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Tonights presentation

* Death by powerpoint
* Please ask questions

A little about us

Why get involved? @\‘@;

WWEF )

VK5 Parks Award

Equipment

Operating tips

Some photos

A little bit about us

* Paul VK5PAS oA Sam T N # o R s, SN

T ————

— Licenced in June 2010 (VK5FPAS)

— Upgraded 12 months later (to VK5PAS) D@ y@[m Gm]j(@y tl}n@ glr@@t .
— About 500 park activations outdoors and twgvgﬂﬂnng to

— About 150 SOTA activations

— Activated in VK1, VK2, VK3, VK5, VK6, VK9, Belgium & b@ﬁlﬁﬂfﬂﬂﬂ J© @ﬂtﬂ@_@ Glll’@ﬂlllﬂ]@
Germi Australia, whilst enjoying the

* Marija VK5FMAZ > oS~
- Licjenced in April 2016 h©bby @l[r @m@t@lr ﬂ'@d]ﬂ@?
— First ever contact with Adam VK2YK (who was in a park) S -~
— About 100 park activations
— About 25 SOTA activations
— Activated in VK2, VK3, VK5, & VK9.

e
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| don’t collect wallpaper?

I’m not into contesting

* The parks programs are NOT a contest! Y 7 mwkrmnr_
* They are a fun activity 55 4
* Which encourages portable operation
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Why get involved? Why get involved?

Fun Combine other interests
Noise floor e Bushwalking
* Plasma TV, solar inverters » birdwatching

Experimentation o Photography
4WDing

* Antennas, home brew tx (-
) Caravaning

Pile ups and DX
Great way to see our
beautiful country

your partner
Family picnic

Plasma TV noise And a QRP contact from a park

i 1?'( \' I P
g - < . ; . 3 ;‘\ X -
6 14,184.25 uss i o - - s
‘ =@ Pecter using a hom
brew transceiver |




Hand in hand with other
programs & activities

* Summits on the Air (SOTA)
* Beaches on the Air (BOTA)

* Lighthouse Weekend (ILLW)
* John Moyle Field Day

* VHF/UHF Field Days

What parks programs exist in Australia?

< Eﬂmﬂﬂﬁlﬂmaﬁﬁﬂm S
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Promote our hobby

Talk to onlookers

Explain what you are doing
Sell the hobby of AR

Ask if they would like to say
‘hi’ on air

Talk with National Parks
staff

Carry promotional material
with you

About WWFF

Commenced in November 2012

draw attention to the importance of protecting
nature, flora & fauna and to encourage the
development of radio skills, especially in portable
operations

Operate from designated nature parks/ protected
nature areas

Global award program

National programs

» 55 participating countries

» Australia (VKFF)

» Various National Awards offered.



About WWFF

WWEF Directory
Each park issued with a unique identifying
reference number

» ITU allocated prefix, FF for Flora & Fauna, and a
unique identifying number, e.g. VKFF-001

In Australia — over 2,600 qualifying parks
Program has expanded rapidly in popularity in VK

- GLOBAL Awards HUNTER

Global WWEFF Awrds

QSO'’s required
— QSO’s can be spread over £
multiple activations.
— Mobile is accepted
— M/M accepted
* Marine Parks.
— A/M not accepted

— Repeaters, IRLP, Echolink
not accepted

What the hell does 44" mean?

* During a WWEFF QSO you
may hear reference to ‘44’

* The first digit ‘4’ represents
the four elements: earth,
water, air, and fire.

The second digit ‘4’
represents the four
directions: north, south, east,
and west.

Australian (VKFF) program

QSO'’s required

— Reduced from 44
QSO’s due to our
remoteness &
number of amateurs
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Chasing WWEFF certificates VKFF program progress

Austrafion National Parks Activatos

JRLPEE SR T O TR AR TR 4
GLOBAL A Romanian Amateur Radso Society " Since March 2013 "h'v

&)
* Everything is done on online g S ed DXFF E
(via WWEFF LogSearch) About 2,500 certificates in
* Free as PDF (ema”ed) 2 total issued VK3VTH/P
) | About 400 overseas S T
recipients. s
AUSTRALIA * About 115 Australian
* Online q activator certificates

* Free as a PDF or PNG Jouies ; About 1,700 Australian
(emailed) ! — Y Hunter certificates

) . e sy Remainder — other VKFE
$5.00 printed & posted < cortificaTas

h‘

VKFF program progress VKFF program progress
(Top VKFF Activator) (Top VKFF Hunter stats)

v of actvat
Nurriver of actvators worked
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VKFF program progress

