at 0955 UT, 
confirmed via Irkutsk rx, so seems they have big troubles in 
keeping the transmitters on the air. 

 
4830 kHz has been completely off, monitored daily by 
Japanese DXers. 
(Mauno Ritola-FIN, hcdx Jan 11) 
 

SUDAN    
9505 kHz, Al-Aitahab, 100 kW / 210 deg, Voice of Africa, on 
Jan 1 at 1747 UT- Weak, but in the clear, and I think they're 
in English at this time, though might also be in French. Just 
too weak to be perfectly clear. Lots of musical bridges. As I 
listen more, sounding more French than English to me. 
Been a lot of years since I've heard them, so nice to hear 
them again. When Africa is in, I check for 11735 kHz 
Zanzibar, but no luck with them, so perhaps they're on one 
of their extended outages. 
 
Checked also Sudan's other frequency of 7205 kHz. Very 
strong in Esperanto [7205 kHz 17-18 UT CRI Beijing - gh], 
but there's clearly an African sounding station cochannel. I 
had thought Sudan only had a single transmitter which 
alternates frequencies, but perhaps they have two. 
(Walt Salmaniw-BC-CAN, dxld Jan 8) 
 
Omdurman is regular on air on both, on exact frequency: 
Reception of Voice of Africa Sudan Radio and Radio 
Omdurman Jan 2 
 
1715-1800 9505 ALF 100 kW 210 deg to CeAF English 
VoAfrica,  weak/fair from 1900 7205 ALF 100 kW 210 deg 
to CeAF Arabic R Omdurman, good signal 
 
Fair signal of Voice of Africa Sudan Radio, Jan 5 
1630-1715 9505 ALF 100 kW 210 deg to CeAF French 
1715-1800 9505 ALF 100 kW 210 deg to CeAF English 
 
Reception of Voice of Africa Sudan Radio on Jan 6 
1630-1715 9505 ALF 100 kW 210 deg to CeAF French, 
good 
1715-1800 9505 ALF 100 kW 210 deg to CeAF English-fair 
1800-1830 9505 ALF 100 kW 210 deg to CeAF Hausa, 
weak: 
(Ivo Ivanov-BUL, via dxld Jan 8 via wwdxc BC-DX 
TopNews) 
 

UNITED STATES 
Hello SWLing Post readers – I would like to provide an 
updated broadcast schedule for my radio program. A few 
changes have been made including resumption of 
broadcasts to Europe via Channel 292. 
 
VORW Radio International is a light-entertainment program 
which consists of listener requested music of all genres and 
eras, as well as miscellaneous commentary on various 
topics. 
 
Thursday 1000 UTC – 5950 kHz – To Mexico 

file:///E:/My%20Documents/Radio/ARDXC/ADXN/Oztrail%20Columns/2014/shango12@gmail.com
http://www.allindiaradio.gov.in/station/KURSEONG/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.allindiaradio.gov.in/station/KURSEONG/Pages/default.aspx
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Thursday 1000 UTC – 6070 kHz, 7440 kHz – To Western & 
Central Europe (New) 
Thursday 2000 UTC – 7780 kHz – To Eastern North 
America 
Thursday 2100 UTC – 7780 kHz – To North America and 
Europe (New) 
Thursday 2300 UTC – 9955 kHz – To South America 
Friday 0000 UTC – 7730 kHz – To Western North America 
Friday 0100 UTC – 5850 kHz, 7780 kHz, 9395 kHz – To 
Europe and North America 
Friday 0400 UTC – 7730 kHz – To Western North America 
Friday 2200 UTC – 9955 kHz – To South America 
Saturday 2300 UTC – 9395 kHz to North America 
Sunday 0100 UTC – 4840 kHz – To North America 
Sunday 2200 UTC – 7570 kHz – To North America 
 
If you have the opportunity to hear my show on any of these 
frequencies, please send in a reception report and let me 
know how conditions are in your area! You can write to me 
at vorwinfo@gmail.com 
 
Happy Listening! 
(VORW via SWLing Post) 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
K3ZO, Fred Laun, notes "As a matter of interest, most 
issues of the British publication "The Short Wave Magazine" 
from 1937 through 2000 are available to look at online at"   
https://www.americanradiohistory.com/Short_Wave_UK.ht
m 
(Ray Crawford and Raewyn Crawford in QLD) 
 
New WRTH-DVD available (1947-1998 – the first 52 
years) 
 
Today we'd like to inform you that we have digitized much 
more volumes of the WRTH and offer them for sale: 
 
WRTH-CD 1 (1947-1958) 
WRTH-CD 2 (1959-1970) 
WRTH-CD 3 (1971-1982) 
WRTH-CD 4 (1983-1994) 
 
The price is 49 Euro each. We also offer bundles: Two CDs 
will cost 80 Euro and 3 CDs 119 Euro. 
 
Perhaps you are interested in our brand new WRTH-Mega-
DVD which covers all editions published from 1947-1998 –  
the first 52 (!) years of the handbook. 
 
Also the bonus-material of the DVD is worth a look: many 
"summer editions" of the handbook, several editions of the 
WRTH-publication “How to listen to the World", and all 
editions of the WRTH which were published in the 1950ies 
in German and in 1960 in Spanish. Last but not least you 
will find on this DVD some of the WRTH predecessors, 
which the former editor, O. Lund. Johansen, published 
during 1927 and 1945. 
 
This DVD gives you a unique insight into the history of global 
radio. Its an essential tool for everyone interested in the 
history and development of international broadcasting. A 
full-text search-funcion is integrated. Also a print of the 
books is possible. 
 
The price of the WRTH-DVD 1947-1998:   149 Euro:  (incl. 
shipment worldwide via airmail) 

Orders:  Please write an email with your postal address to 
“kurier@addx.de“ and transfer the money to the ADDX 
account at Deutsche Bank  
Duesseldorf, Germany, 
 
IBAN: DE25 3007 0024 0868 6800 00 
BIC: DEUT DE DB DUE. 
 
Shipment of the DVD will be done directly after the reception 
of the money. Payment via Paypal upon request. Please 
write to: "kurier@addx.de" or to ADDX, Scharsbergweg 14, 
41189 Mönchengladbach, Germany. 
 
Michael Schmitz 
ADDX, Germany 
 
Silicon Chip Project 
 
The January anmd February editions of Silicon Chip 
Magazine contain a construction project for a DAB+/FM/AM 
receiver, including colour touch panel controls. A most 
interesting design, but you’ll need good eyes as the circuitry 
is surface mount.  I believe availability of a kit will be 
announced in the March edition, which will have the trickiest 
components pre-soldered! 

 
NEW HISTORY MATERIAL AT 

 
     < www.ontheshortwaves.com> Update, December 2, 2018  --  For real 
DX from Asia and the Pacific, Indonesia has long been ground zero.  Home 
to numerous local and regional stations, many operating with low power, 
Indonesian shortwave broadcasters have generally welcomed reception 
reports, and have been good QSLers.  Alas, there are just a few Indonesian 
SWBCers still on the air, and, as a result, Indonesia DX is now largely a 
matter of history.  But you can relive the past by way of our new page under 
"Specialized Resources," "DXing Indonesia."  In addition to several 
historical publications on the many aspects of DXing this exotic land, we 
have posted over 100 Indonesian QSLs that are sure to please the eye.  If 
you have Indo QSLs that will add more depth to this collection, we would 
be happy to add them.  
 
