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ARDXC Officials and Addresses 
Committee 
Officers: Tony Magon (President), Robert Fitzgerald (Vice-
President), John Wright (Secretary), Geoffrey Wright (Treasurer) 
Ordinary Committee Members: David Brown, John Sanderson, 
Dennis Allen, Denis Smithson. 
Correspondence for Committee: John Wright, 29 Milford Road, 
Peakhurst, NSW, 2210. 
 
Annual Membership Fees (from 1/7/2013): 
All prices quoted in Australian dollars and include GST. 
Australia $62 (Student under 18yo $31); 
NZ, Pacific & Asia $84; Rest of the World $98; 
Family Membership $10 
Email only membership $20 Australia (or US $20 overseas) 
Email + Hard Copy Membership $70 Australia 
Sample copies of the ADXN are available for $5 (or equivalent) 
from John Wright, 71 Hilton Avenue, Roselands, NSW, 2196. 
Email inquiries can be directed to dxer1234@gmail.com 
 
Club web page: http://www.ardxc.info 

 
Editorial Deadlines & Addresses 

Next deadlines: 
Aug 2018 (Issue 616): Friday 27 July 2018  
Sep 2018 (Issue 617): Friday 31 August 2018 
 
SW Trail, On Air and Editorial 
Craig Seager, 12 Pellion Place, Windradyne, NSW, 2795 
(email: shango12@gmail.com) 
Broadcast Band/FM/Scribblings 
John Wright, 71 Hilton Ave, Roselands NSW 2196. 
(email: dxer1234@gmail.com) 
Utility 
John Volpato, PO Box 247, Deakin West, ACT 2600. 
(email: john@volpato.net) 
Amateur 
Bob Ronai, (email: vk2bob@gmail.com) 

 

News from Club HQ (with John Wright) 
Welcome to the July 2018 edition  
 
We welcome back former member: 
2732 Dario Gabrielli from Dolo in Italy. 
 
Also new members: 
2813 Roland Bode from 3NE country Wangaratta Vic using the 
popular Tecsun PL880 and he has the FRG 7. This club had 
many sessions on 3NE Wangaratta on a Sunday night, called 
World at your fingertips. 
2814 Dan Sheedy from Encinitas in California USA and Dan 
uses the Tecsun PL380. 
2815 Marc McCredie from Franklin ACT. Marc uses the 
Tecsun PL600 and the GE Super radio. 
 
We welcome all of you and please feel free to contribute.  
 
Gee, Gary Cratt our member at Brookvale with AV Comm who 
sells the Tecsun sets must be smiling as the sets are really are 
a viable DX set. The phone number is 02 9939 4377 or look at 
AV Comm on the internet. 
 
Membership now 146. So over the year mainly through OZY 
RADIO 4835 Radio 4KZ 5055. Both Craig and Al are members 
and also through Edwin Lowe’s Facebook page we have 
gained 20 members. So, the advertising campaign has taken 
us forward with adverts on both stations. 

 
Johno is on the move! 
I am moving to 71 Hilton Avenue, Roselands 2196 so I have no 
new landline - however have the same mobile 0416 766 490 
and the same email address dxer1234@gmail.com 
 
FACEBOOK 
Edwin Lowe has kindly launched an ARDXC face book page. It 
is at  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ARDXC/ 
 
RENEWALS 
These are due 1 July 2018. The only price to go up is the hard 
copy version to New Zealand and the Pacific $84-00 airmail. 
 
Email membership is $20-00. Price now held for $20 years!!!! 
 
A4 within Australia is still $62-00 and combined pdf and A4 is 
$70-00  
 
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
Edward Hopgood has a real nice gesture. Having a clean-up 
etc. and have the following free to a good home or to a young 
DXer starting out with cash flow problems. 
 
Uniden UBC92XLT Scanner hand held 
Binatone MR200 hand held 1 Watt x2 
Digitalk Handheld CB 1 Watt 
Digitech AR1745 FM/MW/SW1/SW2 Radio 
Digitech AR1736 
 
Pickup only at the following address: 
32 Callabona Ave  
Woodcroft 
Blacktown phone 02 96799775 
Email: eddyhopy@gmail.com 
 
SYDNEY MEETING  
Next meeting to be advised probably at my new place in 
August.                                                                                     
 
WEBSITE 
Wanted: A volunteer to do a very simple web page. Most 
internet companies when you sign up over some range of 
coverage for making of a web site.  
 
Now just a page with just the one link to dxer1234@gmail.com 
 
Probably update twice a year & that’s it. Enquiries to the above 
email address or 0416766490. Cheers Johno 
 
AGM  
Brisbane, Saturday 27 of October 2018. 1230pm start.  The 
venue is John & Colleen Smiths place, at 9 Sylvateere Cres, 
Wakerley QLD  0429176131. 
 
SAD NEWS  
The large cat we had “Rourkestar”, has died in a fight on my 
birthday in late May. We found a big lump of hair with some 
remains. He was a big boy that we saved as he was on his last 
day at a certain place, 2 years old so we had him for 7 years. 
He was larger than life.  So, no more meetings for him.  
 
Hear something? Send it in to the mag!   Cheers all JW!  
 
Front Cover: A view inside the shack of Les Hing, VK3FLEZ. 
Gear shown includes a Yaesu VR-5000 wideband receiver, 
Icom IC-R75 and a Universal M-400 Decoder. Not sure whether 
connecting an aerial up to the space shuttle gets results (!) -cs 
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    Shortwave Trail 
 Our monthly roundup of members’ loggings edited by Craig Seager 

 
Editorial Address 12 Pellion Pl., Windradyne NSW 2795 
E-mail  shango12@gmail.com 
 
 
A good response from members once again, and some interesting loggings are featured in this month’s Trail.  Special welcome 
to Ron Howard (USA), who joins our collective this edition. 
 
2430H Macedonian Radio. In Macedonian as 3rd hx of 

MW 810, confirmed daily in May-June – whether 
is received in Australia ? (Pankov*). 

3190 V. of The People, Goyang. Heard with a KK 
discussion at 1145 on 8/6. A fair strength signal 
spoiled by constant jamming (Allen) 

3255 BBC, Meyerton. Discussion program in English at 
1917. Fair signal, 20/6. (Wagner) 

3260 NBC Port Moresby, Madang. PNG pop songs 
and community anncts in Tok Pisin at 1002, fair to 
weak signal, 23/6. (Wagner). ⧫ (Maus Blong 
Garamut), 1138 till cut off at 1206*, 18/6. DJ 
playing pop Pacific Islands songs and some 
"messages"; 1157 full ID with frequencies 
("Broadcasting on 3260 kHz. shortwave band and 
90.4 MHz. FM band"); considering it's 
summertime, reception was very enjoyable, even 
with QRN (static), as the signal strength was good. 

My clear musical audio at 
http://goo.gl/yhmRwv. Certainly one of their better 
days! (Howard*). 1200 with classic pop and rock 
music and some news breaks, 18/6 (Shepherd).  
⧫Nx px in EE 0905, very good on 19/6 (Ireland-D)   

3310 R.Mosoj Chaski, Cochabamba. Poor copy 
w/animated dialogue 1115, 19/6 (Ireland-D) 

3320 Radio Sonder Grense. 2000, western music and 
singing at fair level, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

3325 NBC Bougainville, 1113 till sudden cut off at 
1145* UTC, 19/6.  From 1113 to 1120 with 
interview in Pidgin; 1120-1145 DJ in Pidgin 
playing pop Pacific Islands songs; public service 
announcement about the election; local time 
checks (1124 with "24 past 10 o'clock," which is 
different than the local times given on NBC 
Madang [3260]); summertime QRN; NBC totally 
dominating the frequency, with "Voice of 
Indonesia" extremely faint underneath.  Glad to 
have them back, after being silent June 15, 16 & 

17. My audio at http://goo.gl/cXkj4C (Howard*). 
⧫1000, fair with Pidgin talks program. The only 2 
90 mb PNG stations heard on this band during the 
evening, 18/6 (Shepherd). ⧫Mx px in Pidgin, with 
RRI in the background, 1120, 19/6 (Ireland-D)   

3325 INDONESIA vs PNG. RRI, Palangkaraya. Long 
Indonesian talk at 1920, fair signal. Then NBC-
Bougainville s/on at 1927 with a quick ID annct in 
Tok Pisin before launching into local music 
selections. NBC was much stronger than RRI on 
this occasion, 20/6. (Wagner) 

3325 RRI, Palangkaraya. Voice of Indonesia 
programming with English news at 1303, then a 
current affairs commentary at 1311. At 1316, 
“Today in History” program, with mention of 1942. 
Very bad local electrical “frying” noise here and a 
weakish signal made listening difficult. 22/6. 

(Wagner).  ⧫ 1307-1332, 13/6. Amazed to find 
VOI English programming here; IDing as "Voice of 
Indonesia," with the usual segments ("Today in 
History" [1316], "Indonesian Wonders" [1326], 
etc.); not very readable. Needs more monitoring to 
determine just what the schedule is. Of course this 
corresponds to the former VOI language schedule 
when they were last up on 9525.95. This certainly 

is an interesting development! My brief audio at 
http://goo.gl/WwLJSv (Howard*). ⧫1715, on late 
beyond sked 1700* with II talks px at good level 
after Bougainville has signed off, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

3900 PBS Hulun Buir. Poor. Strong ute(?) signal on 
frequency but still just be copied. Male talk from 
1423 followed by piano ballad. 10/6 (Brennan). 

3910 Voice of the People, Kyonggi-do Koyang. 
Making it impressively through the jamming with 
Korean talks at 1017.  Good signal and similar 
quality on the // 3930. 23/6. (Wagner) 

3925 R.Nikkei, Nagara, Chiba Pref. Very happy and 
highly listenable jazz music program at 1024, fair 
to good signal, 23/6. (Wagner).  ⧫Good reception 
of an animated M & F discussion at 1158, 8/6 
(Allen) 

3955 KBS World Radio, Seoul. 2030 with German px 
to Europe from Woofferton U.K. site, at poor level, 
29/6 (Shepherd)  

4010 Kyrgyz Radio 1, Bishkek. Reasonable. Mix of 
male and female talk in Kyrgyz from 1405. 10/6. 
(Brennan).  ⧫1755 with talks, then instrumental 
mx at better level than 4820 kHz and to 1800*, 
29/6 (Shepherd)  

4750 Radio Bangladesh Betar. 1700, weak in Bengali 
after CNR1 sign-off at 1657, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

4774.9 R.Tarma, Tarma, Junín. A weak signal with Latin 
pop music programming and rapid-fire anncts at 
1036. I struggle to hear the regular Latin stations 
there days. The noise is getting too high and their 
signals are much weaker than in the past. 23/6. 
(Wagner) 

4750 CNR 1- Hailar. Vo China programming with pop 
songs leading up to 1900 when full ID as 
"Zhongguo zhi Sheng Guangbo Diantai”. A few 

file:///E:/My%20Documents/Radio/ARDXC/ADXN/Oztrail%20Columns/2014/shango12@gmail.com
http://goo.gl/yhmRwv
http://goo.gl/cXkj4C
http://goo.gl/WwLJSv
http://goo.gl/yhmRwv 
http://goo.gl/cXkj4C 
http://goo.gl/WwLJSv 
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news items followed before suddenly the 
transmission ceased mid-sentence at 1903. I’m 
not an expert on China but some references list 
this as s/off 1805 and s/on again at 2025. But at 
1900 nothing heard on the usual // 4800. 20/6. 
(Wagner) 

4760 AIR Port Blair, Andaman Islands. 1330, very 
weak signal with Hindi vocals, much static. AIR 
Leh also on at this time, but DX correspondent in 
India advises Leh not heard, in central India so 
presume Port Blair, 18/6 (Shepherd)   

4765 R.Tajikistan, Yangi Yul. Anncts in Tajik at 1847 
then pop music programming with a distinct 
crossover between European Russian and 
Afghani/Pakistani musical styles. Interesting 
listening but a wobbly old signal on 20/6. (Wagner) 

4810 Armenian National R., Yerevan. Arabic to ME at 
1835 with a news program. A quick ID at 1838 
then a commentary. Full ID, frequency and 
website annct at 1844, then a prompt s/off at 1845. 
Good signal, 20/6. (Wagner). ⧫1715 with Azeri px 
to 1730 at fair level, mixing with AIR Mumbai, 
Bhopal 4810 kHz, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

4810 AIR Mumbai. 1715 with Hindi px at weak level and 
what sounded like EE nx at 1730 but not sure, 29/6 
(Shepherd)  

4820 2 stations here. 1630 PBS Xizang Lhasa 
(dominant past 1700 with talks) and presumed 
KGR2 Bishkek Kyrgyzstan with pleasant ethnic 
instrumental mx, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

4820 KGR2 Bishkek Kyrgyzstan. 1630 with talks px at 
weaker level 4010, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

4830 VoA via Selebi-Phikwe. Good with Afro music 
and EE to SAf at 2052 on 20/6 (Adams). 

4835 AIR Gangtok. At 1315, heard with a very 
prominent hum; their transmitter has had this 
problem for over six weeks now; could just make 
out some faint audio underneath from Ozy Radio, 
but Gangtok was blocking most of Ozy's signal. 
Gangtok local sunset was at 1257 and my local 
sunrise here in California was at 1249, so strong 
grayline reception, on 5/6 (Howard*) 

4835 Ozy Radio. 1203 Waltzing Matilda chimes then 
station ID. SIO 444. 11/6 (Zollo-P) 

4840 WWCR, Nashville TN. No regular programming. 
Just a strange strong humming tone at 1045. 
Unusual! Checked back at 1102 and found a 
country music program underway. I think I 
preferred the hum!!  23/6. (Wagner) 

4845 Quite possibly R. Cultural do Amazonas, 
Manaus AM. Very weak signal at 1050 with music 
programming to f/out 1105. Has the propagation 
characteristics of a northwestern Brazilian station 
with its later fade out compared with those stations 
on the coast. Reception from Brazilian stations 
has been particularly disappointing into 
southeastern Australia this DX season. 23/6. 
(Wagner) 

4875 R.Roraima.  Fair 0905 w/PP talks, possibly nx, not 
heard for a while, 21/6 (Seager-D) 

4885 Echo/Voice of Hope. KK on 28/6 at 1650 w/slow 

singing songs //3985, 6003? (here only jamming), 
6250, 6350, 9100 – all confirmed under jamming 
(Pankov*). 

