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Antennas

* |t has been said that antennas compose one
third of your station.

* The other two thirds are your operating
equipment and your operating skills

* Experimentation




Promote yourself

* Place your intentions on as many forums as
possible

* The more people who know you are going to
be out there, the better.
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Latest Spots >> more spots | new spot

Sun 20:44 NOXDW on WOC/PR-110 14.3375 s
“[via SOTA Goat] (Posted by NOXDW)

Sun 19:58 KXOR on WOC/FR-137 14.061.88 cw
€Q at 20wpm (Posted by WAGOEF)

Sun 19:43 KXOR on WOC/FR-137 14.062 cw
*CQ CQ at 20 wpm. S/N=2 dB at KBND {Via RBNGate] (Posted by KU6J)

Sun 19:30. KE7OP on W7A/AW-003 7.285 555
Now on Mt Bigelow (Posted by N6KZ)

Sun 19:21 KXOR on WOC/FR- 18.0924 cw
*CQCQat 19 wpm. S/N=4 dB at KM3T {Via RBNGate] (Posted by KU6J)

Sun 19:19 W5MTN on W7U/SL-008 14.344 ssb

2210 NY Toxd (Posted by WAZFON)

Upcoming Activations

Sun 23:00 VK4DD/2 on VK2/NW-001

time +/- also VKFF-0353 (Posted by VK4DD)
KD7WPJ on W6/CT- 14.061-cw,18.096-cw, 10.116-cw, 146.52-
138 fm

>> more alerts | new alert
7-5sb,10-ssb, 14-ssb

Sun 23:45
(Posted by KD7WPJ|

Mon 08:30 G4CFS/P on G/SE- 5-55b,7-55b, 7-CW, 14-5b, 14-cw.
Time may vary due ferry sailing. Monitoring 145.500 (Posted by GACFS)

Mon 10:00 MWOXOT/P on GW/MW-029 5-55b,7-ssb, 145-fm
Will try to self-spot. Also TP3561. 5-ssb only if 40m poor (Posted by
MWEMWM)

Mon 11:45 GACFS/P on G/SE- 5-55b,7-55b,7-CW, 14-55b, 14-cw.
time may vary due ferry saling. Monitoring 145.500 (Posted by G4CFS)
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Reflector Latest

by MMOFMF, #7 by KR, 2005 ag0.

RTANT: JA
by MMOFMF, #40 by SHOCH, 6days 2g0

SOTA NEWS OCT 2015 Part 1

by GASSH, #4 by GATOE, 11days ago
15 P2

by GASSH, #2 by GOVOF, 18ays ago

by M3ZCB, #8 by M32CB, 63rmins ag0
i We

by W6AH, #2 by KEHPX, 63mins ago

by M3ZCB, #5 by M3ZC3, 69mins g0

Merle & Herm reach 10,000 ch
by KBIRIC, #20 by KBIRIC, 107mins ag
by KBIRIC, #5 by KBIRIC, 20rs ago

i )
by G40BK, #11 by EB2GKK, 33 ag0
|2 i 7
by GAAZS, ahvs ag0

by EAZIF, #2 by EAZ8D, 4hvs 390

Te TAwatch (rant
by NIEU, #8 by M3FEH, Bhvs ago

>> More topics...

Mon 12:00 MWOXOT/P on GW/MW-035 5-ssb,7-ssb,145-fm
Will try to self-spot. No TP. 5-ssb only if 40m poor. (Posted by MWEMWM)

Hamspots WWFF
— http://hamspots.net/wwff/

WWEFF Forum
— http://forum.wwff.co = SET
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QRP or a bit of extra grunt?

* QRP is entirely possible
— Huge buzz

* 40 watts
* Dependant on the
location

— Carrying gear long
distances




Time your activation.

Consider the time of day

Know when the bands are open

— Particular bands are good for particular parts of the
world at particular times

e 20m long path to Europe (afternoons)
e 10m short path to North America (mornings)

Who is your targeted audience?

Try to time your activations for those who you
would like to get in the log.

Greyline
Don’t leave it too late




Propagation

BASE Ade!olde ) Soler ¥ray Flux B5.4

Look at the solar figures /

propagation conditions

— Solar flux, sunspot number, A & m
K indices Sy 1

If they are poor, consider

putting your activation off until

another day
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Frequencies

* Nominated calling
frequencies

— 7.090
— 7.144
— 14.310
— 14.244

* Clear frequency away from
QRM




Location

Salt water

— Generally the water needs to be between you and
the direction from where the DX signals are
originating.

* Take off angle

— Use of hills sloping towards the desired direction

Quiet location
 Away from power lines.
 Removed from other people

Shade
Ease of egress




Operating skills

Confidence

Know how to work a pile up
Consider working split
Operating style

— Listen for outside of VK
Persevere

— Be on air

— Keep calling CQ

Be patient

— DX pile ups can be
undisciplined




Other tips

Mention where you are when calling
CcQ

Ask someone to place you on the DX
cluster

— Remember the DX Code of Conduct:
impolite to self-spot

Consider setting up an SMS group on

your mobile

Try a group email

Use the local repeater
Tag team

Awareness

Don’t be disappointed
Good quality audio



Top five

. Antenna

. Posts and alerts
. Propagation

. Operating skills
. Location




For Hunters

e All the usual haunts.

— Parksnpeaks
— DX Cluster
— SOTAWatch

— Hamspots WWEFF

Antenna
Patience

e (Can be frustrating breaking the
pile up

Perseverance
 Don’t give up
Timing

* Tail ending
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