     < www.ontheshortwaves.com> Update, December 9, 2018  --  Under 
"DX History/SWLing & DXing" we have posted another group of old timey 
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SWL cards that have caught our eye.  These are from U.S. SWLs.  SWL 
cards often displayed the insignia of a club of which the SWL was a member 
or officer, with some SWLs going to great lengths to catalogue their 
memberships or their DX accomplishments.  We have included the backs 
of the cards if they contain useful information.  (1) Most cards were 
designed to report ham contacts, but Dave Thomas's card was used to 
report broadcast stations, hence a bit of room for song titles and other 
program details.  Note the mention of WUMS, Dave's famed "pirate" station.  
More on that here < http://www.ontheshortwaves.com/WUMS.html> (2) 
Kenneth Miller's card shows the logo of the Globe Circlers DX Club 
(GCDXC), an energetic club in its day.  (3) This generic card apparently 
was produced for use by SWLs (and maybe hams) in southern California.  
(4) The Short Wave League, whose logo is on Harold Walchli's card, was 
run by Short Wave Craft magazine.  (5) & (6) The W8H14 and W4H247 
"calls" on these cards were issued by the Radio Signal Survey League 
(RSSL), an All-Wave Radio magazine project.  (7) Aime Groslouis was also 
a Short Wave League member.  (8) Jim Howard was a well-known figure 
in the American Shortwave Listeners Club (and saved it from oblivion in 
1962, when he became Executive Editor).  (9) Fred Satterthwaite of Toledo, 
Ohio used the traditional "W8-SWL" designation, meaning an SWL located 
in the W8 call district.  (10) It looks like "Red" Herz of Chicago was the Short 
Wave Editor for the GCDXC.  (11) Lee Meade Williams's card leaves no 
doubt of his main hobby connection--the RSSL again.  He was W5J28.  (12) 
Eric Butcher of Cokeville, Wyoming was definitely a joiner.   "O.L.P.S.W."  
(Official Listening Post-Short Wave) was a designator used by Radio News 
to recognize regular contributors to its shortwave column.  Some other 
groups had similar designations.  (13) Art Johnson also belonged to many 
clubs, and was an officer in the Universal DX Club, which was active in the 
1930s (and not to be confused with the better-known Universal Radio DX 
Club).  (14) As a member of the Quixote Radio Club, Mert Meade enjoyed 
an excellent bulletin, called the Short Wave Reporter.   One of  the QRC's 
missions was to facilitate QSL responses from recalcitrant stations.  (15) 
The New England Radio Club offered these pre-posted, two-part cards for 
reporting to (mainly) broadcast band stations.  You reported on one part of 
the card, and the station used the other as a prepared card QSL.  (16) Nate 
Rosen's name was familiar to NNRCers.  This card was sent to a ham in 
Portugal.  --  We have posted two additional Irian Jaya QSLs on our new 
"DXing Indonesia" page (under "Specialized Resources").  They are R. 
Suara Kasih Agung, Jayapura, 1993 (in Group 4); and RRI Wamena, 1988 
(in Group 6).  Thanks to John Wilkins, Colorado, for these.  
 
     < www.ontheshortwaves.com> Update, December 16, 2018  --  This 
week, under "DX History/SWLing & DXing," we present more SWL cards, 
this time from foreign countries.  They are:  (1) This very nice design is from 
the South Dunedin Branch of the New Zealand DX Radio Association, 
which was formed in 1933 and managed to continue in one form or another 
until 2006.  (2) Swedish listener Mariana Elmquist had a very colourful card.  
(3) The card from Cuban listener Jose A. Garcia dates from the 1940s and 
reflects several affiliations:  the RSSL, the Short Wave League, Radio Club 
de Cuba, and Britain's International Broadcasting Co. (IBC), which 
transmitted commercially sponsored programs over several European 
broadcast band and shortwave stations.  (4) Frank Lamsley's 1942 
"London" card is interesting, and reflects the wartime situation.  (5) Harold 
LaPierre of Halifax, Nova Scotia, used this card featuring the IDXA logo.  
(6) There are a number of seeming club "identifiers," and nice graphics, on 
A. McJennett's New Zealand DX Club "ZLQSL" card.  (7) There can't be 
much that a club with the name "All-Wave All-World DX Club" didn't cover.   
Aussie O. G. Washfold was AW257DX.  (8) The card with the Radiola 
receiver on the front was most likely a promotional item distributed by the 
company.  This Swedish listener used it to report reception of VOA-Munich 
in 1947, and it looks like the card had been on quite a journey.  (9) The 
members' card from the Scandinavian DX-Club is very nicely designed, and 
covers all the bases.  (10) That's a great graphic on the 1947 card from 
German listener Albrecht Heinrichs.  The identifier DE6777 was probably 
assigned by the amateur radio authority in the British zone.  (11) The card 
of Argentine listener Gabriel Di Nicola was intended to report amateur 
signals.  (12) It looks like this elaborate SWL-card was sent by a listener in 
Portugal to a fellow SWL in Australia in 1946, maybe as a swap.  The 
melody of the Portuguese national anthem, "A Portuguesa," shown on the 
front, was well known to DXers of African signals in the days of the 
Portuguese colonies. 
          Under "Specialized Resources," we have added ten new QSLs on 
our "DXing Indonesia" page:  Singaraja (Group 2), Sampang, Semarang, 
Sumedang, and Sumenep (all Group 11), Tual (Group 18), Mataram 
(Group 19), Tolitoli (Group 23), Belitung (Group 24), and Simalungun 
(Group 27).  Many thanks to Ed Kusalik of Alberta for these. 
          Also under "Specialized Resources/Wavescan," Adrian Peterson 
has brought his Wavescan entries up to date.  We have added seven:  (1) 
"BBC Rampisham Property in England for Sale" (Wavescan N506, 
November 4, 2018); (2) "The Koala Bear and the Great Australian Drought 
[2MO Gunnedah]" (Wavescan N506, November 4, 2018); (3) "On 

Shortwave from the Middle of the Continental United States [KDPM,  
KFKX]" (Wavescan N507, November 11, 2018); (4) "The Shortwave Scene 
in Canberra, 'The Kangaroo Capital in Australia'" (Wavescan N508, 
November 18, 2018); (5) "The Radio Story in the Smallest Territory in 
Mainland India [Mahé]" (Wavescan N509, November 25, 2018); (6) 
"Wandering the Caribbean with Deutsche Welle" (Wavescan N510, 
December 2, 2018); and (7) "Aircraft Emergency Landings at Night:  The 
Aeroplane Jelly Song" (Wavescan N511, December 9, 2018). 
 
    < www.ontheshortwaves.com> Update, December 23, 2018  --  Under 
"CPRV/The CPRV Gallery," we have posted another group of club QSLs 
issued by various Scandinavian clubs for special programs that 
broadcasters dedicated to the club.  Look for Group 8 in "Scandinavian 
Club QSLs" at the bottom of the "Shortwave Broadcast" section.  Backs of 
the cards are included when they have relevant information.  --  Under 
"Specialized Resources," we have posted two new recordings on "The DX 
Recordings of Colin Miller" page:  Radio Ethiopia, and Radio Voice of the 
Gospel, both from the early to mid-1970s.  Thanks, Colin. --  And under 
"Specilaized Resources/Wavescan," Adrian Peterson has sent us two new 
stories:  "The New China Bridge and the Radio Scene on the Islands of 
Macau" (Wavescan N512, December 16, 2018), and "Ancient DX Report:  
1916" (Wavescan N512, December 16, 2018). 
 
    < www.ontheshortwaves.com> Update, December 30, 2018  --  This time 
we have posted two items, both pertaining to the Radio Nuevo Mundo 
group in Japan.  It used to publish the Radio Nuevo Mundo newsletter, 
which was devoted exclusively to Latin American DXing.  You can find 
some sample issues under "Specialized Resources/DX Newsletters."  And 
under "DX History/Clubs & Publications" we have posted some of the 
pennants which RNM issued over the years.   
 