4900 Voice of Strait, Fuzhou. Seems to be on a new 
schedule these days with annoying light soppy 
pop songs and Amoy anncts at the earlier time of 
1110, instead of the usual 1300. Also found it 
running the same programming on the // 4940. But 
no service at this time on 6115 nor 9505 kHz. So 
must be on a new schedule. 23/6. (Wagner). ⧫ // 
4940, on 15/6, with new schedule. Heard at 1107+ 
UTC. Both are only // for about an hour; after 1200 
noted with different programs. Ex: schedule: 6115 
kHz. switched to 4900 kHz. at 1300 (VOS Minnan 
program [Amoy, Hakka, Chinese]) 9505. switched 
to 4940. at 1300 UTC (VOS News program 
[Chinese, Hakka, English]) (Howard*) 

4930 VoA, Moepeng Hill. Heavily accented talk 
program in English at 1830, fair signal, 20/6. 
(Wagner). ⧫1820 with EE talk px mentioning 
democratic rule in Zimbabwe. Great rap music (I 
thought the terms "great" and "rap" were mutually 
exclusive! -cs) at 2030, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

4940 VO Strait, Gutian-Xincheng. 1223 tentative as 
no ID heard with Asian music. SIO 343. 18/6 
(Zollo) 

4950 Radio Nacional de Angola. 2020, tentative.  Very 
poor signal, picked up a few bars of music at local 
dawn, nothing like the level heard in March, 29/6 
(Shepherd)  

4960 VOA São Tomé relay. 2030 with Hausa px from 
*2030-2100* at weak level, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

4965 Voice of Hope, Zambia. 1645 with EE religious 
px at fair/good level, // 6045, 29/6 (Shepherd). ⧫At 
1825 with English anncts and US pop music 
programming to SAf. Fair signal, 20/6. (Wagner) 

5010 AWR, Okeechobee FL. Spanish religious 
program beamed to Cuba with ID at 1115. 
Changes to Radio Eslovaquia (R.Slovakia) 
programming at 1130. Good signal, 23/6. 
(Wagner) 

5010 Radio Malagasy (presumed). 1900 as AIR 
signoff is 1745. Fair to weak with music and talks 
in the Vernaculars and gone by 1930. See also 
tentative logging for 6135, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

5055 4KZ, Innisfail. 1318 tentative as no ID heard, with 
ads and best signal to date. 18/6 (Zollo). ⧫1204+ 
UTC, on 26/6, noted off the air. 27/6 back               
on the air again. Off the air again 1213+ UTC, on 
29/6. Sent off an inquiry to Al Kirton (general 
manager of Radio 4KZ). Appreciate his response 
received on June 30, at 0212 UT: "5055 has been 
on the air every day. Due to seasonal conditions, 
we are only running 5055 between 6 am [2000 UT] 
and 8 pm [1000 UT] local time. Our target area is 
1000 km around Innisfail [Queensland - Ron]. The 
signal dies sharply in this region before 7pm [0900 
UT]. Our times will vary with the seasons."  
Innisfail sunrise now at 6:47 AM AEST (2047 UT) 
and sunset at 5:52 PM AEST (0752 UT).  Back on 
June 4 & 6, I reported former sign off time for 4KZ, 
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at 1353* UT (11:53 PM AEST). (Howard*) 
5850 Shortwave Radiogram, Okeechobee. Digital tx. 

Poor. Decoded approx. 20% of text and nil 
images. Modes used MFSK32 and MFSK64. Multi 
PSK software. 0800-0830. 04/6 (Brennan). 

5860 R.Farda via Kuwait. Farsi to Iran on 20/6, good at 
2149 (Adams). 

5875 BBC, Woofferton. Arabic to EAf at 0315, weak 
signal but interesting LP reception at 1:15pm local 
here. 16/6. (Wagner) 

5915 ZNBC 1, Lusaka. Poor in local dialect at 2145 on 
20/6 (Adams).  ⧫2041, tentative as no ID heard. 
Music. SIO 131. 11/6 (Zollo-P). ⧫1820, at easy 
listening level. Talks and laughter – sounded like 
a radio drama, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

5915 Myanmar Radio, Naypyidaw. Just audible 
through the noise with a Burmese talk at 1108 on 
8/6 (Allen) 

5920 WHRI, Cypress Creek SC. True News 
programming at 0335, s/off noted at 0357, weak 
signal, 16/6. (Wagner) 

5930 R.Algerienne via Issoudun. Poor in AA with 
Quran on 20/6 at 2140 (Adams). 

5940 R.Voz Missionária, Camboriú. Only air in PP at 
2050 on 20/6 (Adams). 

5940 Radio Deegaanka Soomaalida Itoobiya, 
Ethiopia. 1930, weak at this time with HOA 
vocals, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

5950 Voice of Tigre Revolution, Ethiopia. 1945, also 
pretty weak with talks px, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

5970 VoA via Pinheira. Hausa to WAf on 20/6, only fair 
at 2057 (Adams). 

5970 VoA via Selebi-Phikwe. Good with FF to Af at 
2101 on 21/6 (Adams). 

5975 AWR, Nauen. S/on 0400 with multi-language ID 
then into the Bulgarian service, fair signal, 16/6. 
(Wagner) 

5985 BBC, Woofferton. Winter Solstice Broadcast to 
Antarctica.  Good at 2131 with messages of love 
and greetings in English from family members in 
the UK, dropped to only fair at 2137 on 21/6. // 
6035 Dhabbaya not heard, 7360 Ascension good 
(Adams).  ⧫Annual Winter Solstice broadcast to 
BAS units in Antarctica. S/on 2130 with the usual 
good wishes and music. A fair signal here. S/off 
2200 on 21/6. (Wagner) 

5985 R.Japan, Okeechobee FL. Spanish to SAm at 
0405, fair signal, 16/6. (Wagner) 

5990 PBS Qinghai, Xining. Fair signal level with 
periods of noise. A Tibetan talk heard at 1114, 8/6 
(Allen). 

6000 RHC. 1/7 at 0134, S9+30/40 RHC English with 
song in Spanish, not // 6060 Spanish, but 6000 is 
just barely modulated // 6165 with good 
modulation at S9+40/50. Something`s always 
wrong at RHC (Hauser*) 

6009.99 La Voz de tu Conciencia, Lomalinda, Puerto 
Lleras. Believed to be this at 0720 with long talks 
(preaching) in Spanish but I was unable to pick out 
an ID during 25 min of monitoring. Boy, what a 
wobbly old carrier this station has! Tuning in USB, 

I could hear the carrier wonder erratically between 
6009.91 and 6009.99. Watching the carrier dip 
and bounce across a range of frequencies on the 
TWR Bonaire Kiwi SDR while listening to the de-
tuned USB tone wobble on my own receiver gave 
me half an hour of fascination and mirth! 23/6. 
(Wagner) 

6020 CRI, Cërrik. One of the few signals on the band at 
0240 (12:40pm here), weak signal with the 
Mandarin service to ENAm, 24/6. (Wagner) 

6030 Radio Oromiya. 1945, signal improving with 
animated discussion px, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

6035 PBS Yunnan. 9/6, very surprised to hear an 
interesting anomaly; instead of the usual FM99 
relay that has been carried here since March, was 
instead hearing the former "Voice of Shangri-la" 
format of non-stop music (no announcers at all), 
which in the past was always played when PBS 
went past their former sign off time of 1200* UTC.  
Today heard the same filler musical loop 
(instrumental), from 1141 to past 1241+ UTC.  So 
perhaps today's anomaly was just the result of the 
FM99 audio feed not being available? What will 
happen tomorrow? Recently the FM99 relay here 
had been running well past 1400+ UTC.  Thanks 
very much to Mauno Ritola (Finland), for his 
following up to my alert. At his QTH, had the same 
format as I noted, but he also had a clear trilingual 
ID at 1500 UTC ("S W liu[6] ling[0] san[3] wu[5].   
Yunnan Radio and Television International, the 
Voice Shangri-la"). Had been good to have a 
change with the recent FM99 relay, but I would not 
be sorry to see PBS return to their old Voice of 
Shangri-la format (Howard*). 

6035 BBS (presumed). 20/6, with greatly extended 
broadcast; from tune in at 1147, still going through 
to when tuned out at 1320 UTC; from 1147 to 
1200, usual program of pop songs; 1200+ 
segments with announcers or segments with 
indigenous music/singing/chanting; never strong 
enough to ID language, so IDing this solely on the 
unique style of music; considerable QRM from the 
relay, in Chinese, of FM99, via Yunnan. BBS did 
have some respectable reception, especially 
about 1255 UTC, with Thimphu sunset at 1259 
and my local sunrise at 1249, so nice grayline 

reception. My musical, three minute audio at 
http://goo.gl/EkaxQJ  (Howard*).  ⧫ BBS, 
Thimphu. Very good w/talks in local language 
1250, up-country mx 1254, more anncts 1300. 
Xed China throughout, 21/6 (Seager-D). 

6045 Voice of Hope, Zambia. 1645 with EE religious 
px at good level, //4965, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

6050 R.Algerienne, Issoudun. Arabic news to CAf at 
0410, fair signal, 24/6. (Wagner) 

6070  CFRX, Toronto. Discussion/interview program at 
0750, advert string at 0757, including one 
requesting blood donations. ID for the CFRB 
mediumwave outlet at 0800, then news highlights. 
A weak signal and difficult listening under an S6 

http://goo.gl/EkaxQJ
http://goo.gl/EkaxQJ
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local electrical hash here. BUT….always nice to 
hear it in our winter evenings. 23/6 (Wagner) 

6090 Radio Amhara, Ethiopia. 2030, fair with HOA 
music but under Romania, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

6090 Caribbean Beacon, Anguilla. Very strong indeed 
0711, best I’ve heard them for months, DGS talk, 
18/6 (Seager-D) 

6105 R.Japan, Issoudun. A very good signal at 0245 
(12:45pm here) for the Japanese service to CAm. 
24/6. (Wagner) 

6115 Radio New Zealand international. 1700, great 
level with EE nx including item re Canberra 
concern that CNR now occupying former South 
Pacific frequencies previously occupied by Radio 
Australia. Really! 29/6 (Shepherd)  

6120 AWR, Moosbrunn. Turkish to WAs at 0415, fair 
signal, 24/6. (Wagner) 

6120 Xinjiang PBS, Urumqi. Nx items read alternately 
by anncrs. 1307, some sort of promo, then talks. 
This is the Uighur service, 30/6 (Seager) 

6130 TWR, Manzini. V. good. African singing and talk 
in Luvale(?). Angola target. 21/6. 1905 (Brennan-
D). 

6135 Unidentified. 1855 under noise jamming North 
Korea?  of what station?  African style music heard 
under jamming before it dominated. Not to 
confuse with TWR Manzini which has African rel 
px and Af music at this time on 6130. Checked 
parallel Malagasy 5010 channel and pretty sure px 
format was the same. See G Hauser comments on 
6135 on p6 of March 2018 ADXN Trail.  6135 
smothered by jamming or off air by 1915. More 
investigation required. 29/6 (Shepherd)  

6165 Voice of Turkey. In Turkish on 21/6 at *0350-
0549* w/traditional mistaken freq (instead of 
6040?) & covering Cuba & NHK via Nauen 
(Pankov*). 

6185 China Huayi Bc. Corp., Chengdu. Variable 
signal from weak to fair. Heard with a CC talk at 
1030 on 5/6 (Allen). 

6190 BBC WS via Meyerton. 1945, at weak level, 29/6 
(Shepherd)  

6195 VoA via Selebi-Phikwe. Only fair with EE to CAf 
at 2112 on 21/6 (Adams). 

6950U Pirate. 1/7 at 0132, pirate music at S9+20 atop 
storm noise peaks at S9; just in time to hear 
Wolverine Radio ID at 0133, then SSTV; and 
presumably off as no pirates on band a few 
minutes later. Many more logs of it, the theme 
being smile, and the image being Mona Lisa: 
https://www.hfunderground.com/board/index.php/
topic,43918.0.html (Hauser*) 

7200 Myanmar Radio, 1240-1317*, on 10/6. They were 
last heard here earlier this year; back then carried 
the Distance Learning Service lectures, which 
started at 1230, but not so today; // 5985, which 

also went off 1317*; good reception. My audio 
at http://goo.gl/UDzPyx (Howard*) 

7235 Radio Ethiopia. 1945, tentative.  Very weak 
fluttery signal, 29/6 (Shepherd)  

7245 R.Tajikistan. 1700, very weak with ethic 

instrumental mx once CNR1 signed off, 29/6 
(Shepherd)  

7255 Vo Nigeria, Abuja. Scheduled for French to WAf 
at this time and sounded like French, but it was a 
pretty weak and wobbly signal at 0705, mainly 
news reports, 23/6. (Wagner). ⧫0550, 
powerhouse signal this day, prior to sign-on in 
Hausa, 18/6 (Shepherd)   

7260 VoA, SM Galeria. Somali to EAf at s/on 0330, 
excellent signal, 16/6. (Wagner) 

7295 R.Algerienne Chaine 1 via Issoudun. A trifle 
noisy with a few clear patches. Heard at 0512 on 
11/6 with an AA ann followed by chanting at 0514 
(Allen). 

7300 R.Akbar Mufriha via Woofferton. Good in AA to 
NAf at 2116 on 20/6 (Adams). 

7330 R.Habana, Bejucal. Spanish to the Caribbean at 
0305, a weak signal and not as strong as its 
neighbour Martí on 7335, 24/6. (Wagner) 

7355 VOIRI, Sirjan. Japanese to Japan on 20/6, poor at 
2112 (Adams). 

7360 Vatican Radio, Santa Maria di Galeria. 
Portuguese to WAf on 20/6, good at 2114 
(Adams). 

7360 BBC via Ascension. British Antarctic Survey 
Annual Midwinter Broadcast. Abrupt on mid-
sentence in EE, good at 2130. Signal improved to 
very good at 2142 with BBC world service 
announcement. Message of thanks to Antarctica 
staff from Professor Brian Cox at 2158 on 21/6 
(Adams).  ⧫Annual Winter Solstice broadcast to 
BAS units in Antarctica. S/on 2130 with the usual 
good wishes and music. Barely audible here at the 
start and a gradual improvement to a weak signal 
towards the end of the broadcast. S/off 2200 on 
21/6. (Wagner).  ⧫Annual Antarctica broadcast in 
EE. Good but some neighbouring splatter. 21/6. 
From 2130 (Brennan-D). 

7360 BBC, Kostinbrod. Farsi to Iran at 0310, a fair 
signal, 24/6. (Wagner) 

7375 RRI, Tiganesti. Very good with SS to CAm on 
19/6 at 0245 (Adams). 

7385 AWR via Moosbrunn. Punjabi to Pakistan at 
0248, poor with fading on 19/6 (Adams). 

7385 WHRI, Cypress Creek SC. English at 0320, 
WHRI promo at 0327, into Russian at 0328, a 
weak signal on 24/6. (Wagner) 

7395 RRI, Galbeni. Romanian service at 0105, fair 
signal, June 17/6. (Wagner). 

7485 BBC via Kishinev.  Fading in at 0302 in Farsi to 
Iran, poor on 19/6 (Adams). 

7490 WWCR 2, Nashville, TN. 1204 News in EE to 
N.Am then ads then religious programme. Fair. 
18/6 (Zollo) 

7500 North Korean Reform Radio via Tashkent. 
Good in Korean on 20/6 at 2105 (Adams). 

7505 WRNO. UT Friday 29/6 at 0140, far-right extremist 
political discussion between two guys who feed off 
each other, as if we had more to fear from Hillary 
than Drumpf. They expect violent revolution in 
America once the Leftists take over, another 

https://www.hfunderground.com/board/index.php/topic,43918.0.html
https://www.hfunderground.com/board/index.php/topic,43918.0.html
http://goo.gl/UDzPyx
http://goo.gl/UDzPyx
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Venezuela. (Fat chance.) Many Christians are 
clueless, don`t get what`s happening, according to 
these wackos. They play a clip of Hillary in order 
to demean her. One calls the other ``Rick``, so I 
do believe it is the fake news TV show `TruNews` 
with Rick Wiles and accomplice, as I heard 
previously on WRNO during this bihour, but 
usually something else. They keep going right thru 
hourtop 0200 with no break, no ID. Program 
schedule remains stalled at May 1 before this 
started: 
http://www.wrnoworldwide.com/category/program
-schedule/   Another night, Ron Howard caught 
TruNews on WHRI 7385 // 5920, 20/6 at 0303. 
Neither of these on before 0200, but then both with 
separate huxter programming, not // 7505, and not 
checked after 0300 29/6 (Hauser*) 

7726 Zeppelin Radio, Athens. 28/6 at 1855 
w/Symphony No. 9 by Beethoven (at 1835 was 
played I Want To Hold Your Hand by the Beatles) 
(Pankov*). 