Top VKFF Activator &

Number of activations per vear
( ) Top VKFF Hunter

Number of activations

WWFF Log Search VKFF Activation Weekend

Wl Yy F&W,&W g A 5 5 '; R
_WW@II@ 9.8 "1 Held every November b&s-ﬁi

- B ¢ 2015 Inaugural event |
& = AN

WWEFF on-line database * 2018

Commenced 16 Feb 2013 — 2,068 QSOs

Activator logs uploaded by National co-ordinators — 757 Park to Park T
11,650,267 QSOs in the database — 34 amateurs - -

From 21,016 different references — 60 different parks f"“ w:nM‘ _—
In 135 DXCCs different references ;

Figures accurate as of 7" February 2019
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VKFE Team Championship VKFF Photographic competition

* Held each year in November.
* Held each year * Voted upon

in October g iy * Best photo taken during an activation in
¢ Fun team event November

Jaycar

: . VK5 National & Conservation Parks
Special events

Award
Commenced April 2013
No formal SA Parks
program prior

A AN myegrmﬁs : Promotes portable activity
: S e from SA’s National Parks
e ¥ and Conservation Parks

22 National Parks
279 Conservation Parks

Other parks do not qualify,
e.g. Recreation Parks

Works on a points system

Al e Wi Fars & Founa iy amatowr o R

201¢ N&tiomaa\siyd Wk
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VK5 National & Conservation Parks -
VK5 Parks Award — certificates
Award )
O D
Activators, Hunters, SWLs Activator i S
Not just limited to VK5 participation Hunter
National Park = 2 points SWL
Conservation Park = 1 point Park to Park
1 x QSO required as Activator Uniques g
Activators claim points ONCE per Activated/Worked all VK5 Park
w REglons (;l\’) National & Conservation
Hunters claim points ONCE per UTC Currently no database -, l'm'k‘j“nl;
day e Spreadsheets St
Mobile operation not allowed =i Free — PDF or PNG file e

Repeaters, IRLP, Echolink not $5.00 printed & mailed mm?f‘.—;
allowed 4 e :& &

VK5 Parks Award progress Anniversary Weekends

* Held each year in
March/April
Since March 2013 * 2018

DIl — 15 amateurs activated
* Over 400 certificates k- — Parks in Riverland, South
issued East, Mid North, Fleurieu,
« Brian ZL2ASH (first Yorke Pen, & Murréylands

outside of Australia) A

* Danny ONAVT (first
European)
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Transceivers
Yaesu FT-857d
Yaesu FT-817nd
. Antenna
\ ; Yaesu FT-897
. Power supply > s
. Other sundry gear e | Elecraft KX3
Wouxon X1IM
Bitx40

What equipment do | need?

. Transceiver

Antennas Antennas

* HF
— Linked dipole
— vertical

* VHF/UHF

10



Power source
* Sealed Lead Acid
(SLAB)
* Lithium Polymer
(LiPo)
* Lithium Iron
Phosphate (LiFePO)

* Paper in the field.
* Fast Log Entry

* VK port-a-log (by Peter
VK3ZPF)
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Sundry equipment

+ Squid poles A
¢ Watch y
* Pens/pencils

* Camera/video

« First aid kit

* Sunscreen

* Mozzie repellant

* Sit mat/cushion

* Bothy bag

¢ Whistle

¢ GPS/compass

* Maps

* Water/food

* Appropriate clothing

* Spare clothing (in the car)

How do you fill up your
logbook?

The secret is the antenna

Try different bands — be band agile.

Place your intentions on as many forums as possible
Consider the time of day/know when the bands are
open

Solar figures/propagation conditions
Parksnpeaks/DX Cluster

Facebook

Consider setting up an SMS goup

Try a group email

Use the local repeater

11
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Spotting & Alerting Operating skills/practice

Call for park activators
Then for QRP
Then for portable/mobile
Then for DX
D e Then for those that can hear you, but with
)Qg}&‘z_ﬂ .
| 4
)

* parksnpeaks
* hamspots.net/wwff
* DX cluster :

difficulty

. And finally, for everyone else (how the fun
¥ starts!)

Operating skills/practice

Do not queue jump

Do not call CQon a
frequency until you know
the frequency is not in
use

Don’t have an extended
QSO with the activator

Always remember the DX
Code of Conduct

12



Useful links

www.wwffaustralia.com

www.wwff.co

https://groups.io/g/wwffaustralia

Also WWFF Australia Facebook page

6/2/22
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Useful links Useful links

* www.vk5parks.com * www.parksnpeaks.com

* https://groups.io/g/vkSparks * http://wwff.co/dx-cluster/

* Also VK5 Parks Award Facebook page * Various Facebook sites
— Global WWFF

— VKFF/SOTA
— Field Radio

Useful links

* https://vk5pas.org/

* https://www.vk5pas.com/

14
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Beware of the ‘portable bug’

Questions ?7??
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