     < www.ontheshortwaves.com> Update, January 6, 2019  --  Under "DX 
History on the Net," we have updated all URLs, and we have posted nine 
new entries under "Stations & Countries on Shortwave," "Latest Items."  
They are:  (1) The Forgotten Firsts--Remembering Radio Netherlands 
(Jonathan Marks); (2) Radio Atlantico del Sur; (3) Azanorak.com--
European pirates; (4) BBC Radio Times; (5) Capital Radio, Transkei; (6) 
Radio Canada International; (7) Georgia's Secret Radio Station: Jamming 
for the USSR; (8) Woofferton Transmitting Station; and (9) WWV.  --  Also, 
under "Specialized Resources" we have posted a new version of "Media 
Network Vintage Vault:  An Index," reflecting the restructuring of the 
Vintage Vault website.  There is a ton of interesting history here. 
 
     < www.ontheshortwaves.com> Update, January 13, 2019  --  This is a 
follow up to our earlier postings of Radio Nuevo Mundo pennants < 
http://www.ontheshortwaves.com/RNM/RNM_Pennants.html> and 
newsletters < 
http://www.ontheshortwaves.com/Newsletters/Newsletters.html> Horacio 
Nigro in Uruguay has drawn our attention to an excellent series of 
recordings of Latin American DX stations.  They were made between 1984 
and 1993 during various LA visits by Tetsuya Hirahara and another old DX 
friend, Takayuki Inoue Nozaki ("TIN"), both of the Radio Nuevo Mundo 
group.  Because they were recorded locally, sometimes in-studio, they 
have excellent audio.  The recordings were originally published years ago 
for Radio Nuevo Mundo followers by Tetsuya, and now they appear on his 
RNM website < http://radiophj.web.fc2.com/rnm/jp.html> and also on 
Horacio's excellent "La Galena del Sur" website < 
https://lagalenadelsur.wordpress.com/2019/01/03/radio-nuevo-mundo-
radiomanos-japoneses-y-su-pasion-por-la-radiodifusion-latinoamericana/ 
>. Thanks to Tetsuya and Horacio, we are adding them to 
ontheshortwaves.com as well, under "DX History/Recordings," together 
with an index of the stations (which shows the index numbers where the 
individual recordings can be found).  These recordings bring back great 
memories of early east coast mornings, searching out interesting Latin 
American signals "en la onda corta" before getting going to work.  --  Also 
on Horacio's website (URL above, bottom of page):  a  great Spanish-
language video of TIN being interviewed on Radio Chota during a station 
visit in 2018.   
 
     < www.ontheshortwaves.com> Update, January 20, 2019  --  Under "DX 
History/Stations," we present a brief writeup, with pictures, about the 
Marconi radiotelegraph station at Banana, Congo Free State, in the early 
1900s.  --  And under "Specialized Resources/Wavescan," Adrian Peterson 
favors us with four new entries:  (1) "Rebuilding a Caribbean Island After 
Hurricane Devastation" [St. Barthelemy], (Wavescan N514, December 30, 
2018); (2) "Ancient DX Report 1916-II" (Wavescan N514, December 30, 
2018); (3) "The Radio Scene in Portuguese Macao-II" (Wavescan N516, 
January 13, 2019); and (4) "Languages on QSL Cards" (Wavescan N516, 
January 13, 2019). 

                    (Jerry Berg)⧫ 
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Editor: John Wright 
 
E-mail: dxer1234@gmail.com 
 
The Listening Post is all about you, past future and present 
tense.  Members are interested in reading about how you 
started in the hobby, and what you have been doing radio-
wise recently. But we also want to hear about the person 
lurking behind the dials, so feel free to slip in a bit of more 
general life-based discussion. Too, this is the place to 
discuss any and all topics of current interest to radio 
hobbyists, but let’s keep it light and respectful. 
 
Having some overseas members they get to hear about 
more special broadcasts. 
 
Paul Gager from Austria actually sent me an email about 
a broadcast on the 29th December, ex Europe however, as 
no magazine till now, I tried to tell as many people as 
possible, and we do appreciate your advising us. Can you 
hear 5045 125 watts LSB Unique radio and 5055khz Radio 
4KZ, Paul? 
 
Phil Brennan from Tiwi, Darwin 
“Happy New Year. I hope you got a break from work. I 
thought I'd fill you in what's been happening in Darwin over 
the holiday season. (No break for me as I worked all 
through, no way no fights at home. And I get paid for staying 
away from it! HAAA LOL. Up there for thinking and down 
there for tap dancing - JW)  
 
LF and MF dxing has stopped for me due to noise and 
lightning strikes disturbing the signals. So, I've drifted back 
up to HF and have spent some time trying to log every 
domestic Chinese SW transmitter over December and 
January.  I soon discovered some anomalies in WRTH 
under the stations listed under the national radio section and 
the list of transmitters listed toward the end of the book.  This 
was further complicated by the use of multiple names for the 
same station.  In the end I went with the schedule published 
under the national radio section and cross-checking stations 
as much as possible.  From my loggings (see SW Trail for 
details) I seem to have missed out on Guiyang, Dongfang 
(which is listed for DRM testing) and Hohhot which seemed 
to be off the air. Other members may be aware of other 
stations that I have missed - please let me know as I would 
like to get them all. 
 

Otherwise I now have the Afedri SDR receiver covering a 
full 2MHz bandwidth which has been a great improvement.  
It's marvellous to see a full shortwave band or the MW band 
on one screen. 
 
On the amateur front, I had a very enjoyable QSO on 20m 
with ARDXC life member 4S7VK Victor Goonetilleke from 
Sri Lanka on 11 December. It was great to catch up with a 
fellow member and esteemed Dxer and we had a decent 
chat about the demise of the NT and RA shortwave services. 
 
My other preoccupation over the break has been setting up 
a MMDVM Hotspot at home to connect to amateur digital 
voice modes.  I now have D-Star, Fusion and DMR 
capability so lots of options.  I'm not sure why I need all those 
as well as HF and local repeaters, but it was fun setting it all 
up.  I have a new DMR radio on order so more fun ahead.  
You can catch me on D-Star REF023C, Fusion Aus 
Repeater Net and DMR BM TG50599. 
 
HF conditions have been otherwise pretty poor here, but I 
manage the odd contact into Europe, India and the Middle 
East in the evenings on 20m.  Highlights have been a bunch 
of contacts into Europe using the Olivia digital mode (much 
more personal than FT8) and my first contact into Cyprus on 
SSB. 
 
Until next time 73 and best wishes. 
Phil Brennan, VK8VWA Darwin 
 
Yes, Victor in Sri Lanka  if I ever get to retire would love to 
catch up with Victor, we had a meeting early 2000’s at 
Kiama and we made contact with Victor with Gerry Rosam 
in Kiama a VK2, who now lives in the USA and is still a 
member!  Johno 
 
Steven Zollo, Emerald Vic. 
"2018 - the year in radio. So, this was, I think one of my 
biggest and best years in radio listening for a long time. My 
first full year as a member of ARDXC...and having been out 
of any club membership for probably about 20 years, it was 
great to find some fellow spectrum monitors to exchange 
notes with, even if only electronically for now. And sending 
in logs was a lot of fun too...although for months my other 
duties in life had to take priority, but hoping to get back in 
the habit of sending monthly logs in 2019. The other three 
main areas that got a lot of attention in 2018 were gear, 
locations and MW. 
 
As to gear...well I bought an Icom IC-7300 my most 
expensive receiver to date...and in fact a transceiver....and 
I was seriously considering getting my foundation licence 
after years of thinking being a ham wasn't for me...but life 
got busy and logistics got complicated, and interest also 
wavered a little...so that one is on hold for now. But I also 
managed to get some more smaller receiver purchases to 
stuff the crowded kit shelves with...always fun to try out a 
different portable every now and then.  
 