7730 Shortwave Radiogram, Okeechobee. Digital tx. 
Near 100% decode with modes used MFSK 32 
and 64 and Olivia 64/2000.  Images were poor to 
fair but I suspect this is related to me not setting 
up Multi PSK correctly (I’m still learning this 
software). 11/6. 0800-0830 (Brennan). 

7730 WRMI, Okeechobee. Wavescan px with 
interesting history of ABC 2CO which commenced 
in 1931.  Then the highest-powered MW txer in 
Australia at 7.5kw. From 0831. 11/6 (Brennan). 

7730 Shortwave Radiogram, Okeechobee. Digital tx. 
100% decode with good images. Using Tivar app 
on Samsung tablet. 18/06. 0800-0830 (Brennan-
D). 

9355 R.Free Asia via Agignan Point. Just audible 
through jamming with a CC discussion at 2039 on 
11/6 (Allen). 

9410 BBC, Tashkent. English WS news to SAs at 
0110, good signal, June 17/6. (Wagner). 

9410U Fu Hsing BS. USB + carrier, brief check at 1218, 
on 9/6. In Chinese and with singing jingle; the 
signal format today matches my May 7 UNID 
heard here, so that would confirm my UNID as Fu 
Hsing BS; almost fair; their other frequency of 
9774 is still silent (Howard*). 

9490 R.Republicá, Issoudun. Spanish to Cuba at 0115 
with Cuban Son music, good signal June 17/6. 
(Wagner). 

9510 BBC, Tashkent. Hindi service to SAs at 0125 with 
World Cup report, good signal until s/off at 0130, 
June 17/6. (Wagner). 

9550 VoIRI, Sirjan. Spanish to CAm at 0130 with iD, 
good signal, June 17/6. (Wagner).  ⧫Spanish to 
CAm at 0158, very good on 19/6 (Adams). 

9570 CRI via Cërrik. Chinese lessons during English 
programme at 0156, good on 19/6 (Adams).  
English to ENAm at 0135, good signal, June 17/6. 
(Wagner). 

9600 Radio Dabanga, Issoudun. 0435 Sudanese 
Arabic to Sudan, 0456 station jingle. Fair. 11/6 

(Zollo-P) 
9636 VOV 1. Hanoi Sontay. Good. Male and female 

talk in VV.  Coming in well for the middle of the 
day.  From 0310. 08/6 (Brennan). 

9640 KBS, Seoul. Vietnamese on 26/6 from 1500 plus 
police siren typical type jamming from Vietnam (by 
the way Vietnam doesn’t jamming Taiwan in 
Vietnamese) (Pankov*). 

9675 CRI, Kashi. Very good with the ‘Beijing Hour’ 
programme in EE at 0154 on 19/6 (Adams). 

9710 CRI, Kashi-Saibagh. 0112 female announcer 
Spanish to S. Am. Fair. 12/6 (Zollo-P)  

9750 FEBC via Dhabbaya. Sindhi to Pakistan at 0210, 
good on 19/6 (Adams). 

9770 Voice of Turkey, Emirler. Spanish to Caribbean 
at 0150, very good on 19/6 (Adams). 

9790 RRI, Galbeni. Good in Romanian to ENA at 0148, 
19/6 (Adams). 

9805 Radio Marti, Greenville B. 1130 Spanish 
programming to Cuba. LSB to avoid 9810 kHz 
CNR2. Fair. 18/6 (Zollo) 

9820 NHK, Yamata. JJ on 13/6 at *0300-0330* - it 
seems that test bc is already regular, confirmed on 
//6105, 9490, 18980 (as 2nd hx  fr Nauen ), 11790, 
15195, 15325 (Pankov*). 

9835 RTM Sarawak FM, Kajang. Very good in 
Malaysian on 5/6 at 0209 (Adams).  ⧫Excellent 
signal. Music then 2 way male talk in INS. 08/6. 
From 0335 (Brennan). 

9840 Deewa Radio via Dhabbaya. Pasto to 
Afghanistan on 19/6. Poor at 0146 (Adams). 

9865 AIR, Bengaluru. Good. Trad Hindi female singing 
with male presenter. 08/6. From 0357 (Brennan). 

9890 BBC, Kranji. Bangla service to SAs at 0145, fair 
signal, June 17/6. (Wagner). 

9890 BBC, Woofferton. Annual Winter Solstice 
broadcast to BAS units in Antarctica. S/on 2130 
with the usual good wishes and music. A fair to 
good signal here. S/off 2200 on 21/6. (Wagner) 

9925 Mighty KBC, Nauen. A very common station for 
guys in the northern hemisphere, but not so for 
me! For most of the year, it doesn't propagate to 
the southeastern corner of Australia due to the 
lower frequencies they usually choose for their 
broadcasts. So, winter on 9925 kHz gives us our 
best chance to catch this one. Beamed to NAm 
with the usual old pops and rock, good signal and 
great to hear it!!! June 17/6. (Wagner). 

9950 Vietnamese Jamming. 20/6 at 1400-1500 goes 
on w/jamming despite of RFA left freq & bc on SW 
in Vietnamese (same jamming was also on 11985) 
(Pankov*). 

11580 FEBC (FEBA India). 1330 ID for religious 
programme in EE. Very Good. 18/6 (Zollo) 

11670 R.Havana, Bauta. Spanish to SAm at 0241, only 
fair due to splash from RTM, Kajang on 5/6 
(Adams). 

11700 R.France Intl, Issoudun. 0409 tentative as no ID 
heard. French to E. Af. Fair. 11/6 (Zollo-P) 

11705 RFA via Kuwait. Poor in Tibetan under CNR 1 
Jammer at 0239 on 5/6 (Adams). 

http://www.wrnoworldwide.com/category/program-schedule/
http://www.wrnoworldwide.com/category/program-schedule/


 
 

 

 

July 2018 - Australian DX News - 8 

 

11745 Al-Azm Radio, Jeddah. Fading in and out with AA 
group singing followed by AA anns at 0440-0442, 
7/6 (Allen). 

11750 VoA via Santa Maria di Galeria.  VoA jingle heard 
during Hausa programme to WAf at 0505, very 
good on 5/6 (Adams). 

11790 RRI, Tiganesti. French to CAF on 5/6, good at 
0508 (Adams). 

11790 RFI via Talata. Good reception of a Swahili 
discussion at 0445 on 7/6 (Allen). 

11825 MWV African Pathways R., Madagascar. 0413 
EE to Central Af, male announcer religious prog, 
0417 ID. Fair. 11/6 (Zollo-P)  

11825 RRI, Galbeni. English to SAs at 0302, good on 
5/6. 

11860 R.Sana’a, Jeddah. Quran in AA at 0233, very 
good on 5/6 (Adams). 

11905 SLBC, Trincomalee. Hindi heard at 0227 under 
CNR 6, Beijing in Amoy, poor on 5/6 (Adams). 

11925 Channel Africa, South Africa. 0550, EE nx at 
0600 followed by ‘Africa Rise and Shine’ px, 18/6 
(Shepherd)  

11945 RRI, Galbeni. Poor in SS to SAm on 5/6 at 0223 
(Adams).  

11950 Xizang PBS, Lhasa. Only fair in CC on 5/6, 0432 
(Adams). 

11980 Voice of Turkey, Emirler. 0421 tentative as no ID 
heard. Turkish to Central Europe, music. Good. 
11/6 (Zollo-P)   

11995 BBC via Kranji. Burmese service at 0221, huge 
signal on 5/6 (Adams).               

11995 BBC, Talata-Volonondry. 0423 tentative as no ID 
heard. Somali to E. Af, music 0428, off-air 0429. 
Good. 11/6 (Zollo-P) 

12000 R.Havana, Bauta. Spanish to SAm at 0213, good 
on 5/6 (Adams). 

12010 Radyo Pilipinas, Tinang. Good in EE to ME on 
5/6 at 0215 (Adams). 

12015 NHK via Cypress Creek. Spanish to SAm on 5/6, 
very good at 0416 (Adams). 

12030 VOIRI, Sirjan. Interval Signal into Hebrew service 
at 0420, good on 5/6 (Adams). 

12035 Deewa Radio via Kuwait. Fair in Pashto to 
Afghanistan at 0217 on 5/6 (Adams). 

12065 BBCWS. 29/6 at 1304, BBCWS mid-news ID (also 
an optional cutaway for some affiliates for which 5 
solid minutes of news is just too much!); 1320 
during News Hour, about Annapolis; fair S9-S7, 
but about the best we can do at this time for 
BBCWS in deleted North American target. Also 
~24 hours later June 30. HFCC shows BBCWS 
the only 12065 station, but only one hour at 13-14 
via SINGAPORE, 250 kW aiming 320 degrees 
away from us since 27 April; and also since 26 
May at 12-13, 63 degrees from Oman, both 250 
kW (Hauser*) 

12085 V. of Mongolia, Ulaan Bataar. Heard at 1045 on 
26/6 with a pleasant song before JJ anns at 1047. 
Fair level signal with slight noise and fading 
(Allen). 

12095 BBC via Al Seela. Good signal level, but slightly 

noisy. Heard with an EE discussion about facial 
features at 0554 on 7/6 (Allen). 

13580 BBC via Al Seela. English to ME on 5/6, very poor 
at 0412 (Adams). 

13600 CRI, Kashi. Tamil to SAs at 0215, good on 19/6 
(Adams). 

13610 CNR 1, Nanning. Very good in CC at 0217, 19/6 
(Adams). 

13610 VOIRI, Zahedan. Arabic to ME heard at 0713, 
poor under CNR 1, Nanning in CC on 20/6 
(Adams). 

13680 Voice of Hope Zambia (KVOH net). EE on 27/6 
at 1222 w/Australian DX Report read by Robert 
Padula – same was confirmed also later via AWR, 
WRMI, WWCR (Pankov*). 

13720 NHK, Yamata. JJ (rare catch here at this time) on 
28/6 at 1705-1755 w UK/US evergreens fr 80s 
//11945, 15445 (both Euro relays) (Pankov*). 

13730 R.Ashna (VoA) via Udon Thani. Very good in 
Dari to Iran at 0219 on 19/6 (Adams). 

13840 CRI, Kunming.  Nepali to FE at 0221, very good 
on 19/6 (Adams). 

13840 RNZ Intl, Rangitaiki. 0027 Sports news in EE, 
"RNZ National" ID at 0030 then national weather. 
Fair. 12/6 (Zollo-P) 

13920 Sound of Hope. 0050 Asian male announcer. 
Weak signal and interference from nearby fax 
signal (presumably VMC). Weak. 12/6 (Zollo-P) 

15030 AIR, Bengaluru. Very good in Hindi to ME on 5/6, 
0337 (Adams). 

15090 R.Azadi via Kuwait. Poor in Pashto at 0340 on 
5/6 (Adams). 

15105 V.of Korea, Kujang. Heard at 0409, 21/6, with the 
usual stirring song before a FF ID and talk. Fair 
level signal but noisy (Allen). 

15140 R.Sultanate of Oman. EE on 25/5 at 1430 
w/advertisements in different languages like 
Malay, Urdu, and others, from 1439 px called Holy 
Quran in EE (Pankov*). 

15210 AIR, Panaji. Farsi to Iran at *0400, good on 5/6 
(Adams). 

15400 BBC via Dhabbaya. Heard with a Hausa talk at 
0540 on 13/6. Reception was just audible through 
the noise (Allen). 

15410 AWR via Trincomalee.  Good with Amharic to EAf 
on 5/6 at 0406 (Adams). 

15490 BBC via Dhabbaya. Somali to EAF on 5/7, poor 
at 0408 (Adams). 

15515 R.Kuwait, Sulabiyah. The signal was fairly strong 
signal, but so was the noise. Heard with an AA talk 
and music at 0545, 13/6 (Allen). 

15640 BVB, Tashkent. Jack van Impe Ministry px in EE 
on 24/6 at *1125 carrier, 1130-1158 px (Pankov*). 

17660 R.Saudi International. FF on 25/6 at 1358-1458* 
for many years already and at now also w/“double” 
sounded speech & mx (Pankov*). 

15690 R.Farda via Udon Thani. Good with Farsi to Iran 
at 0410, 5/6 (Adams). 

15745 R.Free Asia via Dushanbe. Mainly noisy, and 
fading in and out with Tibetan talks at 1104 on 26/6 
(Allen).  
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17735 VOA, Tinang. 0354 tentative as no ID heard. 
Tibetan announcers, music and ads? then off air 
at 0400. Fair. 11/6 (Zollo-P) 

17760 South African Radio League. 0800, px Amateur 
Radio Today. Very weak and didn’t improve for 
their Sunday only broadcast in EE / AF *0800-
0900*, 24/6 (Shepherd) 

17820 Radyo Pilipinas, Tinang. Good in EE at 0235 on 
19/6 (Adams). 

17895 SBC, Riyadh. Arabic (Quran) to CAs on 5/6, good 
at 0345 (Adams).  

19100H BVB, Nauen. Paul Groman’s Day of Decision 
Ministry px in EE on 24/6 At *0445-0515 * as 2nd 
hx of fundamental 9550 (Pankov*). 

19570H Voice of Turkey. EE on 25/5 from 1830 on 2nd hx 
of 9785 (confirmed also on near 18920 in Turkish 
– 2x 9460) (Pankov*). 

21560 RFA via Tinian. Tibetan heard under the much 
stronger CNR 1 jammer at 0240. Poor on 19/6 
(Adams). 

21670 Saudi R.I. Riyadh. Armchair copy of INS px. V 
pleasant violin music heard from 1148 with station 
close at 1155.  12/6 (Brennan). 

23880H CRI via Albania. in FF? on 7/6 at 1600-1700 // 
fundamental. 5970 & hx 17910 (checked w/rx 
Grundig YB80 & wire antenna) (Pankov*). 

 
Contributors: 
 
Rumen Pankov, Sofia, Bulgaria (Sony ICF2001D, Folded 
Marconi ant 16 m long, own made). 
John Adams, Port Douglas, Far North Queensland (Sangean 
ATS-909X, 7 Metre Reel Antenna). 
Rob Wagner, VK3BVW, Mount Evelyn, VIC (Yaesu FTDX 
3000, Kenwood TS2000, Yaesu FRG100, Kenwood R5000, 
Tecsun PL-680, Horizontal Sky Loop, Double Bazooka 
antennas for 80, 40 and 20 metres, Par EF-SWL End Fed 
antenna, BHI NEIM1031 Digital Noise Eliminating Module, 
MFJ-1026 Noise Cancelling Module, ATU). 
Dennis Allen, Milperra NSW (Icom R75, Realistic DX-160, 
Longwires). 
Phil Brennan, VK8VWA, Darwin NT (JRC NRD 515, SDR Play 
RSP1, Icom IC R75, Wellbrook ALA1530 LNPro). 
Steven Zollo, Emerald VIC (Icom IC-7300 + approx. 15-20 m 
of random/longwire, Sony ICF-2010 + whip) 
Phil Ireland, Bathurst NSW (Lowe HF225, Sangean PRD3, 
Random wire, PK loops, EWE) 
Rob Shepherd, Toowoomba, Sth East Qld (JRC NRD535-D 
with 90’ balanced longwire) 
Ron Howard, Asilomar State Beach, California, USA (Etón E1, 
antenna: 30m long wire) 

Glenn Hauser, Enid OK USA (JRC NRD-545 with 
Wellbrook ALA-330S; Icom R-75, Sangean PL-880, Radio 
Shack DX-398, Grundig Yacht Boy 400, with random wires; 
Grundig G8) 
Craig Seager, VK2HBT, Bathurst NSW (Perseus SDR, JRC 
NRD-545, Airspy HF+, DX Engineering Preamp, Wellbrook 
feeder isolator, Icom IC-746, Loop Skywire, Home-made 
Loop with LZ1AQ amplifier, Wellbrook ALA1530-LNPro, 
W6LVP Loop) 
 

DX-Pedition Items: 
 
D= Daintree QLD (Brennan, Ireland, Seager) 
P=Port Albert, Vic (Zollo, with Sony ICF-2010 + whip) 
 
The below logs were all heard on the NZRDXL Northland 
SDR1.   
 
3310 Radio Mosoj Chaski, Bolivia. 1100, fair with 

Quechua programming, 22/6 (Shepherd)  
4055 Radio Verdad (Radio Truth) Guatemala. 1035, 

weak with religious hymn singing, 22/6 (Shepherd)  
4885 Radio Clube do Pará, Brazil. 0740, fair / good in 

Portuguese, 22/6 (Shepherd)  
4990 China, PBS Yunan (presumed). 0900 at weak 

level in Chinese.  Actually looking for Radio 
Apintie, Suriname at grey line approx. their local 
dawn.  E-mails to Radio Apintie to check status of 
station answered with ‘unfortunately Radio Apintie 
is off the air now. Will be back soon’. Radio Apintie 
FM outlet via internet audio stream identifies as 
‘the happy station’.  22/6 (Shepherd)  

5085 WTWW, Lebanon USA. 0625, playing Elvis 
Presley music.  ID ‘WTWW from the United States 
of America’, 22/6 (Shepherd)  

5910 Alcaraván Radio, Colombia. 0645 with pleasant 
Spanish melodies at good level, 22/6 (Shepherd)  

5940 Radio Voz Missionária, Brazil. 0750 at fair level 
in Portuguese. Checked station web audio stream 
to confirm program content which was same as I’d 
heard, 22/6 (Shepherd)  

5950 WRMI, Okeechobee, USA. 0800 with ‘RMI 
Oldies’ program, 22/6 (Shepherd)  

6000 Radio Habana Cuba, Titan Quivican. 0500 with 
EE program and ID "Radio Havana Cuba". Also 
heard on parallel frequencies of 6100, 6160, and 
6165, 22/6 (Shepherd)  

6005 BBC World Service, Ascension Island relay. 
0615 at good level, 22/6 (Shepherd)  

6010v Radio de to Conciencia, Colombia. 0900, 
tentative.  Poor with Spanish programming. Radio 
Inconfidência, Brazil sked to sign-on 0900 UTC so 
unsure what I was hearing but presume the 
Colombian, 22/6 (Shepherd)  

6015  Radio Tanzania, Zanzibar. 0415, fair level with 
hi-life African music and Swahili announcements, 
22/6 (Shepherd)  

6040  Radio RB2 Brazil. 0900, with slow Portuguese 
ballads at fair / good level, 22/6 (Shepherd)  

6070 CFRX, Toronto Canada. 0450, fair with EE talks 
px. News on the hour and ID “This is CBC Radio”, 
22/6 (Shepherd)  

6135 BBC Ascension Island relay. 0530 with Hausa 
program to West Africa *0530-0600, 22/6 
(Shepherd) 

 
*   Denotes listener outside of Australia 
  Digital mode  

    Editor’s hot choice         
(CS) ⧫ 
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   On Air 
 

The Latest News from the Shortwave Bands  
edited by Craig Seager 
 
Editorial Address 12 Pellion Pl., Windradyne NSW 2795 
E-mail  shango12@gmail.com 
                                                    

INDIA 
Pleased to inform that the two new 100 kW SW transmitters 
from Delhi, have been observed on the air for the last few 
days.  The full schedule of the two new 100 kW transmitters 
from Delhi as follows; 
 
4870 0230-0330, 1430-1530 
4870 1330-1430 Nepali (Nepal) 
7250 0830-1130 Urdu (Pakistan), 1130-1140 HS 
7380 0100-0200 Sindhi (Pakistan) 
7505 0130-0230 Nepali (Nepal) 0230-0245 Hindi HS, 0245-
0300 English HS 
7555 1215-1330 Tibetan (China), 1330-1430 Nepali 
(Nepal), 1515-1530 HS Hindi, 1530-1600 HS English 
9835 0000-0045 Tamil (Sri Lanka) 
9950 0700-0800 Nepali (Nepal) 
9950 0830-1130 Urdu (Pakistan) 1130-1140 HS, 1215-1315 
Burmese (Myanmar) 
11620 0700-0800 Nepali (Nepal) 
(HS/Home Service) 
(Jose Jacob, VU2JOS) 

 
NETHERLANDS    
On behalf of the Central Government Real Estate Agency, 
RGS has dismantled the antenna park at the former 
Zeewold shortwave transmission station [Radio Netherlands 
former SW site]. 
 
It consisted of 23 masts which varied in height between 12 
and 125 metres. 
 
The broadcasting station (of former Wereldomroep) 
purchased by the Ministry of Defence in 2012 will be set up 
as a sending station. The sending station will take care of 
communication over long distances with, among other 
things, ships and mission areas all over the world. The 
Ministry of Defence intends to put this broadcasting station 
into operation by mid-2020. 
 
Google translated from report in Dutch 12 May at 
<http://www.radio-tv-nederland.nl> 
See video at 
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=cSp
eZuzuetk> 
(BrDXC-UK "Communication" via dxld) 
 

NEW ZEALAND    
According to the online schedule 
http://www.radionz.co.nz/international/listen on 11 June, 

RNZ Pacific has no DRM broadcasts any more 
 
0459-0658 11725 Pacific Daily 
0659-1058  7425 Pacific Daily 
1059-1258  7425 Solomon Islands, PNG Daily 
1259-1650  5980 Pacific Sun-Fri 
1259-1858  5980 Pacific Sat 
1651-1850  6115 AM Cooks, Samoa, Tonga Sun-Fri 
1851-1950  7285 AM Cooks, Samoa, Tonga Sun-Fri 
1859-2058  9700 Pacific Sat 
1951-2050  9760 AM Cooks, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu Sun-
Fri 
2051-2358 13840 Pacific Sun-Fri 
2059-2358 13840 Pacific Sat 
2359-0458 13840 Pacific Daily. 
 
When checked in late May, the DRM broadcasts were still 
listed. 
(Prof. Dr. Hansjoerg Biener-D, A-DX ng June 11, WWDXC 
Top News) 
 
Hi Adrian, What's the story on DRM deleted? Will it resume? 
73, Glenn, to Adrian Sainsbury-NZL, RNZi) 
 
Hello, Glenn, A capacitor in the RNZI DRM transmitter has 
failed. 
 
Until a spare part arrives from Europe we will be transmitting 
in AM using our old "retired" transmitter. Regards  
(Adrian Sainsbury-NZL RNZi, dxld June 12) 
 

RUSSIA    
Republic of Sakha (Yakutia). The radio station broadcasting 
programs in Yakut and Russian languages on HF shortwave 
frequencies of 
7295 and 7345 kHz, prepared by NBC "Sakha Yakutia", has 
ceased broadcasting since April 27. The project was funded 
by the republican government, broadcasting was 
discontinued due to financial problems. 
 
There is no information on the date of renewal of information 
at this time. 
(Captain Flint, <http://dxforum.ru/viewtopic.php?t=371> 
RUSdx June 17, via WWDXC Top News) 
 
Republic of Adygea --- GTRK "Adygea" in the summer 
season broadcasts programs of foreign broadcasting on 
short waves according to the following schedule: 
- on Mondays from 1800 to 1830 - in Adyghe, Arabic and 
Turkish, from1830 to 1900 - in the Adyghe language; 

file:///E:/My%20Documents/Radio/ARDXC/ADXN/Oztrail%20Columns/2014/shango12@gmail.com
http://www.radio-tv-nederland.nl/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=cSpeZuzuetk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=cSpeZuzuetk
http://www.radionz.co.nz/international/listen
http://dxforum.ru/viewtopic.php?t=371
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- on Fridays from 1800 to 1900 - in the Adyghe language; 
- on Sundays from 1900 to 2000 - in the Adyghe language. 
All broadcasting is conducted at a frequency of 6000 kHz, 
the transmitter power is 100 kW. The site of GTRK 
"Adygea":  
http://www.adygtv.com/programs/radio-
inoveshchanie/broadcasted/ 
ftp://ftp.radio.ru/pub/2018/06/25.pdf 
(via RusDX 10 June via WORLD OF RADIO 1934, DXLD) 
 
Good signal of GTRK Adygeya/Adygeyan Radio on June 8 
1800-1900 on 6000 ARM 100 kW / 188 deg to CeAs 
Adygeyan Fri: 
http://swldxbulgaria.blogspot.com/2018/06/good-signal-of-
gtrk-adygeyaadygeyan_9.html 
(Ivo Ivanov, SWLDXBulgaria via DXLD) 
 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Hi Craig, 
 
I briefed the SIBC on your comments about 5020 kHz and 
they have responded to say that 'yes', they have been 
having transmitter problems. 
 
They advise that 9545 kHz has been off the air for a while 
and 5020 kHz is operating with only 5KW. Apparently, the 
dual-mode transmitter is malfunctioning and they are waiting 
on spare parts from Japan. Once installed, things should be 
back to normal. 
 
The SIBC folks thanked you very much for your comments 
as these are most helpful for the SIBC engineers. 
(Martin Hadlow, QLD, in response to comments in the June 
SW Trail re: 5020 signal strength). 
 

UNITED STATES (non) 
Frequency change of VOA Learning English via Udorn, June 25 
1130-1200 NF 12030 UDO 250 kW / 304 deg to SEAs English, 
good, x 12020 
1130-1200 on 15715 PHT 250 kW / 283 deg to SEAs English, good 
signal 
1130-1200 on 17790 PHT 250 kW / 283 deg to SEAs English, weak 
signal 

(Bulgarian DX Blog) 
 

NEW HISTORY MATERIAL AT 

 
Update, June 3, 2018  --  Over the years, clubs and other groups offered 
reception report forms of various kinds.  Under "DX History/SWLing & 
DXing," we have posted a file with some examples.  (1) The first item looks 
like standard Newark News Radio Club member stationery that was made 
into a report form, seemingly by the club itself rather than by the member.  
(2) Second, a Pennsylvania monitor turned this Short Wave League 
letterhead into a report of amateur reception in 1937 (noting that he was 
also going to enclose his SWL card).  The Short Wave League  was  a  
project of Short Wave Craft magazine.  (3) Canadian DX Relay was a 
Canadian club.  Third in the file is their report form, which was used by an 
English listener to report to a Florida ham (the form  is 5-1/2 x 8-1/2" in the 
original).  The envelope is postmarked May 31, 1935.  (4) The British Long 
Distance Listener's Club was begun in December 1935 as a project of 
Wireless Magazine & Modern Television, and was taken over by Practical 
Amateur and Wireless magazine the following year.  The fourth item in the 

file is a form that was used by a British reader to report to a Nova Scotia 
ham.  The forms could be purchased in pads of 50.  (5) Last:  The venerable 
New Zealand DX Radio Association was in operation from 1933 to 2006.  
See their form (7-1/2 x 13-1/2") as it looked in 1938. 
 
Update, June 10, 2018  --  The year 2018 is Deutsche Welle's 65th birthday.  
DW is still a media powerhouse in Germany, but only a few of its 
broadcasts, and a few languages, transmitted via third-party facilities 
located almost exclusively outside of Germany, remain of DW on 
shortwave.  One of the world's best-heard international stations in its prime, 
the future on shortwave was evident in 2006, when DW transmissions from 
Wertachtal came to an end (DW had already stopped using another major 
transmitting site, Jülich, in 1996).  For those who would like to know more 
about the technical side of DW in shortwave's "good old days," we have 
posted, under "DX History//Stations," a booklet, "Deutsche Welle 
Engineering," a 104-page, extensively-illustrated description of the 
technical side of Deustche Welle, including the Antigua, Kigali, Malta and 
Sines relay stations.  It looks like it was published circa 1980.  Two nice 
features are the information on pre-war German shortwave broadcasting, 
and the timeline of German HF operations from 1924 to 1979.  --  And under 
"Specialized Resources/wavescan," Adrian Peterson takes us to India, and 
to Pittsburg and Indianapolis in the U.S.  Read:  "New Chronohertz Station 
in India," featuring a review of time signal station ATA (Wavescan  N482, 
May 20, 2018); "The KDKA Story:  Historic Buildings, Souvenirs and 
Memorabilia" (Wavescan N483, May 27, 2018); and "The Radio Scene at 
the Indianapolis 500" (Wavescan N484, June 3, 2018).  
 
Update, June 17, 2018  --  This time we have two items from "Down Under."  
Under "DX History/Stations," we have posted a file containing three original 
photos of the Amalgamated Wireless (Australasia) Ltd. transmitting station 
at Pennant Hills, near Sydney, Australia.  The first photo is dated 1930, and 
the others are likely from around the same time.  Pennant Hills was used 
for various transmission services, including international shortwave 
broadcasting.  The facility began operation in 1912 as VIS.  Experimental 
shortwave broadcasting from Pennant Hills began in 1927, with programs 
originating in the studios of mediumwaver 2FC.  The station morphed into 
VK2ME, 20 kw.  -- And under "DX History/Philately" we have posted an 
interesting radio item from New Zealand.  On November 4, 1992, the New 
Zealand post office issued a set of six 1920s-motif postage stamps under 
the title "Painting the Clouds With Sunshine."  They depicted various 
scenes from the "good days" between the wars, highlighting planes, cars, 
rugby, etc.  One of the stamps acknowledged the arrival of radio and Dr. 
Robert Jack, a pioneer of New Zealand commercial radio broadcasting.  
Most of the 1992 first day covers for the set contained all six stamps.  
However, the New Zealand Radio DX League issued a separate, similar 
cover, featuring only the radio stamp and adding the words, "Celebrating 
the Golden Age of Radio in New Zealand."  The file contains the NZRDXL 
cover, with a descriptive insert, plus the  regular six-stamp cover.  Proceeds 
from the sale of the NZRDXL cover went to the club's Handicapped Aid 
Program.  --  And Adrian Peterson brings us more from Australia.  Look 
under "Specialized Resources/Wavescan" for "The Highest Powered 
Mediumwave Station in the Southern Hemisphere" (Wavescan N485, June 
10, 2018).  
 