But even better than the radios was the antenna fun in 
2018...lots of loops, thanks to PK who I seemed to be ringing 
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every few months to discuss a new sort of loop to take up 
more space in the kit cupboard (yes, shelves not bit 
enough). So I think I've got 4 loops now...LW (passive), MW 
(active and passive) and SW (active)...and I'm very 
impressed with them all...very tempting to stay inside and 
use them instead of stringing up bits of wire 
outside....speaking of which...2018 was the year I finally did 
some decent antenna experimentation...including long wires 
(of a decent length finally), mini-KAZ (nice for SW, no good 
for MW), full sized KAZ (really nice for SW though I didn't 
test it much, as I built for MW but discovered you really need 
a pre-amp to make it useful I think) and some loop/flag 
antennas indoors (nice for SW). Even did a bit of soldering, 
and had fun with squid poles and heavy umbrella stands! 
 
Locations....2 DXpeditions...my first real ones ever I 
think...just driving a few hours from home to coastal Victoria 
was enough to make it "different" to home, even if locations 
weren't necessarily superb. But just a lot of fun devoting lots 
of time to listening, listening at even odder than usual hours, 
seeing if the local RFI was quieter than back home, seeing 
how the loops and indoor antennas worked in a new QTH 
and catching some new stuff on the airwaves. I think 
nostalgia has firmly set in for one of the DXpeditions and I'm 
looking forward to an even longer trip next year in the winter 
now I know a few more things to plan in advance and have 
even better gear. Which brings me to the last topic and that 
is... 
 
MW DXing. For me getting some overseas MW station 
reception for the first time in 2018 and really learning lots 
about this aspect of the hobby was I think the highlight of the 
year in my radio world. Not sure exactly why I decided to 
properly try it but I did, and I discovered that you can do a 
lot with active and passive loops and most decent portables. 
It's great that you can enjoy good listening in MW while the 
SW listening is not so good due to low solar activity, i.e. that 
the two are complementary. For me, DXing is definitely the 
fun of the hobby, not actual content listening...and getting 
MW stations that are not even designed to reach you from 
so far away is probably more of a buzz than receiving a hard 
to catch SW signal. It's so much fun I'm even trying MW 
DXing right now "out of season" :) For 2019 I'm going to try 
harder with antenna experimentation...maybe some home-
made loops, a EWE (amplified for sure), perhaps an 
amplified KAZ since the non-amplified one was not 
adequate....and maybe even get an MFJ 1026 to try nulling 
out local stations that always get in the way. 
 
Lastly, I will just say that, although I'm a bit of a purist when 
it comes to using web-SDRs/remote receivers....I did finally 
give the NZRDXL SDR a try (membership required - very 
cheap and well worth it just to get access, and to get the 
real-time email groups access too). Very nice set-up and 
QTH.....USA/Alaska stations virtually booming in even at 
this time of year! And lots more frequency gaps than in 
Eastern Australia it seems. And yes, there is still plenty of 
skill required to successfully ID some of those USA 
stations...so maybe I'm softening my stance on the 
relevancy of remote receiving :) 
 

2019 looks set to be another good year in MW DX with the 
solar activity apparently predicted to reach minimum, and 
although I haven't got any FM DX just yet, I'm starting to give 
it a go slowly." 
 
(If you would like a photo or two for the mag, I'm sure I can 
find something from a DXpedition and/or antenna 
experiments) 
 
Yes Steve be great if you can send pics. Copy me and also 
Craig in as I am a cave man with IT..Johno   
 
Dennis Allen, Milperra (Sydney) 
A couple of problems to begin with. The house behind me 
has been demolished, and the ground slopes down to my 
back fence. When we had those bad storms in December 
the water poured through under my back fence and through 
my shed! 
 
Luckily, all the wiring and power boxes are well above 
ground so there was no problem there, and also the water 
flowed straight out of the door at the other end. However, 
the 20-year-old 2nd hand carpet was thoroughly soaked, 
and I had to rip it up and throw it out! Still, nothing else was 
damaged and we are back to normal. However, at the same 
time the gale force wind managed to bring down a couple of 
tree branches, and with it my di-pole antenna! 
 
But, buoyed up by my success with the shed, the following 
day I attacked the tree with an extension ladder and after 
some skilful manoeuvring and a lot of luck I managed to put 
it up again, although not as high as last time. 
 
Since then I've been pretty active at the dials and I excelled 
myself on New Year's Eve. Without meaning to I spent quite 
a few hours passing from 2018 into 2019 on the old DX-160 
and the BC-221-AK! The R-75 never got a look in! 
 
Things will probably slow down a bit on the radio now as I 
have recently come across a Practical Wireless magazine, 
vintage 1963, with heaps of simple radio circuits in it and it 
has brought out the urge to get back on the soldering iron 
again. I still haven't got the old radios working properly yet, 
but I can't wait to start on some new ones, so Jaycar here 
we come. 
 
There is one problem however, but Google will soon fix that 
--- the transistors used in the circuits are army surplus red 
spots and green spots etc. and also OC 45 and OC 72 etc., 
but as I said, Google will soon fix that! Still, it's all radio, and 
all good fun, So 73's until next month. 
 
No reports out but, QSL's :  R. Romania International  6170 
@ 2030. KTWR  1190 1000,  V. of Vietnam  12020 @ 1000. 
 
John Wright Roselands NSW 
ICOM R75 EWE 255 Degrees  
Reports to Unique radio 5045 LSB 0820, Unique radio via 
WINB 9265 0959, WHRI via Palau 9930 0857. 
 
QSLs Unique Radio 5045, Turkey 15350. 



 
 

 

 
 

Jan/Feb 2019 - Australian DX News - 15 

 

QSL Review 
Australia  Unique Radio Gunnedah 5045 LSB report to Tim  
nri3@yahoo.com.au 48 hours real nice colourful reply. By 
email. 
 
Turkey 15350 Scene in a provincial city Fd on reverse 10 
weeks no rp. (Wright) 
 
Ladders Score 
172 8 635 1627 
 
Stewart Lessel in Japan tells us that he has just spent 
12,000 Yen on a new receiver, and has kindly sent along a 
picture 
 

  
 

 
 
Broadcast Band & FM News     
Editor: John Wright 
 
E-mail: dxer1234@gmail.com 
 
Postal contributions to John Wright, 71 Hilton Avenue, 
Roselands 2196 N.S.W. 
 
As its FM Season will start off with Craig’s massive list! 
 