Update, June 24, 2018  --  The story of radio and Pitcairn Island has many 
interesting chapters, mostly on the ham bands, and there are a number of 
philatelic items to commemorate events.  Probably the best-remembered 
Pitcairn radio event In the (relatively) modern era was the QST-sponsored 
effort to provide a modern ham station to replace the primitive, battery-
powered spark setup that had been discovered on the island by a visiting 
ham in 1937.  The new station was delivered to Pitcairn by several hams, 
and went on the air in March 1938 as VR6AY.  Numerous contacts 
followed, and the station's distinctive QSL, which we have now posted in 
"The CPRV Gallery" ("Amateur Radio"), was much sought after.  The entire 
event was memorialized in a postal cover picturing a Pitcairn building (the 
"shack"?) and denominating the station "PITC."  Under "DX 
History/Philately," we have posted a file containing one of these covers 
(Pitcairn used New Zealand postage), together with two more interesting 
pieces of Pitcairn philately:  a set of four stamps recognizing several 
aspects of Pitcairn radio (the original VR6AY operation; the Pitcairn 
Amateur Radio Operators Club, VR6PAC; and VR6IM making medical 
contacts); and another set of four stamps, issued in 1995, on the occasion 
of Marconi's 100th anniversary.  Finally, also under "DX History/Philately," 
we have posted a first-day cover and accompanying pamphlet issued in 
2014 by the Pitcairn Philatelic Bureau on the 75th anniversary of Admiral 
Richard E. Byrd's visit to Pitcairn in December 1939.  This was in 
connection with Byrd's third Antarctic Expedition, and there was much radio 
activity connected with it, as there was during the 1933-35 expedition, 
which was the first that featured voice radio contacts (the 1928 expedition 

was code only).             (Jerry 

http://www.adygtv.com/programs/radio-inoveshchanie/broadcasted/
http://www.adygtv.com/programs/radio-inoveshchanie/broadcasted/
ftp://ftp.radio.ru/pub/2018/06/25.pdf
http://swldxbulgaria.blogspot.com/2018/06/good-signal-of-gtrk-adygeyaadygeyan_9.html
http://swldxbulgaria.blogspot.com/2018/06/good-signal-of-gtrk-adygeyaadygeyan_9.html
http://www.ontheshortwaves.com/


 
 

 

July 2018 - Australian DX News - 12 

 

Berg)⧫ 

 
 
Editor: John Wright 
 
E-mail: dxer1234@gmail.com 
 
The Listening Post is all about you, past future and present 
tense.  Members are interested in reading about how you 
started in the hobby, and what you have been doing radio-
wise recently. But we also want to hear about the person 
lurking behind the dials, so feel free to slip in a bit of more 
general life-based discussion. Too, this is the place to 
discuss any and all topics of current interest to radio 
hobbyists, but let’s keep it light and respectful. 
 
 John Wright, Peakhurst NSW (Shortly from Friday 13th 
July at Roselands)  
 
“At least we are on top of the hill! We have rented a 4 
bedroom as we have Debbie’s mother with us. So we do 
have a garage/shed. 
 
I have a QSL from the Voice of Hope in Zambia on 11680 in 
4 weeks FD card shows the antennae complex from Ray 
Robinson so that’s my month. 
 
Ladders score is 172 countries 8 deleted countries 633 
stations and 1621 QSLs. 
 
Dennis Allen from Milperra, NSW  
“Back again for another month, although as far as DX news 
goes I don’t have much to say! I’m still putting the time in at 
the dials but what with the variable reception conditions 
some nights are pretty quiet, and apart from the Asian 
stations I don’t hear much else. I think we need to have 
another Cold War so that all the Euro stations can start 
bombarding us again! 
 
Still, on the positive side, with conditions being what they 
are, we never know what we’ll hear when we switch on so 
it’s never boring. Besides this, I’ve managed to find a bit       
more time to spend at another of my hobbies – making 
clocks. I buy the mechanisms and using a book of plans I 
make various wooden cases to put them in. I’ve made a few 
different ones and if I find that I’m getting too many, I take 
them down to the Bowling Club and raffle them off for 
various charities! 
 
Just in closing, I look forward to the Listening Post to see 
the various photos and cartoons at the end”. 

  

 
 
Michael Cunningham from Brisbane  
“I've found time for a spot of SWL recently due to changed 
work circumstances that not only involved continuous night 
shift work but also temporary relocation to a semi-rural area. 
Brisbane to Yarwun. Wow, what a difference, no man-made 
noise.  
 
The problem of what to do on the compulsory fatigue 
management night off was solved by the bare bones set up 
of the Tecsun PL660 and the long wire antenna it came 
packaged with.  With the antenna slung in to a nearby tree 
the following stations were listened to and reception reports 
sent off, Radio Nikkei Japan, KBS Korea, Voice of Korea, 
Voice of Hope - Zambia, VOIRI Iran, VOA Botswana, Voice 
of Turkey and the English language broadcast of 'Holy Tibet' 
from China Tibet Broadcasting/Voice of China.  'Holy Tibet' 
is a very enjoyable program featuring the voices of many 
SWL's from around the world as a station promo and some 
great Tibetan music.  I must say the Tibetan accented 
English takes a little while to tune the ear to.   
 
Radio Nikkei by the way have an interesting music playlist 
system, how about six tracks in a row by the band Asian 
Kung Fu Generation? All tracks identified by the Shazam 
phone app.  Radio Nikkei is aimed at middle aged 
businessmen so the music played is usually a bit less 
saccharine than the pop music on NHK Radio Japan. I'm 
sure many are using Shazam for identifying songs heard on 
the shortwave bands?   If not try it out on the songs played 
on your favourite station.  It works for most tracks from India 
and Turkey but not music from our near neighbours in PNG 
or the Solomon Islands”. 
 
Craig Seager, Bathurst NSW 
“Back from the “jungle” up north, all refreshed – though I 
think most of us picked up a head cold either on the way up, 
or during.  Somewhat incongruous with the tropical climes 
of the Daintree rainforest.  A nice part of the world, though, 
and very different to the July tundra and polar bears(!) of 
Bathurst.  Worth the trip just for the flora and fauna, though 
the weird sounds of geckos and curlews in the evening can 
be a bit disconcerting, and one needs to be careful around 
the waterways.  Don’t want to become a meal for anything. 
 

file:///L:/Drive%20E/My%20Documents/Radio/ARDXC/ADXN/2016%20ADXN/dxer1234@gmail.com
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Spent a bit of time on return burying the coax and power 
lead for my Wellbrook Loop, which is placed some distance 
from the man cave/house, for noise optimisation. One less 
trip hazard in the yard.  Always a bit of a job to do this, 
though – with one of the least glamorous being the trip back 
across town from Hardware Hell with several 5m lengths of 
25mm conduit precariously strapped to the box trailer.  Give 
me the trench digging part any day! 

 
(JW)   

Receiver Corner 

 

Icom’s wideband R9000 is still a sought-after bit of kit, 
despite the technology being a little long in the tooth. There’s 
a couple of these currently on offer through eBay Australia. 

Broadcast Band & FM News     
Editor: John Wright 
 
E-mail: dxer1234@gmail.com 
 
Postal contributions to John Wright, 71 Hilton Avenue, 
Roselands 2196 N.S.W. 
 
Please note my new address as of the 13th July. 15 years 
at Milford Road have come to an end. 
 
We have plenty of news! 
 
Phil Brennan on a Dxpedition to the Daintree 100 miles north 
of Cairns in Queensland. 
 
JRC NRD 515, SDR Play RSP1, Icom IC R75, Sony 
IC7600G, Digitech AR1780, Wellbrook ALA1530 LNPro, 
Radio Plus Q-Stick ferrite antenna, long wire antenna 
Darwin NT 
*Daintree DXpedition 17-23 June 2018 
 
Daintree loggings 
 
567  RNZ, Wellington. Good. Hello Dolly tunes. 18/06. 

0747. (Brennan-D) 
585  NBC PNG, Port Moresby. Very good in EE. Heard 

on portables and in the car over the duration of the 
DXPedition. 18/06. 0700. (Brennan-D) 

729  RRI Nabire. INS. Trad style music. 18/06. 0819. 
(Brennan-D) 

810  RRI Merauke. INS. Good. Soft pop tunes. 18/06. 
0851. (Brennan-D) 

1035  Newstalk ZB, Wellington. Fair to good in EE. 
World Cup. 18/06. 1135. Brennan. * 

1089  CNR-6 Fuzhou. //6165 and 9420. Excellent signal 
in CC. 18/06. 1147. (Brennan-D) 

1350  UNTV Radio, Manilla. Good. Male speaker 
(religious?) in Tagalog. 18/06. 1245. (Brennan-D) 

1386  R.Tarana, Auckland. Hindi music. Fair. 20/06. 
1049. (Brennan-D) 

1440  R. Kiribati, Baikiri. Island music. Female DJ. Good. 
18/06. 0830. (Brennan-D) 

1570  KUAU, HWA, Maui. Fair.  Christian in EE. 20/06. 
0758. (Brennan-D) 

 
Darwin loggings from home. 
 
729  RRI Nabire. INS. Pop tunes. V. good. 24/06. 0840. 

(Brennan) 
765  RRI Maluka, Ambon. INS.  Songs and prayer. 

24/06. 0840. (Brennan) 
810  RRI Merauke. INS. Pop tunes and talk. V. good. 

24/06. 0903. (Brennan) 
918  N.Radio Kampuchea. Phnom Penh. V. good news 

in Khmer. 27/06. 1300. (Brennan) 
1107  RRI Kupang. INS. Pop tunes and talk. V. good. 

24/06. 0916. (Brennan). 
1125  DXGM Davao. PHL. EE and Tagalog. Radio 

drama and songs. V. good. 24/06.  0934. 
(Brennan). 

file:///L:/Drive%20E/My%20Documents/Radio/ARDXC/ADXN/2016%20ADXN/dxer1234@gmail.com
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Steven Zollo has been doing some Dxpedition work and 
has some great loggings this month and his notes 
immaculately laid out! 
 
684     CNR6. 1359 music // 6165 kHz, c/c ABC(L) radio. 

SIO 211. 11/6 (Zollo-D) 
783     VO Strait. 1407 Asian music then sounded like 

drama/radio play? // 4900 kHz at 1412. SIO 433. 
11/6 (Zollo-D) 

792     Radio Sport, Hamilton, New Zealand. 1221 
relaying Fox Sports Radio and has local ads as 
well? C/c 4RN + heavy fading. SIO 221. 21/6 
(Zollo) 

837     CNR5. 1418 music // 5925 kHz, some c/c from 
ABC(L) radio. SIO 433. 11/6 (Zollo-D) 

909     CNR6. 1343 music // 6165 kHz. SIO 444. 11/6 
(Zollo-D) 5 June 2018 

1458   Radio New Zealand National, Westport, New 
Zealand. 1237 c/c with 2PB faintly fading in 
enough to hear a comedy show // but ahead of the 
webstream. SIO 111. 22/6 (Zollo) 

1570     KUAU, Maui, Hawaii. 0946, tentative as no ID 
heard. Male announcer in EE, music; heavy fading 
and adj channel interference. SIO 111. 11/6 
(Zollo-D) 

1575     VOA, Ban Phachi, Thailand. 1300 Yankee Doodle 
station ID for a few seconds, and again at 1329 
followed by VOA station call being sung in EE "The 
Voice of America". SIO 111. 22/6 (Zollo) 

1580     KBLA "Radio Esperanza", Santa Monica, 
California. 0814, tentative as no ID heard. Spanish 
female announcer, music. Couldn't quite verify 
enough parallel with TuneIn Radio feed, but 
reasonably certain this was KBLA. SIO 131. 11/6 
(Zollo-D) 

 
(Zollo-D)=Steven Zollo, DXpedition to Port Albert, VIC (Sony 

ICF-2010 + passive PK loop antenna) 
 
(Zollo) = Steven Zollo, Emerald VIC (Sony ICF-2010 + active 

PK loop antenna - 21/6, Icom IC-7300 + active PK 
loop antenna - 22/6) 

 
Craig Seager, Bathurst NSW 
All items heard on DXPedition to the Daintree Rainforest, 
using Airspy HF+ and W6LVP Loop. 
 
549 CNR5, Putian. Equal level with 2CR 0951, CC 

talks on 18/6 (Seager) 
585 NBC, Port Moresby.   Noted from around 0740 

w/continuous mx, accented EE anncts. 0755, then 
choral piece, more mx & nx on the hour, good 
17/6. Also heard daytime from Cape Tribulation, 
and on the car radio early evening (Seager) 

783 Voice of Strait, Fotan. Very good w/CC traditional 
mx 1121, xed 8AL, 18/6 (Seager) 

810 RRI Merauke.  II anncts. 0620, then into popular 
song. Pretty steady signal all=round, 18/6 
(Seager) 

729 RRI Nabire. Fair xed ABC Adelaide c/c 1005, II nx, 
18/6 (Seager) 

1170 HLSR, Gimje. KBS JJ px here 1246, very good 
level, talks, 18/6 (Seager) 

1089  CNR6, Fuzhou. Massive level over c/c 2EL, CC nx
    1106, 18/6 (Seager) 
1323 CRI, Huadian. External service in KK, good 

w/talks 1240, up and down with the Australian 
here, 18/6 (Seager) 

1350 DWUN, Manila. Tagalog religious 1350, ID 1357 
as UNTV, several promos, strong and steady 
signal. Found by Phil B., 17/6 (Seager) 

1395 Newstalk ZB, Oamaru.  Talk format here, was 
hoping for something more exotic, fair 1214 with 
phone-in, 19/6 (Seager) 

1440 R.Kiribati, Betio. Island singing 0818, fair level on 
peaks.  No sign of SBS Canberra at this stage of 
the evening, 19/6 (Seager) 

1449 V6AH, Kolonia.  Island choral group 0825, pretty 
steady signal, distinctive programming, so would 
be this, 19/6 (Seager) 

1500 KHKA, Honolulu.  Fair w/sports, promos 0813, 
steady signal, 21/6 (Seager) 

1512 DYAB, Cebu, Very loud, over c/c Newcastle 1237, 
Tagalog talks px, 18/6 (Seager) 

 
John Schache, Daintree FNQ 
Tecsun PL380 and homebrew 75cm active loop. 
 
585 NBC Port Moresby. Heard from around 0800 each 

evening. Only 800km away so daytime reception 
at various coastal locations was possible. (JS) 

810 RRI Merauke. Local ID 0802 17/6. Strong most 
evenings. (JS) 

909 CNR6 Fujian. Huge at 1041 18/6 well before the 
grey line had reached China. (JS) 

909 Star N/work Napier.US gospel preacher at 1742 
19/6. Poor, and rarely heard at home. (JS) 

1035 2ZB Wellington. Well heard with news at 0900 
18/6. (JS) 

1062  4TI Thursday Island. Good with nix at 0814 18/6. 
(JS) 

1089 CNR6 Fujian. Big at 1249 19/6. Not surprising as 
this can be heard down south without too much 
trouble. (JS) 

1260 4MW Thursday Island .One of the first to fade in of 
an evening. local languages (JS) 

1278 JOFR Fukuoka Poor with adverts, promo at 1912 
20/6. (JS) 

1341 CNR1 Guangdong.EE px on the life of Mao // 
5955. 1340 18/6. (JS) 

1350 DWUN Malabon. Fair to poor with promo at 
1802 18/6. (JS) 

1386 DXCR Valencia US accented gospel program. 
1315 18/6. (JS) 

1395 2LG Lithgow. Poor with t/back at 1357 18/6. Not 
bad for 200 watts.  (JS) 

1413 JOIF Fukushima.Brief fade-up mixed with another, 
unid. Station. 1832 20/6. (JS) 

1431 R.Kidnappers Napier. BBC px on feminism. Faded 
up every so often 1215 18/6. (JS) 

1440 R. Kiribati Tarawa. Island music 0827 19/6. Good 
on peaks, local lang. (JS) 

1440 JOWF Sapporo. Heard 1823 19/6 with bright 
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chatter over the general background mush. (JS)  
1485 4HU Hughenden. Well heard 0905 18/6 even with 

only 50 watts. (JS) 
1494 Or Sor Mor Bangkok. Popped up from the mush 

with distinctly Thai language at 1207 18/6. Sunset 
at transmitter site. (JS) 

1494 V6AH Pohnpei Up and down out of the noise 
0830 19/6, but alone on this frequency. (JS) 

1512 DYAB Cebu City. Lively promo for private hospital 
1200 18/6. Mixed with one other. (JS) 

1575 VOA Thailand EE program at 1126 18/1. Good 
level, of course. (JS) 

1611 4KIK Croydon. C&W music 0758 18/6. Low 
powered translator. (JS) 

 
Phil Ireland, Daintree DXPedition 
Lowe HF225, Sangean PRD3, Various PK Loops, EWE, 
Random Wire. 
 
657 R.Rhema, Wellington. Christian contemporary mx 

1235, 18/6 (Ireland) 
1089 CNR6, Fuzhou. Contemporary mx w/CC anncts. 

1245, 18/6 (Ireland) 
1107 NBC, Milne Bay. Contemporary rock mx, poor 

signal 0820, 17/6 (Ireland) 
1170 KBS, Kimjae. JJ language px 1250, 18/6 (Ireland) 
1260 4MW, Thursday Island. Traditional 

island/indigenous mx, 0740 17/6 (Ireland) 
1359 Yunan Hekau. Animated CC announcing 1305, 

under stn. playing 70s/80s mx, maybe Taiwan or 
NZ, 18/6 (Ireland) 

1570 KUAU, Haiku. Christian pxing 0800, IDs, 19/6 
(Ireland) 

1593 CNR1, Changzhou. Traditional CC mx, w/upbeat 
anncr. Comments 1205, 18/6 (Ireland) 

1611 4KZ, Karumba. Contemporary mx 0755, //5055, 
17/6 (Ireland) 

 
Changes to Regional Tasmania Radio Services  
 
Listeners of commercial radio stations 7BU Burnie, 7AD 
Devonport and 7SD Scottsdale in Tasmania may soon have 
to change the dial if the ACMA accepts proposals by these 
stations. 
 
The proposals will make FM spectrum available for 7BU and 
7AD to convert from AM to FM transmission, and allow 7SD 
to simulcast its Scottsdale AM transmission in FM. 
 
‘FM radio provides improved audio quality for listeners in 
regional areas and can be more cost-effective to operate 
than AM radio,’ said ACMA Chair Nerida O’Loughlin. 
 
‘A number of regional commercial radio stations are seeking 
to convert their services to FM under an industry-led 
conversion program. ACMA will facilitate a conversion if we 
are satisfied that audiences in regional areas do not lose 
important radio services under the proposal,’ Ms O’Loughlin 
said. 
 

Scottsdale is the first licence area for which the ACMA has 
proposed a simulcast arrangement, as the new FM signal 
won’t cover all the areas served by the AM, including 
Flinders Island. 
 
‘The licensee, Grant Broadcasters, has assured ACMA that 
it has no current plans to turn off the Scottsdale AM station. 
However, we think simulcasting arrangements are 
necessary for the foreseeable future so that audiences do 
not miss out,’ Ms O’Loughlin said. 
 
‘We now want to hear from the local audiences of these 
Tasmanian stations their views on the conversion and 
simulcasting proposals.’ 
 
The ACMA is also proposing to make spectrum available for 
a second commercial radio service in Queenstown. The new 
FM channel will enable the 7AUS commercial service to 
transmit for the first time. The current 7XS service will 
continue on its existing FM frequency. 
 
A consultation paper released today sets out the variations 
proposed for licence area plans (LAPs) for each area. 
Deadline for submissions is 5 July 2018. More information 
about AM–FM conversion and the ACMA’s role is available 
online. 
 
For more information please contact: Emma Rossi, Media 
Manager, 
(02) 9334 7719, 0434 652 063 or media@acma.gov.au. 
(Media release 16/2018 - 5 June) 
 
Thanks to Martin Greer in Launceston for this very important 
information about ABC AM/FM services in Tasmania. 
 
FM News 
 
SBS Bathurst is now operating on 91.1 (replacing 88.9). 
Heard on 2nd July with football commentary at 1406, 
massive signal.  Thanks to tip from Will Renton. 
 
The license for this frequency os effective from 13th June, 
and the local is the Vertel site, Mt. Panorama, mixed 
polarisation. 
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A Look at a Dynamic Duo, the 
Digitech Audio AR-1780 and 
The XHDATA D-808 Pocket 
Receivers. 
         -Phil Ireland, VK2GJF 
 

 
 
Currently available through either Jaycar (AR-1780) or 
online retailers (D-808), these receivers, while showing 
obvious cosmetic differences, are essentially the same in 
many respects. Both have equivalent functions, albeit laid 
out in a different manner, both cover the same frequencies 
and both offer exceptional value for the money. 
 
Primarily the differences being how the receiver is powered, 
the AR-1780 employs the common AA batteries (4) whereas 
the D-808 employs a rechargeable single Lithium ion 18650 
battery common in the latter Tecsun receivers. Either way 
both radios have excellent battery life.  
 
Since purchase, I haven’t had to replace the AA’s and a 
charge on the 18650 lasts for weeks at average use. Other 
differences are the colour of the LCD, orange on the 1780 
and light blue on the D-808. The 1780 has an odd external 
DC input of 7V if required but using alkaline batteries makes 
this feature unnecessary.  
 
Pricewise the 1780 is slightly more expensive, however look 
for the special prices that Jaycar sometimes offer which then 
make the 1780 a cheaper option. 
 
Performance wise, both receivers are nothing short of 
remarkable! Both use the same DSP chip offering excellent 
sensitivity and selectivity options. These receivers, despite 
their diminutive size, offer the listener surprising 
performance on all bands.  
 
While not offering tabletop receiver performance, the 
listener will nevertheless be satisfied with what can be 
heard. Audio is remarkably good from a small speaker and 
the fixed tone setting suits the speaker. 
 
SSB is very stable however the attack on the AGC is a little 
harsh, common with many DSP radios but not annoying. 
Perhaps the most disappointing aspect with both radios, 

again in common with many DSP sets, is the near muting 
on tuning making band scanning somewhat onerous. 
Setting the radios to SSB somewhat overcomes this.  
 
Otherwise, direct frequency input is the best way to tune. 
There is also a slight delay on changing bands or engaging 
SSB but this is only a minor quibble.  
 
An external antenna can be plugged into both radios but on 
MW, the ferrite rod is still in circuit in the 1780 and the D-
808 requires a small mod (shown on the net) to allow MW 
to take advantage of an external antenna. SW has no such 
drawbacks. 
 

 
 
Pros:  

• Remarkable performance on all bands 

• Excellent battery life 

• Excellent portability 

• Good audio 

• Great value for money 

• Excellent SSB stability 

• Excellent selection of filter bandwidths 

• Excellent sensitivity 

Cons:  

• Band scanning can be onerous but this can be 

overcome to a degree 

• Slight delay when changing bands or engaging SSB 

• Slight harshness in SSB audio 

• Some issues if wanting to use an external antenna 

on MW but can be overcome. 

These receivers can be definitely recommended to the 
enthusiast wanting great performance from a portable radio 
and will also make an excellent travel portable. 
 
Much has been published on the net especially on the D-
808 so the reader should avail themselves of this when 
considering a purchase or looking at the many features not 
discussed in this brief outline. I’ve taken mine on DX’pedition 
and enjoyed surprising performance from the radio so I 
highly recommend either.            73’s……….. Phil    
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Decode Images from the 
International Space Station! 
 
ARISS Russia had a special Slow Scan Television (SSTV) 
event from the International Space Station from around 
0900 UTC on Friday, June 29 and continuing until July 2. 
 
Supporting this event was a computer on the ISS Russian 
Segment, which stores images that are then transmitted to 
Earth using amateur radio, specifically the onboard 
Kenwood TM-D710E transceiver. 
 
These images commemorate the various satellites that were 
hand-deployed from the ISS. These included the first 
satellite deployment from ISS: Suitsat-1/Radioskaf-1 which 
was developed by ARISS and deployed in February 2006. 
 
The transmissions are made on 145.800 MHz FM using the 
PD-120 SSTV mode. 
 
Note the ISS transmissions use the 5 kHz deviation FM 
standard rather than the narrow 2.5 kHz used in Europe. If 
your transceiver has selectable FM filters try using the wider 
filter. Handheld transceivers generally have a single wide 
filter fitted as standard and you should get good results 
outdoors using just a 1/4 wave whip antenna. 
 
On this page are a couple of the images decoded at Bathurst 
NSW, using An Icom IC-746 transceiver and Diamond X50 
2m/70cm antenna.  Software used is MMSSTV, which can 
be downloaded from this link:  
http://hamsoft.ca/pages/mmsstv.php 
 
The process is quite easy, and these were basically my first 
attempt at such captures. 
 
The ISS Fan Club site will show you when the space station 
is in range http://www.issfanclub.com/ 
 
ISS SSTV information and links at 
https://amsat-uk.org/beginners/iss-sstv/ 
 

 
1422z on 010718 

 
0345z on 020718 

 
0525z on 020718 

 
0657 on 020718 
 

These events are semi-regular and you can check for 
updates regarding planned operation at: 
ISS Ham https://twitter.com/RF2Space 
ARISS Status https://twitter.com/ARISS_status 
ARISS SSTV Blog https://ariss-sstv.blogspot.com/ 
AMSATBulletinBoard 
http://www.amsat.org/mailman/listinfo/amsat-b 
(SWLing Post, AmSat-UK, Craig Seager) 

http://hamsoft.ca/pages/mmsstv.php
http://www.issfanclub.com/
https://amsat-uk.org/beginners/iss-sstv/
https://twitter.com/RF2Space
https://twitter.com/ARISS_status
https://ariss-sstv.blogspot.com/
http://www.amsat.org/mailman/listinfo/amsat-b
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Clippings 
Radio Related Stories from the World Press  

Edited by Craig Seager 
 
Editorial Address 12 Pellion Pl., Windradyne NSW 2795 
E-mail  shango12@gmail.com 
 
Australia’s Short-Sighted 
Abandonment of Pacific Shortwave 
 
By Grant Wyeth 
June 30, 2018 
  
Australia’s newfound strategic competition in the South 
Pacific is proving to be a headache for Canberra. Until 
recently, Australia — working in tandem with New Zealand 
— had comfortably been able to operate as the region’s 
prime actor, secure in its status as the overwhelming top 
regional power. Yet, this lack of competition seemed to have 
bred complacency, an assumption that the South Pacific 
would be a permanent sphere of unchallenged influence. 
Now with Beijing keen to explore its burgeoning capabilities, 
Canberra seems to have been caught a bit flat-footed.   
 
It was noted last week that some of the shortwave radio 
frequencies that Radio Australia ceased broadcasting on 
early last year had been taken over by China Radio 
International, the Chinese state broadcaster, allowing 
Beijing to move into broadcasting space that had been a 
trusted component of quality information and projection of 
Australian values for almost 80 years. As many as 10 
frequencies that Radio Australia had previous used now 
broadcast China Radio International programs. 
 
Radio Australia is the international broadcasting (and 
online) service operated by the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC). The ABC, like its British counterpart the 
BBC, is owned by the Australian state; however, it operates 
independently of the government. Despite this hands-off 
relationship, it still forms a significant component of the 
state’s international public diplomacy and is a vital 
component of Australia’s soft power projection. 
 
The ABC began its shortwave service in 1939, and initially 
used it to counter propaganda transmissions by the Axis 
powers throughout the region. Understanding its value to 
the national interest, the service expanded over time to 
adopt new technologies as they arose, with higher quality 
radio signals and digital services, as well as further content 
that expanded the broadcaster’s reach. Radio Australia 
provided services throughout the Asia-Pacific in Mandarin, 
Bahasa Indonesia, Khmer, Burmese, and Vietnamese; 
however, major budget cuts in 2015 saw broadcasts in these 
languages abandoned. There remains some online content 
in Mandarin and Bahasa Indonesia, but Radio Australia now 
operates primarily in English, with a small arm in Tok Pisin 
for Papua New Guinea (PNG), and limited services in  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
French for the Francophone Pacific.   
 
Alongside the abandonment of its array of regional language 
broadcasts, last year’s cessation of its shortwave services 
demonstrated a major lack of foresight. While shortwave 
technology may seem outdated to those in Australia, the 
technology still performs a vital service throughout the 
Pacific. Shortwave transmissions can travel thousands of 
kilometres and be picked up by low-cost radios run on 
batteries or solar power. 
 
In remote parts of the Melanesian states of PNG, the 
Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu there is no access to an FM 
radio signal, and limited and expensive internet availability. 
To many people in these remote regions, Radio Australia’s 
shortwave broadcasts were their only ready source of 
credible and reliable news and information, including 
emergency service information (crucial in a region prone to 
natural disasters). FM frequencies can also easily be shut 
down by authorities, as Fiji’s Frank Bainimarama did in 
2009. Shortwave doesn’t have such vulnerabilities, making 
the service an essential asset in times of political unrest. 
 
At the time the shortwave services were shut down, Vanuatu 
Prime Minister Charlot Salwai expressed his concern about 
the move. Citing the country’s experience with Cyclone Pam 
in 2015, he stated, “some of the most reliable and 
comprehensive early warnings and post-disaster 
information came from Radio Australia’s shortwave service. 
Australian shortwave assisted communities to prepare for, 
survive and recover from a terrible natural disaster. For us it 
is not outdated technology at all. It is appropriate and ‘fit-for-
purpose’ and an important means to inform and safeguard 
Ni-Vanuatu people.” 
 
There seems to be broadly two main reasons for the 
decision to shut down Radio Australia’s shortwave 
broadcasts. First, a disconnect between the lives led by ABC 
management and the people throughout the Pacific that 
Radio Australia was designed to serve (highlighted by 
Salwai). And second, the incessant hostility toward the ABC 
from The Australian newspaper (in particular) and elements 
within the Liberal Party, leading to a culture of constant 
anxiety and second-guessing within the organization. Last 
week The Australian was forced to issue an apology for 
reader comments on its website threatening to burn down 
the ABC’s Sydney offices. And in a display of ideological 
chest-beating two weeks ago at a meeting of the Liberal 
Party council, the party voted to sell off the national 
broadcaster. 
 

file:///E:/My%20Documents/Radio/ARDXC/ADXN/Oztrail%20Columns/2014/shango12@gmail.com
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Although several government ministers have stated that 
selling off the ABC is not government policy, nor will it be, 
the culture that these events create makes it very difficult for 
the ABC to operate in an effective capacity. While strident 
elements within the Liberal Party — and their sympathetic 
press — have failed to understand the wider implications of 
their ideological crusades, the issue of China Radio 
International taking over Radio Australia’s former shortwave 
frequencies may bring these implications into clearer view 
for them. 
 
It should also bring the Australian government a clearer 
picture of the efforts it now requires to maintain influence in 
the South Pacific, and become highly aware of what 
infrastructure it has in place throughout the region. 
Australia’s primary asset is its longstanding regional 
presence and positive legacy, but this incident has made it 
clear that Beijing will swiftly move into any of the spaces 
Australia abandons, and Canberra will lack the capability to 
reclaim them. 
 
The Australian government is currently conducting a review 
of all Australian broadcasting services throughout the Asia-
Pacific region. 
(The Diplomat) 
 

Solar Storm Hits Earth - Storm FOUR 
Times Size of Earth Disables Radio 
Technology 
 
A HUGE solar flare which was released from a hole in the 
Sun’s atmosphere temporarily left some radio frequencies 
disabled, scientists have revealed, and the storm is only 
getting bigger. 
By Sean Martin 
 
21 June 2018 
 
Solar storms have the potential to wreak havoc on Earth’s 
technology as the bombardment of cosmic particles on the 
upper atmosphere of our planet causes it to expand. 
 