Craig Seager, Bathurst NSW (Airspy HF+, Sony XDR-
10sHDiP, Rotatable FM8 Yagi, Preamp) 
  
88.0     La 1'ere Nouvelle Caledonie (multi sites). Good 

w/reggae no. 0210, 12/12 (Seager) 
88.0     Vision FM, Unid. location. Religious px xed two 

others, same px as Bathurst txer 1629, 2349, 4/1 
(Seager) 

88.1        3MFM, Leongatha. Country mx px 2345, 
announced 88.1, 89.1 and 89.5, so fits, 4/1 
(Seager) 

88.2       BBC, Suva. Up for very brief periods only, but 
distinct BBC format w/nx in EE 0036. 6/1 (Seager) 

88.5      7NT, King Island. Cricket commentary 2336, 4/1 
(Seager) 

88.5         4RGC, Mossman. Wham song 2338, up and down 
w/ABC, latter mostly dominant, 4/1 (Seager) 

88.6        Mai FM, Auckland. Long string of adverts. 0427, 
ID 04131, 12/12 (Seager) 

88.9         7JJJ, Queenstown. Very strong w/modern mx 
2322, 4/1 (Seager) 

88.9       Hills FM, Mt Barker SA. ID "Hills Radio 88.9 FM" 
RDS, 5/1 (Seager) 

89.0        La 1'ere Nouvelle Caledonie, Ile des Pines. Good 
on peaks, FF talks, contemporary mx, 0150, 12/12 
(Seager) 

89.0         Concert FM, Palmerston. Discussion px 0005, 
very good on 14/12 (Seager) 

89.4        Newstalk ZB, Auckland. Nx/talk format 0407, good 
on 12/12 (Seager) 

89.5        La 1'ere Nouvelle Caledonie. Up briefly w/talks in 
FF 0215, 12/12 (Seager) 

89.7       7ABCRN, Lileah. Film reviews 2242, quite strong 
on 17/12 (Seager) 

89.7     7ABCRR, Bicheno. Good w/cricket commentary 
2353, 4/1 (Seager) 

89.7      3JJJ, Warrnambool. Assumed, brief ID 2352, 4/1 
(Seager) 

89.9     R.Norfolk. Up and down w/ABC Riverina 0138, 
mostly pops, but caught ID as "Radio Norfolk 
89.9", 12/12 (Seager) 

89.9      5CCC, Port Lincoln. Strong w/pops 0155, ID as 
"Magic 89.9", 5/1 (Seager) 

90.0       La 1'ere, Nouvelle Caledonie (multi sites). FF nx 
0224, fair despite 2BS 90.1, 12/12 (Seager) 

90.3        5SSA, Adelaide Foothills. "More music, more 
variety, Hit 107", Prince song 0155, 5/1 (Seager) 

90.2       The Rock, Auckland. Listener call-in 0301, very 
good 13/12 (Seager) 

90.6         ZM-FM, Palmerston. Fair w/pops etc. 0030, 14/12 
(Seager) 

91.0         ZM-FM, Auckland. Modern R&B 0415, good 12/12 
(Seager) 

91.4         Convert FM, Hamilton. Good w/orchestral mx 
0417, 12/12 (Seager) 

91.5         Mix-FM, Greymouth. Song "To Be with You" 0053, 
up and down with ABC, 14/12 (Seager) 

91.6        More FM, Northland. ID 0336, discussion, fair on 
12/12 (Seager) 

91.8        More FM, Auckland. DJ banter 0435, good 12/12 
(Seager) 

92.0         France Inter, Mt Dore. Good w/FF pops 0405, 5/1 
(Seager) 

92.6        Concert FM, Auckland. Very good 0436, piano mx 
12/12 (Seager) 

92.7        Fresh, 5FBI, Adelaide. ID sting 0148, good on 5/1 
(Seager) 

92.9      7JJJ, Hobart. Strong w/techno mx 0145, 5/1 
(Seager) 

93.0        France Inter, Nouvelle Caledonie. FF discussion, 
strong level 0406, 5/1 (Seager) 

93.1         5ABCFM, Port Lincoln. Orchestral mx 0145, 
strong on 4/1 (Seager) 

93.2    R.Hauraki, Northland. Playing Fleetwood Mac's 
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"Tusk" 0344, fair, but a bit fadey, 12/12 (Seager) 
93.3     R.Trackside, Westport. Very good w/race 

information 0039, 14/12 (Seager) 
93.3         7ABC-FM, Mt Barrow. Orchestral mx 2335, fair on 

17/12 (Seager) 
93.4      The Breeze, Auckland. Fair w/Pink song 0212, 

13/12 (Seager) 
94.0       The Edge, Northland. Fair 0346, modern pops, 

12/12 (Seager) 
94.5      3WWM, Nhill. IDs for "Mix FM", mentions of 

Horsham and Wimmera, xed ABC FM, 5/1 
(Seager) 

94.5         6ABCFM, Mt Barker. Classical mx, good level 
0234, xed 3WWM, 5/1 (Seager) 

95.0       R.Oceane. Pops 0407, a bit of splash from 2BS 
95.1, but not onerous, 5/1 (Seager) 

96.0      R.Djiido, Nouvelle Caledonie. Up and down 
w/reggae tunes 0408, coming up well, 5/1 
(Seager) 

96.4    The Hits, Northland.  Pops 0348, quite good on 
peaks, 12/12 (Seager) 

96.5        R.Djiido. Up and down w/reggae mx 0409, fair on 
5/1 (Seager) 

97.4     R.Djiido. Very good w/reggae mx 0410, island-
flavoured, 5/1 (Seager) 

98.0        R.RRB, Nouvelle Caledonie. Full stereo and RDS 
0411 w/FF song, in the clear 0511, 5/1 (Seager) 

98.6       The Hits, Hamilton. Fair only w/pops 0445, 12/12 
(Seager) 

98.9        Concert FM, Westport. Up and down w/a massive 
2JJJ Illawarra 0044, orchestral mx 14/12 (Seager) 

99.0         R.RRB, Nouvelle Caledonie. Fair w/FF song 0411, 
in the clear 5/1 (Seager) 

100.3   Concert FM, Kaitaia. Orchestral mx 0356, 
mentioned that news was coming "at five", nx 
0400, 12/12 (Seager) 

100.4      R.RRB, Nouvelle Caledonie. Strong 0412, 
w/upbeat song. RDS on 5/1 (Seager) 

100.6      R.Live, Auckland. Sports, then local ID & wx 0306, 
pretty good, 13/12 (Seager) 

101.0   R.RRB, Nouvelle Caledonie. FF anncts. 0413, 
advert, strong 5/1 (Seager) 

101.1      RNZ National, Kaitaia. Nx, distinct NZ accent, very 
good 0404, 12/12 (Seager) 

101.4      RNZ National, Auckland. Song "Let it Snow", a 
tune lately lambasted as being misogynistic 
(please!!), 0223, 13/12 (Seager) 

102.4      Unid. Live race call 0313, fairly steady signal 13/12 
(Seager) 

103.0   R.Djiido. Fair only w/reggae songs 0414, 5/1 
(Seager) 

105.4      Coast FM, Auckland. Very good indeed 0322, 
pops 13/12 (Seager)  

 
Mediumwave 
1503 R.Sport, Wellington NZ. ID 1145, over Melbourne 

stn Has been a rarity here until 2BS c/c left the air 
on 31st December. 3/1 (Seager) 

 
Musings 
“Well, the local serial pest (2BS) left 1503 some time on 

either 31st December or 1st January, and life will be much 
easier in Bathurst on mediumwave as a result.  And so far, 
so good with the new FM frequency, which isn’t causing 
overloading.  I’m quite elevated here, and so can look down 
on the AM transmitter site from my backyard – and 
conversely, it wasn’t far for the strong signal to travel up the 
hill either. 
 
However, despite the pain and suffering it has caused from 
a Dxing standpoint, it is also the end of an era, the station 
having operated on mediumwave since 1937 – and in my 
younger days, I used to hang around the studios after 
school, the chief technician at the time being the father of 
one of my school friends.  At one point in my teens, I painted 
the transmitter hut (see front page) – raising enough money 
from the exercise to buy a brace of Status Quo cassettes 
from some long-forgotten music store.  Also used to work 
Sunday nights, switching in the 2GB news on the hour, with 
the rest of the time spent babysitting the automation system 
that contained 8 track cartridges with the music selections 
and canned continuity announcements. We used to re-
sequence the songs every now and then, in order to enjoy 
the shift a bit more! 
 
I also acquired my first guitar, aged around 14 or 15 from 
one of the announcers.  A 1959 Maton EG75, it cost my 
father $50, a bit beaten up, but very sought after these days, 
and still sits here in the man cave. We couldn’t afford an 
amplifier to go with it, so had to improvise! The announcer, 
Matt Ponsonby, (who was totally blind) also gave me paid 
lessons for a while.  I recall that Van Morrison’s Gloria was 
the first tune mastered! Regrettably, he passed away a 
number of years ago – but not before leaving 2BS to do 
announcing on Sydney radio and other voice over 
production work.  He was the subject of an episode of the 
ABC’s Australian Story at one time.   
 
Other former 2BS luminaries include sports broadcaster 
David Morrow, and Tony Delroy, a longer termer with ABC 
radio’s late evening program (now retired). 
 
Unfortunately, 2BS became unlistenable several years ago 
when it started relaying right wing jocks from the Macquarie 
Network in Sydney, who specialise in peddling “outrage” to 
gullible sections of the listenership.  A shame really, and I 
have fond memories of a hidden transistor radio under my 
pillow, tuned to 2BS, and pouring forth all the hits in the early 
70’s, most of which I still enjoy.” 
 
73, Craig. 
 
From Richard Jary (and great to see your logs here mate- 
ed Johno) 
 
Richard Jary, Waitara NSW (Sony XDR-F1HD, 8 element 
beam) 
 
A not spectacular sporadic E season again, with 
unfortunately nothing out of the ordinary noted. I know some 
other DXers had a couple of spots of 2 hop DX to PNG and 
the south Pacific, but they generally happened before 
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Christmas while I was still at work. The evening of 26/12 
brought strong reception from Power FM in Muswellbrook 
on 98.1, it's not that far but this frequency is normally totally 
buried by Wollongong from my location so that was a bit 
strange. 
 
27/12 the usual suspects from north Queensland like Ayr, 
Innisfail, Townsville and Cairns were noted for periods, 
sometimes with RDS. An unusual one was The Breeze on 
90.1 over local 2NBC, the only listing is Stanthorpe but that 
is a long way south of anything else I was hearing, and also 
had ads for Monto and Biloela which are also a fair way 
north. Reception this day went all the way up to 107.5 JJJ 
Cairns. 
 
1/1 brought some NZ reception via tropo from Greymouth at 
weak levels, then 2/1 picked up a little bit with Es from 
Auckland and Palmerston North. 3/1 had 5KIX Kangaroo 
Island, and later Tasmania came in with Launceston and 
Hobart, as well as lower power stations from Strahan, 
Scottsdale and Rosebery. 5/1 was west again with various 
stations from around Adelaide and into western Victoria 
noted, including possibly the temporary license for the Scout 
Jamboree at Tailem Bend mixing with McLaren Vale on 91.1 
as I heard the Jamboree mentioned a couple of times. 6/1 
New Caledonia made a brief appearance on 88.0 and 89.0. 
 
So not a spectacular season, but something to do during 
Sydney's heatwave and my forced 2 weeks off, when it was 
too hot to think about going outside except when I needed 
to - or wanted to escape to the local club about 300m up the 
road to watch the cricket in air conditioning rather than sweat 
it out at home! 
 
Cheers, Richard 
 
John Schache, Bathurst NSW (Airspy HF+, Sony XDR, 
8 element rotatable FM Yagi and Discone antenna). 
 
“Once again, as summer and the Es season approached I 
anticipated the fun of catching some of those far-off FM 
stations which make their appearance. Last year's season 
was, on the whole, rather quiet and I think that the same 
could have been said this year. The first opening was to 
Noumea, on the lower end of the band, which lasted about 
20 minutes. Encouraging. 
 
My next log entry was a very respectable opening to the 
North Island of New Zealand on the12th December. The 
'usuals' from Auckland were heard along with Norfolk on 
89.1 and a solitary Noumean outlet on 89.9. Te Hiku Kaitaia 
on 97.1 was a new one as was RNZI on 101.1. 
 
Next day, 13/12 again provided an extensive opening to NZ, 
again from the North. These days I concentrate on looking 
for new ones or those on the higher frequencies. A total of 
28 separate stations were logged with several 'new' ones 
from Auckland including HUMM FM on 106.2. The 14th 
yielded a few NZ stations as well as FLOW FM 90.9 from 
the Barossa Valley. 
 

Noumea again appeared on the 17th with 16 stations noted, 
but the real prize and thrill was Fiji! BBC  88.2, Viti FM 92.0 
and 92.6, R.Fiji 1 92.8 and 93.0 were all heard. Fiji has been 
seldom heard here and these were all clearly audible at what 
I would consider good strength. Next day, the 18th, yielded 
several North Island outlets via Es. An unexpected bonus 
was 7ABC-FM on 93.3 and 93.9 which I think were tropo. 
NZ was again the focus on the 19th. No less than 42 stations 
were logged, most from the North, but a fair proportion from 
the South Island as well. Very pleased with SKI FM 
Ruapehu on 105.4. 
 
A sojourn in Canberra prevented any real DXing over 
Christmas, though I took the Airspy and a home brew 
vertical with me - I am told there was nothing missed 
anyway. Back at the dials, NZ was present on the 2nd 
January and the 3rd saw a nice little opening to the Adelaide 
area. Notable was what I think is a very new community 
station, HILLS FM, Mt Barker on 88.9. This is not in the 
ACMA listings yet. A very mixed bag of stations was heard 
on the 4th as conditions moved around.  Queensland, SA 
and Tasmania were all heard, none in great numbers, but 
there were some interesting things. New loggings included 
104.7 7DBS Devonport, HUON-FM Huon Valley Tasmania 
98.5 and 5KIX Kangaroo Island. I am always gratified to 
hear these low powered and community stations rather than 
the usual 'regulars'. 
 
Noumea made a couple more appearances on the 16th and 
17th (which was large) to farewell the last of the season. 
Overall, not the best with no real 'blockbuster' openings and 
the usual Queensland receptions very poor. However, I did 
log some new ones which is always fun. In addition, I have 
made a few contacts on 6m using the new FT8 mode which 
was also fun”. 
 
Steve Zollo, Emerald Victoria (some nice logs Steve-JW). 
The following 2018 logs all using Sony ICF-2010 + active 
PK loop antenna. 
 
1386     Radio Tarana, Auckland, NZ. 1145 music and 

heard at 1148 // to web-stream (about 5-10 sec 
ahead of the web stream). SIO 322. 26/12/18. 
(Zollo) 

1570    KUAU, Hawaii, USA. Tentative as not ID'd. 1124 
music fading in occasionally against adj. channel 
interference. 1137 stronger fade in with 
music...and confirmed same song as heard with 
better signal on the NZRDXL SDR. SIO 111. 
26/12/18. (Zollo) 

1580     KBLA, California, USA. Tentative as not ID'd. 
Fade-in approx. 1007 with music, but could not 
confirm with web-stream this time (web-stream not 
working). SIO 211. 28/12/18. (Zollo) 

 
The following 2019 logs all using Icom IC-7300 + active PK 
loop antenna. 
 
1035    Newstalk ZB, Wellington, NZ. Talk radio mixing 

under 2EA (SBS) at 1234. Station ID at 1239. SIO 
212. 18/1/19. (Zollo)     
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1170     unidentified, but likely candidates are CNR1 or 
KBS. Asian language announcer(s) mixing under 
2CH at 1156. SIO 111. 18/1/19. (Zollo)  

1580     KBLA, California, USA. Tentative as not ID'd. 
Strong fade-in approx. 1136 with music (still no 
web-stream to compare to). SIO 232. 18/1/19. 
(Zollo) 

 
John Smith, Wakerley in BNE.   
1053 4UCB now here in BNE united Christian broadcasters 
and have shut down 1674 Yatla. 
1620 Rte Italia Capalabar no audio Still! 
1656 Voice of the Chinese has an audio issue as of 5/1  
1674 Radio Hanjaii Yatla no more signal or antennae here 
sub leased 4UCB All gone see 1053 BNE. 
 