As the upper atmosphere expands, the contained energy 
makes radio waves fuzzy and weak. 
 
The solar storm was released from a sunspot, called 
AR2715, which is growing at an alarming rate. 
 
According to the website Space Weather: “During the past 
24 hours, sunspot AR2715 has almost quadrupled in size, 
growing two dark cores larger than Earth. 
 
“The active region is now crackling with low-level solar 
flares. 
 
“A pulse of extreme ultraviolet radiation from the flare briefly 
ionised the top of Earth's atmosphere above the Pacific 
Ocean, causing a shortwave radio brownout at frequencies 
below 10 MHz. 

 
“People who might have noticed the disturbance include 
mariners and ham radio operators.” 
 
Researchers at Space Weather add the current spot is a 
solar minimum sunspot. 
 
The Sun follows cycles of roughly 11 years where it reaches 
a solar maximum - giving off more heat - and then a solar 
minimum, where the Sun gives off less heat. 
 
The Sun is currently in the solar maximum phase but is due 
to head into solar minimum shortly. 
 
As it does, sunspot numbers will fall, allowing only bigger 
ones to pop up – such as the current one. 
 
Space Weather adds: “In recent months, sunspot numbers 
have plummeted as the solar cycle shifts toward a deep 
minimum. 
 

 
 
“On more than half of the days so far in 2018, the face of the 
sun has been completely blank without any sunspots at all. 
Even during Solar Minimum, however, big sunspots pop up 
from time to time.” 
 
Solar storms affect Earth as they release a bombardment of 
cosmic particles. 
 
For the most part, the Earth’s magnetic field protects 
humans from the barrage of radiation that comes with solar 
storms, but they can affect satellite-based technology. 
 
Solar winds can heat the Earth’s outer atmosphere, causing 
it to expand. 
 
This can affect radio and satellites in orbit, potentially 
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leading to a lack of GPS navigation, mobile phone signal 
and satellite TV such as Sky. 
 
A surge of particles can lead to high currents in the 
magnetosphere, which can lead to higher than normal 
electricity in power lines, resulting in electrical transformers 
and power stations blow outs and a loss of power. 
(Express, UK) 
 

$100 Broadcasters: How They Do It 
Just How Cheaply Can You Operate a 
Radio Station? 
 
James Cridland 
Jun 16, 2018 
 
Quentin Howard is a man with a mission: To work out if he 
can run a fully-featured radio station on hardware that costs 
less than $99. 
 
Quentin, who was chief engineer for the UK’s national 
Classic FM and instrumental in the UK’s adoption of DAB 
Digital Radio, is running his own radio station as a bit of fun 
— deliberately using cheap hardware. 
 
“I wanted to run a fully-functional radio station — with a 
completely automated music schedule, station IDs, 
encoding and streaming, and pulling in external audio 
sources. I wanted it broadcasting the time signal at the top 
of the hour; and for me to be able to broadcast live if I wanted 
to,” he said. 
 
The system that does this? A £70 (US$94) tablet computer, 
running Windows 10. The challenge that Quentin has set 
himself is to ensure that the system runs reliably, and the 
touch software remains responsive and usable on a 7-inch 
screen. 
 
Keen to experiment, Quentin is testing this using a classical 
music format.  
 
“Classical titles are more complicated to music schedule — 
extreme durations, multiple artists, composers, different 
versions of same piece, segues in different keys, screeching 
sopranos, non-English alphabets — so it’s a good stress test 
of music rotation and playout, which is really what this is all 
about. If it can do all this well, any pop/rock format station is 
a doddle!”, he says. 
 
“Announcer breaks are done on my mobile phone, uploaded 
to Dropbox from anywhere and played out a few minutes 
later which is, in effect, a one man live-assist OB.” 
 
Playout is handled by PlayIt, a low-cost suite of radio 
software produced in Cambridge, England.  
 
“I’ve watched this product evolve over the last few years and 
I’m still impressed. It’s very stable and resource light. 
Standard playout software is free (non-professional use), 
voice tracking and more sophisticated networked systems 

cost literally a few pounds. There’s lots of low cost playout 
systems of course — I’ve tested over 60! — but I rate this 
one highly.” 
 
The station, which Quentin has christened “Radio Birdsong,” 
is streaming live on the internet. “You could hook this up to 
a £28 (US$37) FM transmitter, and have a fully-functional 
radio station for less than $140 — no larger than a hardback 
book,” he adds. 
 

 
 
Elsewhere, low-cost radio solutions are already on the air. 
Ash Elford, manager of the small-scale Portsmouth DAB 
multiplex in the south of England used a small SD card 
player — costing less than $5 — to air one simple radio 
station for three months. The service, Sleepyhead Radio, 
was a set of looping programs for babies and their parents. 
The SD card player was purchased on eBay; the micro SD 
card was “just lying around,” he told me. 
 
Ash also ran a set of automated radio stations called 
Weather 24/7, which broadcasts the weather forecast on 
DAB multiplexes in parts of the UK, using reconditioned 
laptops. 
 
At the other side of the world in Australia, radio technologist 
Anthony Eden has recently compiled a collection of over 20 
pieces of free broadcast software. 
 
From studio clocks, to silence detectors, DAB encoders or 
playout systems, there are a lot of freely-available pieces of 
software to assist radio stations. Anthony’s list includes 
many open-source projects, which enable individual radio 
stations to add more features to the software or integrate it 
into existing services. 
 
Meanwhile, Quentin Howard continues to experiment with 
his service: taking his entire radio station mobile. “I used a 
Bluetooth data connection to a mobile phone, and was able 
to stream the station uninterrupted from a moving vehicle,” 
he said. 
 
“One application I’m developing it for is disaster emergency 
broadcasting. Pre-programmed FM radio in a tiny box, ready 
to go and cheap enough to throw away.” 
 
“You could do all this on an Intel core i7,” he adds. “But 
where would be the fun in that?” 
(Radiomagonline) 
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RTBF Phases Out AM Broadcasts 
Belgian French-language public radio is gradually turning off 
AM in favour of DAB+ 
 
Marc Maes, Jun 20, 2018 
 
As part of Belgian French-language RTBF’s strategy to 
transition toward DAB+, in May the public radio broadcaster 
reduced daily AM broadcasts of its “VivaCité” and “La 
Première” stations from 19 hours to 14 hours. 
 
“RTBF is the country’s last radio broadcaster to offer AM 
broadcasts. Shortwave broadcasts were stopped a decade 
ago, followed by the shutdown of two transmitter sites in the 
Liège and Luxembourg provinces,” explained Francis 
Goffin, RTBF radio consultant. 
 

 
RTBF’s AM transmitter in Wavre, Belgium. Photo courtesy of RTBF  

 
“Today, we continue to operate our high power national 
transmitter in Wavre (621 kHz, 300 kW) but with reduced 
AM airtime. The transmitter transmits a mix of the La 
Première program during the day and at night, along with 
sports shows from VivaCité in the evening. This content is 
actually what we call ‘RTBF International’ because it is also 
sent via internet and satellite to Central Africa. A second 
transmitter, located in in Houdeng (1125 kHz to 20 kW), 
relays the VivaCité program with no AM airtime diminution 
at this time.” 
 
RTBF’s gradual diminution of AM broadcasts will result in 
the total shutdown before the end of the year. “Our plan is 
to discontinue AM once DAB+ kicks off,” said Laurent Finet, 

head of production and digital innovation at RTBF radio. “We 
will however continue our FM broadcasts for a number of 
years before we eventually put an end to these as well.” 
 
Both Goffin and Finet agree that listeners face increasing 
obstacles finding AM/FM-only receivers on the market, as 
DAB+ tuners are replacing them. “The future of radio is a 
marriage between DAB+ and IP radio (hybrid), with DAB+ 
used for broad audience programs and (internet) IP-radio for 
more specific programs or targeting listeners abroad,” they 
said. 
 
With DAB+ now in the test-phase in Brussels and Wallony 
for RTBF’s Classic 21 and La Première channels in view of 
next year’s launch, the broadcaster plans a broad-scale 
campaign to inform its audience of the eventual termination 
of its two last AM-transmitters. 
(Radio World) 
 

Use of Shortwave Radio by Financial 
Markets 
 
Bloomberg reports that financial market traders are using a 
super-charged version of techniques dear to amateur radio 
operators worldwide 
 
On a 58-acre field that grew corn last year, two towers rising 
about 170 feet support a military-grade antenna shaped like 
a giant spider’s web. The array is pointed toward market 
centres in New York, London and Frankfurt. A third pole, 
topped with a single round microwave dish, is aimed at data 
centre 16 miles away that powers one of the world’s largest 
trading hubs: the futures exchanges run by CME Group Inc. 
 

 
 
But public records point to a probable explanation: Traders 
appear to be testing the idea of using shortwave technology 
to convey data between the CME facility and key exchanges 
around the globe -- a few millionths of a second faster than 
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rivals. That can be the difference between winning and 
losing in high-frequency markets, where the ferocious battle 
for being first continues to escalate. 
 
The secret project in Maple Park, Illinois, was discovered -- 
appropriately enough -- by a ham-radio enthusiast, Bob Van 
Valzah KE9YQ. It remains shrouded in mystery. Even 
county officials and neighbours are unclear about its 
purpose. 
 
Read the full story at  
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-06-18/hft-
traders-dust-off-19th-century-tool-in-search-of-market-edge 
 
Low-latency shortwave link for trading? 
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2018/may/low-latency-
shortwave-link-for-trading.htm 
(Southgate Amateur Radio News) 
 

FEBC Celebrates 70 Years of Gospel 
Broadcasting in the Philippines 
 
It was on June 4, 1948, that FEBC launched its first radio 
station, KZAS, in Manila, Philippines. 
 
While co-founders Robert Bowman and John Broger 
originally planned to broadcast from China, this plan was 
abandoned when communism overtook the country, forcing 
the men to look elsewhere. The Philippines seemed like a 
possible location, so – within months of this war-ravaged 
country declaring its independence – they established a 
base of operations in Manila. 
 
Since then, millions of lives have been transformed by 
FEBC’s Gospel-centred broadcasts. In the Philippines 
alone, 12 radio stations have been established throughout 
the country. The Philippines is also the site of FEBC’s two 
international shortwave facilities, which transmit daily 
programs to 42 ethnic people groups who have no other way 
to hear the Good News but through shortwave radio. In 
addition to the Philippines, FEBC reaches 48 other countries 
in 107 languages. 
 
“We are so thankful for God’s wisdom and direction that 
guided us through the past 70 years, resulting in millions of 
lives turning to Christ,” the FEBC staff reported in a recent 
news story. 
 
“While we’re thrilled to reflect on 70 years of broadcasting, 
this is also a story of the faithfulness of supporters who have 
honoured God through their prayers and giving, so that 
others might hear the salvation message and choose to 
follow Christ … right into eternity!” 
 
“Let’s continue in that effort … until all have heard,” the staff 
concluded. 
 
A year after FEBC’s first station launched in the Philippines, 
its international broadcasts expanded to China and 
eventually to most of Southeast Asia, as well as Russia, 
Ukraine, and Central Asia. FEBC’s sister organization, 

FEBA, broadcasts programs in Africa, the Middle East, and 
India. 
 

 
 
In addition, FEBC’s programs are heard on AM and FM 
stations worldwide, as well as by satellite and the internet. 
(National Religious Broadcasters) 
 

Angela Merkel Stresses Media 
Freedoms as Deutsche Welle 
Celebrates 65 Years 
 
The fight against fake news and a new global role as a 
European broadcaster post-Brexit were the talking points as 
DW marked its anniversary. On hand were Bundestag 
deputies from all parties and the German chancellor. 
 
When Deutsche Welle began broadcasting in 1953, its task 
was infinitely simpler than it is today. What was once a 
German-only short-wave radio station has grown into a 
multimedia conglomerate that reaches more than 150 
million people a week in 30 languages via TV, radio, the 
internet and social media. What's more, DW is charged not 
just with disseminating information but combating fake 
news, manipulation and outright lies throughout the world. 
 
That was the tenor of German Chancellor Angela Merkel's 
keynote speech at Deutsche Welle's 65th anniversary 
celebration in Berlin on Tuesday. 
 
"If we didn't oppose the distortion and fake news people try 
to promote, we wouldn't be far away from a situation in which 
the suppression and falsification of facts could be 
considered opportune," Merkel told journalists and what you 
do." 
Before her address, Merkel spoke with DW's Russian 
service, which has come up with a series of Internet videos 
designed to teach users, especially younger ones, how to 
recognize manipulated media content. One video illustrates 
how images of what was purported to be a Ukrainian missile 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-06-18/hft-traders-dust-off-19th-century-tool-in-search-of-market-edge
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-06-18/hft-traders-dust-off-19th-century-tool-in-search-of-market-edge
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2018/may/low-latency-shortwave-link-for-trading.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2018/may/low-latency-shortwave-link-for-trading.htm
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strike was actually a failed rocket launch in Kazakhstan. The 
videos attracted 1.3 million hits in Russian in their first month 
online alone. 
 

 
 
In an era where various forms of propaganda have seen a 
resurgence, the speakers repeatedly stressed that the voice 
of a state-funded, but not state-run broadcaster like 
Deutsche Welle, which is governed by the values of open, 
democratic society, is all the more important. 
 
"In crises, wars and conflicts, people particularly turn to us," 
DW Director General Peter Limbourg said. "They know that 
they will be informed comprehensively, honestly and 
reliably. In the eyes of autocrats, we're dangerous." 
DW anti-fake news video (DW) 
 
DW's Russian service has come up with an innovative 
series of videos against fake news 
 
A European voice for the world 
 
Both Merkel and Limbourg stressed that Deutsche Welle's 
prominence as a European broadcaster is set to increase as 
Brexit nears and the BBC, at least nominally, is no longer an 
EU broadcaster. DW has undergone a major reorientation 
in recent years, shifting focus to its English-language 
content and significantly expanding its reach across the 
globe. 
 
One good example of this new style of journalism is 
"eco@africa," an environmental program that combines 
ecological problems and solutions from both Africa and 
Europe. The show is produced "on a level playing field" 
together with Nigerian and Kenyan partners, and it enjoys 9 
and 6 percent ratings shares respectively in those countries. 
There are plans to expand it to include French and 
Portuguese versions as well. 
 
"I think it's wonderful that you produce an environment show 
from Africa that also shows the African perspective on 
things," Merkel said. 
 
Limbourg took the opportunity to try to drum up support for 
a Turkish-language DW TV service and had some harsh 
words for the current government in Ankara. 
 
"We have to do more," Limbourg said. "In Turkey, this 
wonderful country to which we Germans have such a wide 

range of connections, there is no longer any freedom of the 
press. If we take our mission seriously, there is an urgent 
need for action here." 
 
"DW stands for freedom of speech and the press, 
comprehensive research and quality journalism as well as 
independence from the state," said Federal Government 
Commissioner for Culture and the Media Monika Grütters. 
"I'm very proud of that." 
 
The speakers also had words of praise for DW initiatives 
aimed at helping people around the world learn the German 
language online and for the DW Academy, which trains 
foreign journalists in Berlin and in their home countries. 
 