Thanks mate. don’t forget the Brisbane meeting 9th Feb at 
Wakerley.-ed JW 
 
Paul Thwaites at Warana on the Sunshine Coast QLD 
has reminded me of the 2CT Campbelltown station, check 
the club’s FACEBOOK page….a very old defunct station.   
(Thanks Paul – Johno 
 
MALDIVES    
Sarath Weerakoon (UADX) posted some interesting news 
about Voice of Maldives: Dhivehiraajjeyge Adu, (Voice of 
Maldives) The Director of Public Service Media, Maldives 
has advised us in writing that the AM transmission of 
Dhivehiraajjeyge Adu, (Voice of Maldives) on 1449 kHz is 
expecting to resume transmission from the new site in  
Thilafushi island by early February 2019. 
(Christoph Ratzer-AUT  OE2CRM, ARC mv-eko 2 Jan via 
dxld) 
 
Well, plenty out there!  Johno                                            

 

Clippings 
Radio Related Stories from the World Press  

Edited by Craig Seager 
 
Editorial Address 12 Pellion Pl., Windradyne NSW 2795 
E-mail  shango12@gmail.com 
 
Will ABC Shortwave Broadcasts Really 
Be Restored? 

There is no sign the Australian broadcaster’s high frequency 
broadcasts will be back on anytime soon 
Alan Hughes, Jan 14, 2019 
 
PERTH, Australia — In response to the article Opposition 
Will Restore Shuttered ABC Shortwave Broadcasts, the 
CEO and board chairperson who made the decision to 
switch-off the last remaining domestic and international 
shortwave broadcasts are now no longer with the ABC. They 
claimed a lack of listeners and use of obsolete technology. 
They did not promote the shortwave service, consult the 

listeners or try using the modern technology of Digital Radio 
Mondiale on the Tennant Creek transmitter. 
 
They also stated that remote listeners could listen to the 
viewer accessed satellite television service, low powered 
FM and AM or mobile phone. This claim ignores the need to 
accurately point a VAST dish on a moving vehicle, and it’s 
virtually impossible therefore to reach all potential listeners, 
since both low-power FM and mobile phones have a typical 
coverage area diameter of 10 kilometres (approximately six 
miles). One could easily drive the whole day with no live 
radio/cell phone coverage. Domestic satellite phones do not 
have data capacity for streaming and phone calls cost USD 
0.36 per connection and USD 0.71 for 30 seconds of voice. 
The sat phone must have a clear view of the sky and will not 
work in heavy rain. 
 
The ABC maintained that the money saved from shutting 
down the broadcasts would be used to install medium power 
DAB+ digital radio into Canberra, Hobart and Darwin, all of 
which have good analogue radio coverage. It did not 
mention that up to 600,000 listeners might not be able to 
access live radio once they are mobile. 
 
The ABC’s transmitter contractor Broadcast Australia only 
knows the current status of all of the closed shortwave 
transmitters. 
 
The fate of the ABC’s international shortwave broadcasts 
rests with Department of Communications. Their issued 
paper and submissions can be found here. The Department 
has yet to publish the resulting recommendations to the 
Government. The Australian Labor Party’s media release 
makes no mention of Radio Australia. 
 
Much of inland Australia has no cell phone coverage the 
only option is shortwave radio. Australia has a couple of two-
way radio manufacturers. Their shortwave transceivers can 
be used like telephones and do not require expensive 
satellite time. Most four-wheel drive vehicles and fishing 
boats in remote Australia use these transceivers for 
communications including during emergencies, to phone for 
example the Royal Flying Doctor Service in the case of an 
emergency. The receiver section of these transceivers can 
also receive broadcast shortwave signals on AM. These 
software designed radios can be easily upgraded for Digital 
Radio Mondiale reception. 
 
At the time of the switch off, the CEO tried to play down 
ABC’s role as Australia’s emergency broadcaster, a fact 
they promote on their own radio broadcasts — Northern 
Australia is subject to cyclones, floods, tsunamis and 
bushfires. 
 
The ABC could have used their DRM transmitters to radiate 
the Emergency Warning System, which would automatically 
wake the radio switch to the audio channel containing a loud 
voice warning, and provide maps and detailed text 
instructions. 
 
Shortwave AM reception during the monsoon is noisy 
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because of the lightning, whereas DRM can be heard in 
noise free stereo, provide there is sufficient signal strength 
from a transmitter outside of the monsoon zone. 
 
When a shortwave AM transmitter is switched to DRM the 
expensive electricity consumption drops by 67 percent. 
 
The ABC needs to recognize the 600,000 remote residents 
as potential audience and provide them with clear radio 
regardless of where they are by using modern DRM 
technology. They will also need to promote the broadcasts. 
 
Alan Hughes is a technical author and broadcasting industry 
consultant. 
(Radio World) 

 (CS) ᴥ 

Utility DX Report     
Editor: John Volpato 
 
E-mail: john@volpato.net 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8q_xuyF7YdbF8jCSdyjmsQ 
 
Hello Folks,  
 
Welcome to the first column of 2019.   
 
I hope you all had a restful break over the Christmas New 
Year period. 
 
I only had one week off from work so not much time in front 
of the radio. 
 
Got a few contributions for the Sydney to Hobart Yacht 
race. 
 
By the way if you ever want to track Maritime movements 
be sure to check out the “Ship Finder” App for both Android 
and IOS devices.   
 
Here is a screenshot from 1354 (EST) on 26 December: 
 

 
Onto Logs – with contributions from yours truly (JV), Eddy 
Waters (EW), John Wright (JW), Eric Hopgood (EH), Bob 
Emanuel (BE) and Chris Martin (CM) with our first satellite 
log:) 
 
4483  JBW Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race - Radio Relay 

Vessel on 4483//6516 USB poor copy (EH) 
5079  Australia Defence Force North West Cape 

Western Australia USB Mil std 188 110A idling 
1045 UTC January 20 2019 (EW) 

5183  Australia Defence Force Humpty Doo Northern 
Territory USB Mil std 188 110A idling 1045 UTC 
January 20 2019 (EW) 

5514  Molokai Hawaii USB HFDL 02 Calls to aircraft 
squitters etc 1200 UTC January 20 2019 (EW) 

5643  USB Isla de Pascua calling flights, position reports 
1045 UTC 8 January 2019 (EW) 

5643  USB Nandi calling flights, position reports 1027 
UTC 8 January 2019 (EW) 

5643  Auckland calling flights, position reports 1033 UTC 
8 January 2019 (EW) 

5684  US Air Force Ale USB This Was HIKNPR 1231 
UTC 20 January 2019 (EW) 

5702  US Air Force Ale USB This Was AEDSPR 1222 
UTC 20 January 2019 (EW) 

5702  US Air Force Ale USB This Was GUASPR 1143 
UTC 20 January 2019(EW) 

5702  US Air Force Ale USB This Was ADWSPR 1244 
UTC 20 January 2019(EW) 

5708  US Air Force Ale USB This Was OFF 1140 UTC 
20 January 2019(EW) 

5708  US Air Force Ale USB This Was ADW 1141 UTC 
20 January 2019(EW) 

5708  US Air Force Ale USB This Was GUA 1143 UTC 
20 January 2019(EW) 

5796  Australia Defence Force Humpty Doo Northern 
Territory FSK 600/850 1045 UTC January 20 2019 
(EW) 

5800  Australia Defence Force Humpty Doo Northern 
Territory FSK 50/850 1047 UTC January 20 2019 
(EW) 

5810  UK Navy Inskip? MKD USB Stanag 4285 1200 
long no traffic 1213 UTC 20 January 2019 (EW) 

5833  Queensland Police Ale USB This Was 
487108,487105,487102,472001, 1139 UTC 20 
January 2019 (EW) 

5881  Victoria Police Ale USB This Was 3535 3101 3103 
3001 1220 UTC 20 January 2019 (EW) 

6483  Kuala Lumpur Malaysia Baudot 50/850 ry sg line 
test 1130 UTC 28 December 2018 (EW) 

6516  Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 1705 Sked USB via 
JBW Radio Relay Vessel - including 
commemoration for the 20th anniversary of the 
1998 race disaster video here: 
https://youtu.be/IwCNBVth490  (JV) 

6516  Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race “Lunatix” clg & wkg 
JBW Radio Relay Vessel good copy (JW) 

7646  Vladivostok Russia RJS AT 3004D 12 channel 
vocoder 1143 UTC 1 January 2019 (EW) 

7906  Nha Trang Vietnam USB Weather broadcast in 

mailto:john@volpato.net
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Vietnamese 1041 UTC 7 January 2019(EW) 
8376.5  Vladivostok Russia. Using 100 baud instead of 50 

baud T600, many messages sent using calls 
1EB41EB2952 etc 1142 UTC 25 December 
2018(EW) 

9240 Cuba Spy Numbers, Bejucal 50kw ND. 0930, 27/1 
(Emanuel) 

12235  Belawan Indonesia CW P50 924 UTC meteo 
information 8 January 2019(EW) 

12910.5  Unidentified User USB Stanag 4285 2400 Long 
Encrypted Messages 1007 UTC 19 January 
2019(EW) 

13200  Unid ALE USB. This was 3011@@ This was 
1300@@ This was 2051@ 1030 UTC 4 January 
2019 Don't know who this is. (EW) 

13336  Israel Air Force USB ALE  TO DD3 THIS IS AA9 
1120 UTC 7 January 2019(EW) 

15658  Russia Navy Rjs Vladivostok Russia Fsk T600 50 
Baud Idling Only No Traffic 945 UTC 19 January 
2019(EW) 

17097.6  French Forces Fum Papeete Tahiti USB Stanag 
4285 1200 Long Short Encrypted Messages 947 
UTC 19 January 2019(EW) 

18408  New Delhi 8WH23 calls in CW mode then into 
USB Clover 2000 transmission 905 UTC 24 
December 2018(EW) 

18598.4 French Forces Noumea New Caledonia USB 
Stanag 4285 1200 Long Encryption 947 UTC 19 
Jan 2019(EW) 

18980  Belawan Indonesia CW P50 928 UTC meteo 
information 8 January 2019(EW) 

130.925 (Mhz) Jetstar AC calling Jetstar Sydney base 
requesting HF company frequency currently in use 
as they could not contact them? (JV) 

 
And now ….even higher in frequency…… 
 
12554MHz, 28 December Spectacular scenes on Optus 
D2 1pol H, s/r 6980. Best yet from helicopter platform over 
the River Derwent. (CM) 
 
With thanks to our contributors - wishing everyone a DX 
filled 2019 
 
Warm regards 
 
John 
VK1JV 
ARDXC 1005 
 

Amateur DX Report     
Editor: Bob Ronai, VK2BOB / VK4BOB 
 
E-mail: vk2bob@gmail.com or vk4bob@gmail.com  
Postal: 4 Tidal Court, Kewarra Beach Qld 4879 
 
Bill W1OW (whose son is W7CWS and daughter is W7AMS) 
reports his activity in a wet and snowy November then a wet 
December with temperatures above normal in Douglas, 
Massachusetts, USA, all SSB, as: 
3.5 MHz:     Z23MD Zimbabwe. 

7 MHz:     C5YK Gambia;     VI5WLF Australia;     ZP5DA 
Paraguay;     9LiYXJ Sierra Leone. 
14 MHz:     A60TVD UAE;     EL2EL/4 Liberia Telengba Isl;     
EP6RRC Iran Shif Isl;     RN2F/M Kaliningrad;     TC80ATA 
Turkey;     UP0L Kazakhstan;     ZY6V Brazil Abrolhus Isl;     
5H3MB Tanzania;     8P6AE Barbados;     9K9C Kuwait;     
EA6LU Belearic Islands;     ET3YOTA Ethiopia;     HZ50SAT 
Saudi Arabia;     LZ532PSO Bulgaria;      OG95AA Finland;     
OM8KT/P Slovakia;     RU3KO/M Russia;     ST2NRD Sudan;     
TF3YOTA Iceland;     TX0A Maria Est Atoll;     TX0M Morane 
Atoll;     V5/ZS1AO Namibia;     Z66DH Kosovo;     4L7D 
Georgia;     7X5NZ Algeria. 
 
Some of the more interesting contacts in VK4BOB’s log from 
Cairns in Tropical North Queensland for December/January, 
all SSB: 
7 MHz:     LZ5DD Bulgaria;     5B4AGL Cyprus;     F4HZN, 
F6CAM, F5PAU France;     HB9LCA Switzerland;     EA5HT 
Spain;     HA3OK Hungary; DF8XC Germany;     EA8IT, 
EA8JK Canary Islands;      SN1918WAR Poland;     KH2JU 
Guam;     HI8RD Dominican Republic;     9A1TT Croatia;     
T77LA San Marino;     OE5SLN Austria;    9W2JST, 
9W2KVH West Malaysia;     IA0/IZ1KHY Antarctica;     
KP2AD US Virgin Islands;      VP2MNI Montserrat;     
EA9ACE Ceuta & Melilla;     TK4LS Corsica;     XE2T Mexico;     
ZS6HA South Africa;   HI1LT Beata Is Dxpedition, HI8RD 
Dominican Republic.  
14 MHz:     OD5ZZ Lebanon;     A91UAE Bahrein;     A61FK 
UAE;   CT1JOP Portugal;     HB9HLM Switzerland;     
SX60RAAG Greece;     4L1BB Georgia;     4O18YOTA 
Montenegro;    CT1JOP Portugal;     H44SHD Solomon 
Islands;     HZ!TT Saudi Arabia;     Z66DH Kosovo;     
SM0MLZ Sweden;     HV0A Vatican City;   MW0YVK Wales;     
VR2XMT Hong Kong;   GM4YXI Scotland;   VU3SIO India;   
5B4AMR Cyprus;   V63JB Micronesia;   9K2OD Kuwait;   
4U1A Austria;   LX1AX Luxembourg;   4L1BB Georgia;   
CN8SG Morocco;   ET3AA Ethiopia. 
21 MHz:     JH1GEX, JI1HAC Japan. 
28 MHz:     JA7OWD; VR2XAN Hong Kong. 
 
M0KRI will be doing a DXpedition to Burundi and expects to 
be on the air 15 Feb to 26 Feb.  
 
Ali Active from Mogadishu 
Ali, EP3CQ, who works for United Nations in African Union 
Mission to Somalia (AMISOM), in Mogadishu, will once 
again be active as 6O1OO between January 21st and 
February 6th. 
 
Activity will be limited to his spare time on 40/30/20/17/15/10 
meters using SSB and FT8. He suggested last time every 
day between 1800-2000 East Africa Time (EAT) and on the 
weekend (Friday and Saturday) between 1400-1800. 
 
Equipment is a Yaesu 857D into ATAS 120A, Tarheel Little 
II (currently active), and Sandpiper MV-10. 
 
QSL direct to: Ali Solhjoo, Via Siacci 12, Rome, 00197, Italy. 
QSL cards will be replied on quarterly basis. IRC not 
accepted. Flash news will be posted via Twitter: @ep3cq 
(Southgate ARC) 
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