Celebrity congratulations 
 
The ceremony concluded with video testimonials from well-
known political and cultural figures ranging from former 
Afghan president Hamid Karzai to the widow of Russian 
dissident writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn, from Kiev mayor 
and ex-heavyweight boxing champion Vitali Klitschko to 
European President Commission Jean-Claude Juncker. 
 
Members of all of Germany's parliamentary political parties 
attended the ceremony, and representatives of all the 
longstanding parties also offered anniversary 
congratulations. 
 
The speakers dwelt upon DW's role as the source of 
Western information in the time of the Cold War. Limbourg 
also clearly acknowledged DW's responsibility vis-à-vis the 
darker chapters in Germany's history. 
 
"Part of German identity is remembering the murder of six 
million European Jews," Limbourg said. "We've reported on 
that a lot of times in the past and we'll continue to do so. 
Neither extremists nor nationalists are going to change out 
attitudes on this issue." 
 
It was a timely reminder that challenges presented by 
jingoism, xenophobia and populism exist in Germany, too, 
and not just in other parts of the world. 
 
For 65 years, Deutsche Welle has sought both to align itself 
with and to exemplify western democracy and 
internationalism. The current German government has 
promised to expand funding for the country's foreign public 
broadcaster in the conviction that while conditions around 
the world have changed radically since 1953, the aim of 
promoting and defending the values of an open society has 
remained exactly the same. 
(Deutsche Welle) 
 

Under Fire Vanuatu Public Broadcaster 
Seeks More Funding 
 
2:20 pm on 21 June 2018 
 
Vanuatu's prime minister says the country's public 

https://www.dw.com/en/angela-merkel-stresses-media-freedoms-as-deutsche-welle-celebrates-65-years/a-44082995
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broadcaster needs an additional 4.5 million US dollars in 
order to meet the government's 100 day plan for full 
coverage of the country. 
radio mic 
 
Some members of parliament have complained that 
Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Corporation's 
broadcasts were not clear in their islands. 
 
The prime minister Charlot Salwai said MPs must take time 
to visit the Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television 
Corporation to see the many changes under its new 
management. 
 
Pam destroyed much of Vanuatu's broadcasting 
infrastructure Photo: RNZ 
 
The Vanuatu Daily Post reported that MPs have blamed 
poor standards on political interference in the board. 
Independent broadcasting regulator to be established 
 
Vanuatu Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ralph Regenvanu, said 
separating the regulatory functions from the Vanuatu 
Broadcasting and Television Corporation, or VBTC, would 
advance media freedom. 
 

 
 
Mr Regenvanu was talking in support of a bill promoted by 
Prime Minister Charlot Salwai, who is also responsible for 
telecommunications. 
 
The bill aims to remove the broadcasting regulatory 
functions from the VBTC and instead have them handled by 
a Telecommunications and Radiocommunications 
Regulator. 
 
Mr Regenvanu said the bill would see more broadcast media 
being licensed because the regulator would no longer have 
conflicts of interest. 
 
He said in the past the VBTC had stopped other radio outlets 
from starting up in order to protect its own market. 
(Radio New Zealand) 

 (CS) ᴥ 

 

Utility DX Report     
Editor: John Volpato 
 
E-mail: john@volpato.net 
 
Hello Folks,  
Welcome to the July column.  A shorter log section this 
month BUT a special treat for those who miss the sound of 
Morse Code…… 
 
Yours truly (JV) using a JRC NRD 545 and a Wellbrook 
ALA1530LNP antenna. 
 
Phil Brennan (PB) Using JRC NRD 515, SDR Play RSP1, 
Icom IC R75, Wellbrook ALA1530 LNRPro, long wire 
Antenna Darwin NT 
 
Onto said logs: 
NDB logs - Darwin 
 
221  KU, Kununurra. 13/06. 1315. 433km. (PB) 
233  AYE, Ayers Rock. 13/06. 1332. 1421km. (PB) 
242  KOW, Kowanyana. 13/06. 1334. 1223 km. (PB) 
251  MEK, Meekathara. 13/06. 1337. 2033 km. (PB) 
257  HWS, Howard Springs. 13/06. 23 km. (PB) 
260  PD, Port Hedland. 13/06. 1349. 1572 km. (PB) 
272  TNK, Tennant Creek. 13/06. 1354. 876 km. (PB) 
299  OY. Unid. Perhaps INS or PNG. 13/06 1402(PB) 
308  BGT. Bagot. 13/06. 1417. 5 km. (PB) 
317  BRM. Broome. 13/06. 1422. 1109 km. (PB) 
 
NDB logs – Daintree (*Daintree DXpedition 17-23 June 

2018) 
 
212  IFL. Innisfail. 18/06. 1900. 156 km.* (PB) 
218 CMU. Cunamulla. 18/06. 1330. 1313 km.* (PB) 
242  KOW. Kowanyana. 18/06. 1337. 400 km.* (PB) 
251  DU. Dubbo. 18/06. 1929. 1807 km.* (PB) 
254  OK. Oakey. 18/06. 1932. 1397 km.* (PB) 
260  CKN. Cooktown. 18/06. 1939. 89 km.* (PB) 
264  CCY. Cloncurry. 18/06. 1940. 714 km.* (PB) 
269  CV. Charleville. 18/06. 1942. 1131 km.* (PB) 
272  TNK. Tennant Creek. 18/076. 2000. 1244 km.* 

(PB) 
275  TVL. Townsville. 18/06. 1953. 366 km.* (PB) 
308  MK. Mackay. 18/06. 2027. 673 km.* (PB) 
311  NTN. Normanton. 18/06. 2028. 485 km.*  (PB) 
338  MA. Mt Isa. 18/06. 2030. 797 km.* (PB) 
353  LRE. Longreach. 18/06. 2033. 807 km.* (PB) 
359  AMB. Amberley. 18/06. 2021. 1471 km.* (PB) 
364  CS. Cairns. 18/06. 2036. 83 km.* (PB) 
371  HUG. Hughenden. 18/06. 2037. 525 km.* (PB) 
380  GV. Gove. 18/06. 2039. 1022 km.* (PB) 
398  BOU. Boulia. 18/06. 2043. 937 km.* (PB) 
404  COE. Coen. 18/06. 2045. 349 km.* (PB) 
407  GTE. Groote Eyelandt. 18/06. 2046. 970 km.* 

(PB) 
 
HF Logs 
2056U 1300 VMW Australia Weather West with Western 

Australian Coastal forecasts (JV) 

mailto:john@volpato.net
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2500  AM (heard in USB) WWVH NIST Time Signal 
Station Hawaii (JV) 

3585  HLL8 Seoul Meteo. Weather fax. Good decode. 
Using Multi PSK. 11/06. 1107. (PB) 

3622  HMH Tokyo Meteo. Weather fax. Good decode. 
1119. 11/06. (PB) 

 
There we end the logs. 
 
Now for those of you who miss Morse Code!  
 
Here is the Utility Column from March 1979 – note stations 
KFS/KPH: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
QSL from NSB, Japan, circa 1979 
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Celebrating 100 Years of 
Wireless between The United 
Kingdom and Australia 
 
Date : 30 / 06 / 2018 
 
September this year marks the 100th anniversary of the first 
wireless transmission between Australia and the United 
Kingdom. Messages were transmitted from the Marconi station 
at Waunfawr in North Wales on the 22nd September 1918, and 
were received almost instantaneously at "Lucania" the 
Wahroonga home of Ernest Fisk, the Managing Director of 
Amalgamated Wireless (Australasia) Limited (A.W.A.). 
 
Two communications were sent by Morse code to Australia. 
The first message was from the Prime Minister of Australia, Mr. 
W.M. "Billy" Hughes, who was in the UK at the time, and the 
second from the Minister for the Navy, Mr. Joseph Cook who 
accompanied Hughes. 
 
Wireless was a very new phenomenon, and the experiment 
between Ernest Fisk and Guglielmo Marconi was a significant 
achievement in the early development of world-wide wireless 
communications. There was considerable public interest, and 
political controversy, as Hughes was using his wireless 
message to strengthen support for the war effort in Europe at a 
time when support in Australia was waning. 
 

 
 
The Marconi-Fisk achievement is commemorated by a 
monument located outside the original receiving site in 
Wahroonga, which is still a private residence. Every five years 

the Hornsby Amateur Radio Club (HADARC) and the Ku-ring-
gai Historical Society have commemorated the event by the 
exchange of wireless messages with the Dragon Amateur 
Radio Club in Wales. 
 
This year, with additional support from Ku-ring-gai Municipal 
Council, they are planning a major centenary celebration. A re-
enactment of the original message will occur adjacent to the 
Wahroonga monument, followed by displays in the St Andrew's 
church hall, some 50 metres away in Cleveland street, which 
will include a working HF amateur radio station operating under 
the special call sign VK100MARCONI. 
 
The Dragon Radio Club will also be operating an HF station 
from the Welsh site of the Marconi transmitter using the special 
event amateur call sign GB2VK, and it is proposed that 

Fiskville, located in 
Victoria and named 
after Ernest Fisk 
(where early 
transmitters were 
located), will be 
activated from 
Werribee Gorge State 
Park (VKFF-0775). 
 
The centenary event 
provides an 
opportunity to 
showcase amateur 

radio, both to the public and to higher levels of government, and 
it is also very significant for the descendants of the Cable and 
Wireless company and the Overseas Telecommunications 
Commission (OTC), AWA, Siemens, and the entire 
radiocommunications community. It is expected to be well 
attended by politicians, councillors and school children from 
around the region, and anyone interested in the history of 
communications. 
 
As part of the Centenary celebrations, the WIA will hold an on-
air event over the entire month of September. This event will be 
very similar to the ANZAC commemorative event, where State 
and Territory based special event call signs will be allocated to 
any club or individual for a short period of time. 
 
The WIA has secured the call signs VI#MARCONI for 
participating States and Territories, and those call signs will be 
made available to WIA affiliated clubs and WIA members on a 
time-share basis for a maximum of 48 hours, (this period may 
be altered depending on the demand). 
 
The event timetable and details about the VI#MARCONI call 
sign application and allocation process will be posted on the 
WIA website. Registration for a MARCONI special event call 
signs is expected to commence early in July. QSL cards will be 
issued for contacts with special event MARCONI stations, and 
WIA awards will be available. 
 
A very good background to the Marconi Transmission is at 
VK2DMY’s Military Radio and Radar Information Site - Link 
 
HADARC Website: Link 
 
Image sourced from the State Library of NSW and shows the 
Wahroonga Residence with radio masts. 
 
Sir Ernest Fisk image courtesy of the HADARC website. 
(Wireless Institute of Australia) 

http://www.qsl.net/vk2dym/radio/Marconi.htm
https://www.hadarc.org.au/imd.html
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Cassowaries, Crocs and Calamity. 
A Tropical DX-pedition. 

   - John Schache, VK2JLS 
 
As with the past few years, Craig, Phil and myself have just 
returned from our annual DXpedition and boy’s week away. The 
thought in our minds last year was that Cairns and area would be 
a good choice. Well away from most Australian stations, close to 
the Asia-Pacific region and with hope that the Americas and Mid-
East would show up. A break from the winter weather would be 
welcome, but the clincher was the $150 return airfares on offer 
from Jetstar last August – how could anyone pass that up? 
Accordingly, we booked, then worried about finding suitable 
accommodation. Fellow member, Phil Brennan was to join us this 
year and would fly from Darwin to meet us in Cairns. Splitting the 
hire car and accommodation four ways meant that the exercise 
was quite affordable. 
 
We found a cottage on acres, just north of the Daintree River, a bit 
over an hour north of Cairns. There was open space to erect 
antennas as well as enough trees to hang them off, and the place 
was well equipped with all we needed. As it was ‘off grid’ we were 
concerned about noise from inverters and the like. Unfortunately, 
this was indeed to be the case but that is something that you just 
do not know until arriving on site. 
 
Leaving Bathurst on a cold, cloudy morning, that evening we found 
ourselves in rather warmer climes meeting Phil Brennan at Cairns 
airport. From there it was pick up the car, a quick take-away, collect 
the keys and head further north to the Daintree before the vehicular 
ferry stopped operating for the night. On arrival it was just organize 
ourselves, have a quick listen then off for a good night’s sleep! 
Unfortunately, our quick listen revealed that we did, in fact have a 
noise problem, but that would have to wait till morning! 
 

 
The noise level was actually quite severe and extended well away 
from the house. The conclusion, after switching off and 
disconnecting everything we could find, was that it was generated 
by the electronics associated with the solar system. Very 
disappointing. Craig and I had each brought active loop antennas 
which we finally set up away from the house and oriented for 
minimum noise. Not ideal but the best we could do. The two Phils 
(P1 and P2 …?) had various PK loops with them but being tuned 
had to have them nearby. Various EWEs were tried as well, but 
anything we did was a compromise we had to live with. 
 
Packing is always interesting and thought is needed to sort the 
‘must haves’ from the ‘nice to haves’. 
 
Phil B. was using his R75, Phil I. packed a Lowe 225, Craig and I 
were both using SDRs (Perseus, Airspy HF+) and in addition we 
had some portables. There were sundry lengths of coax, reels of 
wire and earth stakes made of hollow aluminum tubing (saves a lot 
of weight) as well as some basic tools, adaptors etc.  

 
Both our active loops were collapsible (homebrew for me, W6LVP 
loop for Craig) and were invaluable. Setup was on a nice big table 
on a covered verandah with views to the nearby rainforest but this 
is where the calamity part comes in. I set up happily with laptop 
and all the rest then plugged the Perseus in. Smoke was the 
unhappy result!! Investigation revealed that I had for some reason 
reversed polarity on the power supply when lengthening the DC 

lead. A warning to all, 
though for the life of me, why 
not build in reverse polarity 
protection in the first place? 
 
I was left with my Tecsun 
PL380 coupled inductively 
into my loop. This worked 
quite well and I managed 
some OK loggings. 
 
It was not all listening to DX, 
though. Our day trips found 
us lunching at Daintree 
village (great barramundi 
and coffee), visiting Port 
Douglas (even more 
commercial these days) and 
catching up with Phil’s friend 
at the Kuranda markets – 
we had bread direct from the 
oven for lunch – yummo! A 
longer daytrip saw us drive 
north to Cape Tribulation 
through the heritage listed 
Rainforest, sampling 

yummy hand-made ice-cream on the way back. Craig stalked 
cassowaries and other birdlife with his long lens (yes, they were 
seen) and all of us enjoyed the scenery and unspoiled beaches.  
 
This part of the world is certainly different from down south. We 
particularly noticed crocodile warning signs on many beaches and 
waterways and noticed many ‘no trespassing’ and ‘private property 
– no entry’ on driveways leading into the forests. I guess that some 
people just do not want to be disturbed. We were also woken by 
loud gunshots nearby at 4AM one morning – none of us bothered 
investigating for some reason … 

 
 
Once again, we have had a great week away to play radios, have 
a cruise around the countryside and just enjoy life away from the 
day-to-day stuff, both work and home. To those who say we cannot 
possibly do something like that, I would say that a DXpedition does 
not have to be someplace far away or exotic. A long weekend 
someplace different to enjoy your hobby and enjoy the friendships 
you make because of it is just as good. Next year? To be decided! 
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Croc burger at Daintree (Tastes like chicken!) 

 

 
Rustic Coffee shop, Mt. Molloy (with Phil standing guard!) 

 

 
Historic Technico Radio, Mareeba museum  

 

 
Daintree Village 

 
W6LVP Loop in an open field (full of midges!) 

 

 
Phil Brennan at work 
 

 
John contemplating some signals  
 

Something nice at a café in Kuranda     


